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lafrate feels
rigiht at home

{ATA

Briggs caught
in coach’s vise

By Brad Emons
staft wciter

The fans never filed out of Joc Louis
Arena more disgusted. Red Wing die-
. hards were insulted by their team’s lat-
est escapade.
By contrasl, the Toronto Maple

+. Leals’ dressing room was buzzing over

their  come-from-behind  5-4  victory
Thursday nlght over the Wings.

The Leafs, fighting to stay out of last
place in the Natlonal Hockey League's
Norris Division, erased a 4-0 deficit
capped by Peter Thnacak's game-win.
ning goal with three seconds lelt,

For Al lafrate, the Leafs’ 18-year-old
defenseman from Livonia, the fecling
was just right, He was home for the
holidays and playing before family and
friends.

Once he dreamed of playing for the
Wings, but now he had a part in beating
them, collecting two assists on the
night.

~it's always a thrill te play here,”
said lafrate, who left 25 complimenta-
ry tickets. “We knew this was the big-
gest game of the season so far and we
arose to the occasien.”

THE VICTORY by the Injury-riddled
Leafs pul them ahead of Detroit by five
points [n the playoff chase.

“This is the biggest victory of my ca--

reer, but my career hasn't been too
long.” lafrate added. “But it's stlll a
prelty good feeling.”

With injuries to Borge Salming, Brad
Maxwell and Wendel Clark, the Leals'
defensive reins have been handed over
to the Bentley High School product.

“You can sce Al'S grown up In a
year,” said Toronto Sun beat writer
Jim O'Leary. “He's rushing the puck
more and playing with confidence. The
last two months he's been their best de-
fenseman. And he's the best 200-pound
{plus) skater in the league.”

Tafrate, who made the U.S. Qlympic
Team at 17, came to the Leafs with
high expectations after being taken
fourth overall in the 1984 NHL Draft,

Dut the talented defenseman has

been beset by mishaps, which have
been well chronicled in the press.

Before his rookie season, Iafrate was
charged with careless driving when he
flipped his car near Toronto, Then he
was charged with mischievous behave
for In an incident over In Windsor.

AND WIIEN HE reported to training
camp, lafrate weighed in at a hefty 24t
pounds. Then he was involved in a fight
with Buffalo's Sean McKenna during
an exhibitlon game, fracturing his
checkhone and nose. So distressed, he
left tralning camp and spent two days
at home, contemplating his hockey fu-
ture, only to return to the Leafs.

With his jaw wired shut, Ialtate
missed the first five regular season
games,

“That was the best thing that ever
happened to him,” said O’'Leary. “He
couldn’t eat so he lost the weight In a
hurry.

“Right now he's everything the Leafs
expect and even ahead. They're happy
I:im’ him, and they'll be paliom with

m,

‘Toronto coach Dan Mnlancy' accord-
ing to O'Leary, is lafrate’s biggest
booster.

“In all fairness 10 Al he had a tough
season last year," said the Toronlo
coach. “But he came back through
some tough times,

“He can be as good as he wants to be.
He has all the tools. He's a big man and
a powerdul player.”

*“THE 6-FOOT-3, 220-pound defense-
m;\n feels more comrorlablc with hts
role.

“It's probably a)l confidence,”
Iafrate said. "When you're not confi-
dent, you start to hesitate and that
Icads to mistakes. Right now I know
when or when not ta rush the puck.”

The statlstles show that Iafrate is
better than a year ago. Through Thurs-
day night he had three goals and 18 as-
sists for 21 points.

1t appears he's alrcady wrned the
corner. His point total all last scason
was 21,

‘Paul Corey of Canton trles to limbaer up prior to game timo in the

DAN DD«NI:uKn‘hnloﬂunhu
Al lafrate of Llvonla has come a long way alnco his days on the
1984 U.S. Olymplc hockoy team. Ho le a frant-linc dofenseman
with the Toronto Maple Leavas.
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‘The scene: Knaxville, Tenn.

The site: a hotel on lhe grounds of the
1982 World's Fatr. .

The pavillons have become sktlctal.
Only a global-llke structure remains.

*Blg Orange” s the talk around
tawn, University of Tennessee fans
flow when they talk about thelr upcom-
Ing game with Mlam} in the Sugar

Bowl,

Meanwhile, the University of Ten-
nessee was also hosting a basketball
tournament, appropriately called the
Volunteer Classlc, the weekend of Dec,
20 and 21. The parllcipnnm Tennf_ﬁec,
U y of North C:
ton, Furman and Bayler,

Basketball plays second flddle to
football in Knoxville. Neyland Stadlum
fills 90,000 on a football Saturday,
while merely 10,000 flle into an antl-

quated place for baskctball called
Slokoly Athletles Center. They make
you sit in folding chalrs instead of
cushioned scats.

1t was opening night of the Volunteer
Classic and I found myself standing in
front of the Wil Call window with
Washington Bullets’ scout Bl Gar-

incr,

IRONICALLY, Gardiner had to pay
$7 fer his ticket, while I got in for free.

“It's our league's pollcy,” sald an
apologetle Tennessee coach Don DeVoe
to Gardiner In the lobby,

“At LSU they treat to a buffet meal
and a scat right on the floor,” grumbled
Gardiner,

We were both there primarily for the
same reason — to see former School-
craft College Al-American Carlos
Briggs play.

You remember Briggs? He was the
gunner who Jed the nation in scoring at
30 points per game at Schoolerafts He
alse averaged 20 points per game last
scason, secand to only Arkansas' Joe
Kleine in the Southwest Conference.

Briggs and hls Baylor teammates
have been In the news a [ot lately, not
{for winnlng basketball games, but for
what penalties the NCAA has planned.

Baylor has been caught cheating and
Is awalting the gulllotine.

THE TEAM'S top seven players !n-
cluding Briggs, were almost left home,
They were scheduled to be suspended
for the Volunteer Classie. Baylor,Presl-
dent Dr. Herbert Rnynolds whoe coop-
erated with the on the al-
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leged violations, appealed the suspen-
slons, winnlng a stay of executlon,

The NCAA still plans to put Baylor
on probatlon, but its case has been put
before a review board.

Baylor Is paylng for the sins of coach
Jim Haller, who was flred at the end of
tast year [n wake of the disclosures,

The Baptist-affillated school, tam-
ished by allegations of payoffs and
blackmail by some of Its players, rectl-
fled the situatlon by hiring a Bobby
Knight clone ~ Gene Iba from Houston
Baptlst,

Iba's bloodlines are rich. He's the
nephew of former Oklahoma A&M and
longtime U.S. Olymple basketbail
coach Hank Iba,

Iba copics his uncle to a fault —
strict man-to-man defense and a con-
tlnuous passing game effense.

THE LAW ACCORDING to Iba:
When you make a mistake, you're com-
Ing out of the ballgame. When you're
late to breakfast, you don't eat. When
you don't practice hard the day of a
game, you don't play. .

With ttle time to recruit, Iba was-
forced to cope with Haller's players,
strletly playground types from such
places as the Bronx, Brooklyn, Detrolt”
and Dallas.

Briggs, a fifth-ycar senlor guard, Is.
currently riding a rollercoaster.

He averages 13 polnts and leads the
team in steals and assists desplte get..
1Ing only 1% minutes a game. But he's
been suspended three days from prace
tice because he hasn't worked hard ¢
enough.

He alsa missed Saturday nlght's con-
solatlon game with Furman (a 59-55
Baylor win) because of his work hablts.”
It was only a weekend earller that
Brlggs was named to the Drake Clas--:
slc's All-Tournament team after scor-. ;
Ing 18 and 17 points, respectlvely. He
playcd only three minutes against Van.
derbilt (ar 84-61 loss) because of hls
practlce habits, But In the opening; -

8y Tom Honderean
stalt writer

Brian Heskett, 8, leaned agalnst the

* outslde of the boards at the Westland

Multlpurpose Arena Sunday night and

watched the skaters awkwardly work

thelr way around the jee. "I sure wish I
was out there, now,” he sald wistiully.

Qut ‘there, 30 novice hockey players
— all of them adults — were leatning
how to play the game. Brian's dad,
Dan, was one of them.

In a neat reversal of roles, Brian hol.
lered occasional encosragement when
his dad skated by, Brlan wore a green
jacket, with hockey patches on the
arms and chest. One of them pro-
clalmed Brlan, a winger for the Ameri-
can Speedy Printing team in Canton, a
member of the hat-trick club, meaning
he has scored three goals in a game, a
standard of excellence. Usually, It's his
dod cheering for him.

“He's always coming to my games. I
figured I'd come and watch him,” ex
plained Brian, his eyes scanning
rink. “There ha ix: No. 30, HEY, DAD"

*THAT'S WHAT bappens to a lot of
our players,” suld Grog Campbell

were kids, but now that their kids are
playing, they get Into it and want to
learn how to play, themselves.”
Campbell works for the Natlonal
Novice Hockey League, the brainchlld

of a Washington, D.C., businessmen’

named Ashley Root. Seven rs uzo,
Root, who bad become a fan of th
Wuhlngtnn Capitals of the NHL, dedtl-

ed be wanted to Jearn to play, That's~

easler said than done for adults, who

arc ex| .to know the game when
Root j lned )| and plld
“Root jolned a men's Jeague

his money,” explained

he never vlayed and when

never touched the pock.”
S0, Ln 1980 Root formed a I

" tnstructional league In Wuunmn for |

adults. Today, there are

NNHL Jaagues
lnd mnm than 5,400 in 14 met. -
O playernin 1 At ing prictl

tan arcay — Now ¥
M nneapolis, San Franclseo, chl:ngo
St. Louls, Phocnix, LoaAngde:,Squ

the. the (Irst year there, and 36 teams thls

Thut Savirt B
did, be

Coantinued on Naxt Pngu" .

s game?

€go, Phll:delphh, Bvslon. Hartford,
Denver and Washingt

This Is the first ycnr in Detroit for
the-league. Campbell, a Sarnla, Ontar- .
1o, natlve who played In travel leagues
there, arrived here In November from
Los Angeles, league headquarters and |
1ts hottest city, with 54 teams, to orga-
nize things. Already, the lezgue has 14
teams and rents weekly lee time In six
arenas — In Berkley, St. Clair Shores,
‘Westland, Melvindale, Wynndoue and _
Fraser. "“We projecu:d 12 tea 80 -
we're pleased,” sald Cnmpbcll “And
wa've got a walting list for peaple who
want to sign up.

“Theso guys aren't too bad, nctunlly, .
said Campbell, referring to the skaters
loosening up In front of him. “They're
novices, of course, but novices in De--
troft aren’t Uke novices, say, in Phoe-
ﬂx‘ ch:. everybody's at Jeast lluud

ore.

Campbell sald the league 1s doing -
well everywhere but Hartford. There -
were 18 teams In Chléago last year in

season. Next year, the NNHL antici:

“Thiey naver played hockoy wher (hey. Adrml and .lessons in mechanics, the.-

players begln an elahbgamo len.wn ln

late Janua :
The {ee u ma for lec time, lmonx

coaches and referees, plus §85 for he

. met, face mask, slmulated Natloual: .

Hockey League jerscy and l!oeklnp.
The plnyu- zupplies the rest of his
equipment.

Coaching in Weitland (s Harold Velh
of. Livonla, a. yeteran of tha Livonia
house leagies,’ FY: gh School
and the Unlversity of Michigan-Dear-
born.’ Recenlly, he has coached the

. Livonla Bufxm BLucs and the Livonia

AN‘I‘ING \4 hockcy h un-
denundahle.bu hy would any adujt *
af Tea 10 play zulm “1
7 explained Ctuick Mor-
takinga bmlher dor

GrhAtion on Joining néxt sen-
wn.mu&mp‘-en msns 0200, .
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