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Cities prepped for keeping roads plowed

Cantlnuod from Pago 1

F Hills plows sub
when mnowfall reaches 3-4 Inches, and
residents are advised by the Michigan
LEmergency Patrol and local radio sta-
tions, plus the Jocal cable-TV atation,
which are all cootacted In a soow
cmergency,

“We don't want to tow cars, we just
want to get the job done,”Rooney sald.

FARMINGTON HILLS handles snow
removal for “the ifon's share” of 33
square-mlle city sectlons — about 270
miles, Rooney sald. Forty-two of these,
plus ol school bus routcs, are conatd-
ered “major ronds” and are handled
accordingly.

Other HUIL' prorities, in descending
order, Include: major gravel mnds haz-

ard locaticns, such 23 tight curves and
stecp Inclives, clearing of side roads,
and snow remaval on the remainder of
the road network. When snowfall
reaches 4-5 inches, the entlre network
is done, Rooney sald.

About four Lo flve of the clty's
equare-mile sections are done by a pri-
vato contractor during snow emergen-
cles, declared by elther the dlrector of
the public safety department or the
city manager.

The clty's cngloeering staff and
parks and grounds crews also help,
Roonoy added. The entlre 18-person
public safety ataff works In two 12.
hour shifts, 80 a 24-hour period can be
covered. Fnrmlngmn bendles anow em-
ergencics [n a almitar manner,

ng routine snowfalls, crewn
from balb cltics and the counly begin

saltlng  within one hour of the
anowfall's beginnlng. After one inch
bas fallen, plowing beglns and salting
contlnues, according to Dennis Pajot,
communicatlons offlcer for the county
road commission.

“We begin on our critical priority
routes at the beginnlng of bad condi-
tlons unt!l the roads are safe,” he sajd,

Pajot sald the county conslders a
road with “clear wheel tracks” a minl-
mum safety requlrement.

FARMINGTON cobtracts out snow
removal oo flve miles of roads within
the city to other agencles. Oakland
County handles winter maintenance on
Farmlogton Road from Elght Mile to
Grand River, and the stato handles
Grand Rlver and M-102 west to Gl
Road, Deadman sald,

Farmlington's six-member Depart-
ment of Publlc Works crew handles 33
miles of roads, placing emphasts on
maln arteries and heavily hilled subdl-
visions at the west end of the clty. The
type of snow Is alse a factor In Farm-
ngton snow removal activitles, which
are viewed on a storm-by-storm basis,
Deadman sald.

“We have a long-term reputation of
baving ove of the best srow removals
in the area,” Deadman sald. *“Most of
our pavement ts kept bare.”

Regardless of reputation, some resl-
dents have annual complalnts [nvelving
ssow removal. One includes trucks’®
plows "throwing the snow a long way."

"It requires a certaln amount of
speed to keep the trucks under con-
trol," Deadman satd.
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Shnuld pay into the fund, Barrewt add-

Dospuo some of Michigan's prob-
lems, an B3-percent jncrease in new
business openings was reported by Dun
and Bradstreet during a onc-year peri-
od from May 1984 to May 1985, Barrett
said.

Barrett quoted U, S. Chamber of
Commerce projectlons for automotive
production, which he says will remain
stable at 11.2 million in 1985 and 11.5
millien in 1986, A 19-percent decline in
the trade weighied exchange value of
the U.S. dollar “should hold back im-
ports,” he sald,

FEDERAL ACTIVITY on a balanced
budget, deficit reductlon and tax

Congress recenily passed legislation
calling for a balanced federal budget
by 1991, Barrett cautlons “this is meres
ly an act of legislation, not a constitu-
tlonal amendment, and can be
changed.”

He urged business leaders to stand
firm on the balanced budget issue, but
noted that a $2.5-trillion deficit will be
accrued by that time, and there will be
“a lot of interest 1o pay off.*

In federal spending, $136 billion In
interest alone was paid this year — the
fourth-highest expense for the govern-
ment. “Unless we torn around the
trends, we're morigaging the future for
our chlldren and grandehtldren,” Bar-
rett added.

Barrett predicts a smal) number of
Lallot Issues In 1986, Somc may include
capital 1 legis-

changes are “major . for
Michigan businesses, according to Bar-
rett. Changes in Invesiment tax credits
allewed to businesses, and an acceler-
ated depreciation allowance “2ould
serve as disincentives, during a time
when are very necessary,”
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Hills Chamber of

stressed Barrett, who heads a commit-
tee working to make the federat gov-
ernment more efficient.

lature and a consllmuonnl amendment
not allowing state utilities to charge
consumers for new facilltics. A total of
300,000 petltion slgnatures are needed
to place an issue on the state ballot.
Also In 1986, the state chamber will
continue working for reforms and
changes in the definition of workers'
compensation, Barrett added,
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The speed sometimes causes snow to
be thrawn a long dlstance away from
the truck, be explained.

PAJOT, DEADMAN and Rooney
£ald they cxperience the most common
enoual complaint — residents who
don't lke the plle of snow left at the

resident s

sure for this arca,” Pajot sald, because
of the “crush” of rush hour traffle, Salt
use costs the county $1 mlllion per year
of the $4 mlllion snow removal budget.

It is “relatively lnexpensive” be
cause of Oakland County’s proximity to
the salt mines, he added.

The county does not use salt when
the tcmpemlurc falls below five de-

end of driveways after plowing. “The
for

this snow,” Deadman sald, notlng in
Farmington alone there are more that
3,500 driveway approaches.

Rooncy suggesta residents “shovel to
the rlght of the driveway, faclng the
road,” 50 the plows don't catch the pite
the next time snow removal b done.

“If they (the residents) can, they
should walt until wo're done. They' 'II
nnlycdblvn to do it (zhovel) once,” he

[\
Another complalnt regards the use of
salt. Some resldents dunl like it, and
others called the county wondering
why it wasn't used during December's
recent cold a
“Salt s the unly cost-eifective mea-

KNIT

on the normally salt.
cd 800-900 mlles of paved county
Toads.

“IN VERY cald weather, salt s not
too effective," Pajot explaioed, “Salt [s
uscd to turn fce to water, £0 it drics up
or runs off the roads, In cold weather,
all we do (by using salt) is create mols-
ture for snow to stick to."

Some professional snow removal ser-
vices hired by residents cause prob-
lems for the citles, according to Dead-
mapn. They're not allowed to dump
across the street blocking a neighbor’s
drive or vision,

Commerclal scrvices are also not al-
lowed to push accumulated snow
across main streets, he added.
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