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The Christma

By Davld Mosoing
special writer

“How's that?" I asked Sandy, as 1
hung an ornament on the Christmas
ihat's fine, Honey,” she
. a5 she mnoved [t to anoth-
cr spot on the tree, "But look how nice
it looks over here." “Oh, much better,”
1 50id with a simile, as 1 poured a cup of
celfee and assumed my yultlde position
at tree trimming tme, which s a
“walcher.”

[ think that there is an artistlc fuse ln
my head that must blow a cireuit when
it comes to trimming the Christmas

s light shines in many eyes:

artifacis

are constunt and bright. Still some
twinkle and almost demand my atten.
tlon. All are however, likewise, benefi-
cial to the tatal beauty of the tree.
Some time ago a burly overweight

tree. Well, It's 11 o'clock now, and ev-
cryone is [n bed and I am stlll up marv-
eling at the beauty of the Christmas

tree,

Here in the stillness and darkness of
the night I am more taken with the
presence of the tree than the presents
under it. Maybe I am more Impressed
with what the tree represents, The star

Group offers insight
to best piano quartets

By Avigdor Zaromp
special writor

The concept of a ptano quartet may
‘teke a back seat to that of a siring
quartel in terms of repertoire and the
number of preminent groups assoclat-
cd with it. However, the body of ptano
quartel works composed by masters of
(hat form, offers some surprising trea-
sures.

Last Friday, Detroit-area audiences
had the opportunity to Jisten to some of
the most {nspired of these works for pi-
ano. The Los Angeles Piano Quartet Is
onc of the top groups of the particular
combination, Founded in 1977, it con-
sists of planist James Bonn, viollnist
Jaseph Genualdi, viollst Ronald Copes
and cellist Peier Rejte. This was yet
another distinguished chamber group
featured by the Chamber Music Society
of Detroit.

The three plano quartets en the pro-
gram consisted of the No, 2 in E flat
major by Mozart, the No. 1 in C major
by Faure and the No. 2 in A major by
Brahms. While these numbers and keys
may not mean much to many readers,
it is noteworthy that in the casc of Mo-
zart and Brahms, their most frequently
performed plano quartets are thelr
first, both in G minor.

These choices on the program pro-
vided an overdue opporiunlty to lisien
10 the lesser-known works, which are
nevertheless rewarding and inspiring.
The Faure work, the least famillar of
the three, sheds rare light on this late
Romantic French composer who is far
less regarded than the other two. Few-
er of his works have gained universal
acclaim.

This performance presented some of

the best elements in chamber music
performance, Each Individual in the
group s, of couse, extremcly compe-
tent on his instrument. But there was
much more to the performance than
clean and correct notes and other as-
pects of technical fiuency. Thelr ap-
proach indicated thorough stylistic ap-
preciation of the three composers with
their distinct styles.

‘The Mozari plano scales In the outer
movements would melt into the strings
with delicate continuity. The music had
Jjust enough body te make its presence
felt, without compromising lts agility.

The Faure work was convineing with
lts swect-tart characteristics. It had
more lavishness than onc commonty
assoclates with Faure but it was rot
overdone.

The Brahms work is a youthful com-
position, written when the compeser
was 23 and js thus more energetic than
his intimate serene late chamber
works. The {act that the piano role in
this work is more prominent In com-
parison to the ather instruments is una-
voldable. However, the subtle roles of
the strings came through most of the
time with the possible exception of the
final movement in which the strings
had difficulty competing with the ful),
resounding plano chords,

This latter imbalance, however, was
only a minor drawback. Overall, one
seldo™ hears such a robust, cleetrify-
ing Brahms,

The Los Angeles Plano Quartet is
one of those top chamber groups that
tend to leave the listener with a sense
of satisfaction. It Is hoped that we shall
have the opportunity to hear them
again.

on top of course, 10 mMe, represcnts
God's gilt to man, the altogelher most
preclous gift of his son. His birth Is the
Inspiration of this holiday and the foun-
dation of my falth. I have at Umes,
wondered how shallow Christmas must
be to one who doesn't believe, It does,
however, take much more falth to be-
licve in “nothing" than it does to be-
lieve tn God,

When I Jook at ali the decoratlons on
the tree I think of the many facets of
life. The joy of doing things for and
with others, The fun of sports and
games. The closeness of family and the
general spirit of the holidays.

BUT THE lights on our Christmas
tree do especially catch my eye. To me
the lights represent people that we
come in contact with everyday. Some
are dim and barely glow at all. Snme.

Yy rumbled up to my store
atop his black Harley “chopper.” His
two feet of unwashed hair, black leath-
cr attire and roar of the englne caught
my attention. I thought to myself “well,
this Is It, my first holdup," To my
surprise, he introduced himself polite-
Iy, and asked ) 1 could write on a birth-
day card “to my darling wite, with all
my love, Brutus." lHe further said "1
wanna make It look real good, with fan.
lcy wrlting like calligraphy and stuff on
e

Now, when I think back underncath
the leather and belind the breath of
coffee, cigarcttes and the prior night's
beer, I saw a dim Cheistmas light that
in my cyes now grows a little brighter,
Just today as I came down West Chica-
go I passed Deering Street, and there
was as always the children's crossing
guard. Her name, I just found out, is
Pautine Byczek. I hardly know her, but
for years she has faithfully helped my

three sons and many other children
safely cross the busy street, While I sit
here writing by the light of the Christ-
mas tree, I can’t help but think of her
as a very special Jight, Both constant
and bright.

HERE AND there a certaln few
{lamboyant customers de come into the
art store and we all try to fil) thelr ur-
gent requests for art supplles. Flashing
lights cause me to think of those “cer-
tain few.” The trouble with flashing
lights is that, unfortunately, they are
turned off as much as they are turned

on.

Like I said earlier, all are different
and all contribute 10 the total beauty of
the tree. The beauty of art Is much llke
the beauty of the Christmas tree which
is'not just the 1ree but what it repre-
sents.

Art represents the expresslon of the
Individual, colored by the artist's per-
sonallty. Though many artists may pos-
sess similar thoughts each will through
their art ercate very different expres-
slons. Just as the same cleetricity flows
to each light, but each light burns at it's

t

characteristle brightness. So, likewlsd>
all expressions are worthy as all lend?
themselves to the totad beauty of arf-
and the expressions of the artists,  -335
Well, folks it's after mldnight andJ3
feel that my lights are beglnning {02
flicker. So 1o all of our [riends, readers-

and customers have a “Very hlen:z. "
Christmas.” Dave Messlng and !nmlly::
=

Thls is another in a serles of lessony T:
on art and drawing by special colum
nlst David Messing. N R
He has taught for
10 years and oper-
ates two art stores,
Art  Store and
More,
Middlebelt,
nla, and 265 N.
Maln, Plymouth.
Messlng

8¢ and
from readers. You may call him at
522-6311, write to him at hls store or
in care of the Observer & Eecentric |
Newspapers, 33203 Grand River,
Farmington, Mick. 48024, 4
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CONSTRUCTION...LAJOLLA MODEL
fentures contemporary In 4 bedroom,
2 story rosidence. This home offers
marble firoplace, recessed lighting,
coramic foyer, cathedral colling.
MODEL NOW AVAILABLE FOR VIEW-
ING, 626-9100 $159.900

EXTRAORDINARY CONTEMPORARY
on lovely ravine lo! offars viowe lo
epare. Living area opens to patlo and

docki 4 bod-
roamns, 3 baths, formal dining, family
room. 626-9100 $148,900 (PF1)

NIAL. A family homo cquipped with 8
bedrooma, 4% baths, comploted low-
eor lovel. Exiras Include pool, rec room
and much, much morel 851-8100

7,

PRIVATE LOT in Wost Bloomflold
boasts 4 bedroom Colonlal with many
cuatom featurca. Slato eniry, wood
windows, glassed Florida room, flro-
placo and gauna in bosemant, Com-
fortablo living, 626-9100 $142,000

PRIME WEST BLOOMFIELD LOCA-
TION. Spaclous colonial boast 5 bod-
rooms, 1st floor laundry room with
cupboards galore, " natural fireplace
eet (n freshly painted, noutral decor.

‘Clrcular driveway, patio/grill.
. 851-8100$129,800

i
CHARMING COLONIAL ON lovely
treed ot toatures large heated Florida
room, recreation room, plus family
room. Enargy efficlent windows, extra
insulation throughout. 628-9100
$109,900 (LFE)

MEMORABLE COLONIAL In delight{ul
Farmington HIlls. Basutifully main-
tained home offers extras for classic
living - custem landscaping, natura)
woodwork, bay window and 4 bod-
rooms. §28-9100 $132,900

WEST BLOOMFIELD LOCATION foa-
tures 4 bedroom colonial on iovely
treed lot. Bonus features include hat-

urat fireplace, abundant closet space,

oxtra insulation throughout and precl-

3 . e S
SPACIOUS CONTEMPORARY . fea-
tures fireplaced Great Room with ca-
thedral celling, alimond formics kitch-
on, versatlle recreation room. Fil

ot
floor master sulte with bath, 8518100

$96,900 (CWO)
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ous hardwood ﬂoor:.”A home with op- -

CONSTRUCTION...CANTERBURY
MODEL with Tudor atyling offers
Farmington Hills flocation, -4 bed-
rooms, atop-up tub, 2 fireplaces, oak
cabinets and moro, MODEL AVAIL.
ABLE FOR PREVIEWING! 628-8100
$183,900

colonial offera doslrable family homo.
8pacious llving room, natural flre-
place, patlo and attractlve lot. Wall
taken cara of. 26-9100 $134,900

BACKS8 TO PARK! Profo
tandscaped setting find attractive
Twao Story with loads of convenience
axtras Including central alr, humidi.
fier, programmable thermostal, wol
bar with Ice maker, library and moro.
826-9100 $118,500

T

FARMINGTON S8CHOOLS. Sharp Co-
fonisl with 4 bedrooms ‘offers new
kitchen with no-wax .flooring, sepa- §
trats dining, recreation room. Open -§H
lan, ‘plus fiooring. -




