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Federal money earmarked for downtown

By Casoy Hane
otalf writor

Local merchants and city officlals
will get a helping kand in thelr move
toward a major downtown revitaliza-
tlon from Farmington City Councll.

Council members declded to channel
federal funds in that dircetion afler
twa public hearings on Dec, 16.

They voted ta apply 84 percent of the
expected $48,000 of 1986-87 Cammunl-
ty Block Grant Development (CDBG)
money toward downtown development.
Thls follows a threc-year plan ap-
proved for 1985-89,

‘Thelr move coordinates with plans of
the Downtown Farmington Develop-

Cong) action wlll
the amount of CDBG money each com-
munity receives, according to Farm-
ington City Manager Robert Deadman.

COUNCIL ALSO authorized applica-
tion 1o Oakland County for a possible
$250,000 in 1986 Commerclal Assist-
ance Program (CAP) money for low-In-
terest business loans, also subsldized
through the federal CDBG program.,

Money 1s awarded based on a speclf-
lc project’s merlts. Farmington has
specified jts central business district as
the target,

Farminglon was not selected last
year as onc of the clght primary CAP
recipicnts because of a Jack of a down-
town or g to Robert

Farmington was awarded $10,830 tn
1985, the program's flrst ycar. Because
the city was not selected, it can reapply
for 1986 money, he said. Five commun-
Itles are expected to recelve larger
sums In 1986,

“The goala of the CAP program (It
nlcely with the goals of the downtown
commiitee,” according to a report pre-
pared for the council by Schultz, The
committec wlll meet tn mld-January to
hear a nine-month culminatlon of hired
planners suggestions for downtown
Farmington.

THE CAP program In effect “buys
down" a loan's interest rate, Schultz
sald, The loan subsldy guarantees an

ment Ce a group of

and interested persons studylng Im-
provementa for the central business
distrlet.

Schultz, assistant to the clty manager.
Unused program money was dlvided
between these unselected communiiles;

Sesquicentennial
will be launched

An 1836 American flag will be holst-
ed above the Botaford Inn In Farming.
ton Hills Thursday, Jan. 2 — the
kickoff to a year-long celebration of
the historic Inn's sesquicentenntal,

Leadlng the 11 am. ceremony will
be an honor guard from the Farming-
ton Hills Pollce Department. Sgt. Mar-
tin Bledsoe will command the recently
established police unit. The ather offl-
cers are: Gary Mallloux, Donald
Fredette, Glibert Kohls and Brian De-
Granne. A brass ensemble led by Paul
Barber of the Farmington Communlty
Band wlll also particlpate.

Orlglnally a stagecoach stop on the
Old Post Road {now Grand River) be-
tween Lansing annd Detrolt, the inn
achieved prestige and notorlety when it
was purchased by Henry Ford In 192¢.
Ford's zeal for historlc preservation
was demonstrated when he prevented

the inn from belng demolished during
the widening of the road. Under his su-
pervislon, the inn was moved 300 feet
back from the road and scrupulously
renovated.

Purchased by the Anhut Hotels Co, In
1951, the inn has been managed by
president John Anhut for 35 years,

THenEs ALOP
GO oW

While safeguarding the Inn's authentic-
Ity as a natlonal registered historic
site, Anhut made 138 major addltions to
the original atructure. It now has 11
meeting-banquet rooms and 75 todging
rooms, a restavrant, tennls courts and
a large garden courlyard.

THE INN Is well known for the an-
tiques gracing the interlor and lts flve
wood-burning fireplaces. Many of the
valuable furniture pleces were brought
from Henry Ford’s Fairlane Estate in
Dearborn. Throughout the annlversary
year, tours wlll be available to the pub-
lle.

A book, “More Than a Tavern-150
Years of the Botsford Inn,” will be pub-
lUshed In January. Well-k Farm-

{iective loan rate 5% percent below
the Manufacturer's National Bank
prime Interest rate. Manufacturer's is
contracted ta handle CAP for the city.

Applications for CAP money will be
by the

or 1'1 nul;commlucc of that group, and
will follow guldellnes set by that group,
Deadman sald.

The project would have to “salvage
the publlc aspect of a private building,”
Schuttz sald. “If It's bad, It hurts us all,
and if It's good it helps us.”

The money cannot be used for lnven-
tory, flstures or interior decorating, e
sald

M‘nyor William Hartsock volced con-

cern about major corporations using
the money when smaller businesscs
might have a greater need. “It should
be for the people who need It the most,™
he sald,

MARTSOCK ALSO noted a concern
that business owners not borrow money
for simple “cosmetic improvements™
30 buildings could be sold for a better
price. In the event of a sale, the county
loan would come due at the amortlzed
amount, Schultz explalned.

Primary use for CAP money would
be for exterior facade Impravement,
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ington Hills histerian Jean Fox has
rescarched and written the book. She

427-9660

was alded by another Hllls resldent,
John Lapham. A student at the Unlver-
ity of Detrolt, Lapham served as an
intern through the Department of Hls.
tory. The book wlll be available to the
public through the inn,

A calendar of annjversary cvents has
been prepared for the public. For a
copy, call the Inn: 474-4800.
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and “that should be kept In mind,”
Mayor Pro tEmpore Alton Bennctt
added.

Farmington wlll approve the Ouk-
tand County CAP coniract before Jan.
1, maeking the 1985 and potentla) 1986
money usable for 18 months, Schultz
added. After 18 months, unused money
13 placed back in county coffers, where
it wlll be redistributed.

“The county reserves the right to
glve more money Il It llkes the
project,” Schultz sald, “It's in the coun-
ty's best nterest to spend it and spend
1t fast.”
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