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A centuries-old problem worth a deeper study

' By Jeanne Whiltaker

alalt writor
00K ABOUT you and imaglne that
one of the four people beside
you is a Muslim,

Then imagine that that one

rson represents milllons of Muslims
who believe that you are an oppressor,
an imperiallst whose word eannot be
Irusted, and that you are determined to

. foree your fledgling natlon’s technoto-

&Y, government and way of life on thelr
- ancient culture,

+ Angry? You bet they are, said Lon-
» don Sunday Times correspondent Robln
+ Wright, author of “Sacrgd Rage — The
; Wrath of Milltant Islam " (Linden

Press, $17.95).

i The University of Michigan graduate
and Ann Arbor native Is resting at
home belore returning to the Middle
East to sce what has taken place there
since she left in Decemnber 1984,

In the interim she has been Journal
ist in Resldence at Duke Unlversity
t completing her account of what she be-

ficves are the gross diplomatic and

I}

racks and the Belrut embassy, hijack-
ers of international alrlines and the
troops locked in battle along the Irag-
Iran border, It also led her to the wives
of hostages still held in Lebanon, uni-
versily professors, state department
specialists and fellow journalists,

Wright sald she Is no apalogist for
the Arabs, but she can appreclate the
decp-scated frustratlon that led to this
1atest outburst of Islamic fundamental-
Ism. What they want Is a return to
Islam, not as a religion, but as a com-
plete way of )ife, she said.

“What fundamentallsta are calling
for is not a western form of moderniza.
tion. They don’t want cultural Imperial-
lzation.” -

Countrics such as Iran, which elect
to return to fundamental Islamle prin-
¢lples and practices that are more rep-
resentative of the seventh than the 20th
century, arc reacting to centurles of
what they percclve as injustlce, she ex-
plained.

*Much of what has happened would
not have occurred without the Irantan
* she writes. “In partlcular,

[Z that have

2 led to the explosion of violencd direct-
e‘[ﬂ::l Americans throughout the Middle
Cast.

“We could have avolded all of this so
caslly. The U.S,, besides jts super pow-
er status, seems to lack the maturity of
that status. We try to ram everything
abaut our Mfestyle, ctc,, down their

< throats. ‘Dallas’ in Kuwalt, Cocg Cota.

' We've tended to be overpowering. Ab-
so:gtnly, we are patronlzing” Wright
aaid.

WRIGHT IS A voteran foreign corre-
spondent, who has covercd nlne wars
for such publications as the Christion
Sclence Monltor, The Washington Post,
CBS and The Sunday Times.

A need to understand the “whys™ that
she said the media wasn't presenting to
Its readers and viewers led to the book,

The scarch led her to the leaders of
the milltant fundamentalist movement
behlnd the kidnapplngs of U.S. nation-
als, the bomblngs of the marine bar-

Distinguished citizen

The Farmington Area Jaycees are
soliciting nominations for their annval
Distingulsticd Chtlzen Award, which is
10 be presented at (be 19th Community
Leaderahip Prayer Breakfast, Tucsday,

Iran has playcd on the anger and frus-
tratlon of one small group of Shi‘ltes
who have launched a protest, a very vi-
cious protest, agalnst thelr regional
rivals and the West.

“There are many Third World na-
Uons who admire Iran for what It did,”
she sald. “After all, it has lasied six
years. They unleashed @n entire new
form of government.

*This whele phenomenon represents
the thing that is going on in the Third
World. The majority of countries in the
world want to be nelther East nor
West, They want to be respected for
who they are not.”

Wright believes that the Iranian rev-
olution, in which a fundamentalist Shla
theocracy led by Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomein{ replaced the deposed Shah, Is
the single most sigoificant political
event of this century. It s on a par with
the Russtan revolution, whose roots
rest In the 19th century, and the 13th-
century French revolution,

Jan. 21 In Glen Oaks Golf Course.
Submit nominatlons, giving specifle

reasons ond services the nominee has

rendered to the Fi -Farming-

Islam -

The West, she sald, is golng tu have
to learn to live with this reality and to
find a way (o establlsh a rapproche-
ment with this phenomenon, and In par-
ticular with Iran.

*“The rapprochement has to Include
Tetting them know that we will not try
to overrun the tiicocracy, or try to put
the Shah's son back on the throne. It the
tensian 18 diffuscd there the ripple ef-
fect will have a calming affect on the
whole arca.”

TO UNDERSTAND why the current
administration’s hard-llne approach
will never succeed, she sald, one has lo
understand the makeup of the opposi-
tion. Although the protagonisis are a
small group among the Shias who make
up about 10 percent of the 832 milllon
Muslims living in 70 natlons, they are
symbolic of the Islamic crusade,

Throughout history, she sald, the
Shila have been the oppressed, while the
more populous Sunnt Muslims have
reaped the profits of their Jand and
thelr labor. The mind-set to martyr-
dom, the sense of injustlce to thelr sect,
and their fierce loyalty to religlous
Jeaders have shaped the Shia into a
fiercely milltant branch of the falth.

For 13 centuries, she explalned, until
a retlgious ruling by an Egyptlan cleric
in 1948 accepted the Shla as cqual
members of the falth, they nursed their
grlevances while the Sunnis scorned
them as heretles,

And the intervening years of domina-

morale and confldence in publlc Insti-
tutlons slowly led many Mustims, Shia
and Sunnl, to turn inward, she sald. And
inward they found Islam.

The Islamlc revival was a response
to the challenge of the defeat and fail-
ures of past formulas and ideologles,
she writes,

More fue! was added (o the {lre when
the Arabs relled on falth rather than
equlpment and (actles to make the
‘Yom Kippur War a “jthad” or holy war,
and emerged having smashed the Is-
racll image of invincibility.

The third catalyst was ofl. The Ar-
abs' decislon to quadruple the price of
oil, 1o cut back on production and to
embargo sales to the U.S. made the en-
tire world it up and take notice.

Yet the very triumverate — oll, Ar-
abs and Islam — which made the world
take notice, embittered the Shla far-
ther.

According to Wright, most of the
prolits were siphoned off by the Sunni
for new airports, armamenis and'
palaces insicad of social services,
schools or health centers badly needed
by the poorest paris of the country
where the Shia lived, The practlce ap-
plled to both the ofl and pon-oll Arab
states,

It was incvitable that the establish-
ment of a Shla fundamentatlst govern-
ment In Iran would have, and will con-
tinuc to have, a big Influence on Shla
fundamentallsts.

Wright belives the fallure of the U.S.

[t guize the Shia frus-

tion by Mongols, Turks and y
Eurapean colonlalists, who paid them
fittle heed, only ground in thelr blfter.
ness. Americans will have to take no-
tice of the fact that we are perceived
as the latest in a long line of oppressars
and Imperialists.

“Thelr anger with us s because of
separate things, not solely because of
our friendshlp with Isracl.”

The confllet with forelgn idcologies
and value systems that newly inde-
pendert Middie East governments eni-
braced between 1943 and '62, the loss
of historic Jerusatem, and the loss of

sought

Prayer Breakfast Chalrman, 1659 Oak
Grove, Walled Lake 49093,

All

e
ton Hills Community, to Bob Rudnick,

must be received by
Jan. 3. .

Second uses for trees

These are b‘uy days for all as family
reunlons-are in style. It is oo bad that
we can't carry out this loving splrit all
the days of the ycar.

‘We must not forget that this cycle of
December i3 a speclal time to revive
past frlendships ang enjoy the warmih
of famlly and friends.

Many of our readers have green,
1lve-cut Christmas trees. If you want to
avoid ils carly demise, try ralsing the
(ree and settling it Into a bucket of wa-

ter during the holiday interlm. Many of
our houscholds have someone with en-
gineering aptitude, Let them flgure it
out. At least they can’t say they have a
golf game at the moment.

When the holidays have come to an
end, plan to place the tree outdoors for
the bird to enjoy. Do so, and another
project awaits you — stringing pop-
corn for the birds.

Evergreen branches can also be eut

WSU writing
contest under way

Writers are agaln Invited to compete
for Wayne State University's annual
Judith Slege! Pearson award offering
up to $500 or the best creative scholar-
Iy work on a subject concernlng wom-

en. .
Entries of flctlon, drama, poetry or

essays should not cxceed 20 double-
spaced pages. Compositions should be
anonymous with the author's name on a
duplicate title page and typed, double-
spaced on one sldc of standard typing
paper. Deadline is March 3.

All manuscripts should be sent ¢o the
Judlth Siegel Pearson Award, ¢/o Eng-

lish Department, Wayne State Unlver-
slty, Detrolt 46202, Further [nforma-
tion may be obtalned by calling 577-
2450,

The award competition honors the
memory of the late Judith Slegel Pear-
som, a nallve Detrolter, who recelved
her B.A. and M.A. degrees from Wayne
State Universily, She also camed a
Ph.D. degree at Washlngton University
in Mlssouri, Pearson later jolned the
faculty at the Unlverslty of Missourl,
becoming one of the first English in-
structors to include women's studles
methods In her classes.

A UNIQUE
MONTESSORI
" PROGRAM

Bloomfield - HMaples
). MONTESSORI

6201 W. Maple, West Bloomflsid
Between Farminglon and Drake Rds.

to provide a mulch for spring bulbs,
which often have an early arrival.

If you have a Christmas tree with
roots I hope you have processed the
roots with damp peat moss and en-
closed the root area in plasilc so the
live tree wlll be ready for a successful
transfer later, -

One wmore important Idea to make
this hollday a time for young and eld to
remember is to turn low the lighting in
the gathering room and sing the tradi-
tional songs of the season, Moments -
such as these keep kindled a Joving re-
gard for family and friends destined to
carry through until the next holiday
season.

Happy New Year toall.

go o
tration, the importance of the phenom-
cnon of the Iranlan revelution, and the
perceptlon that the U.S.-is no longer
neutral Incltes the violence directed at
American nationals and Institutions,

“They think we started it all. They
think they are respondlng to our provo-
cations,” she sald, adding that funda-
mentallst acts of vielence are usually
provoked by an act of Amérlcan vlo-
lence.

She sees the bombing of the marine
barracks as a response to the US.
abandening strict neutrallty to side

with the U.S-trained Lebanese army
and the US. naval bombardment of the,
Chouf mountains. There were plenty of
slgnals that there would be a retalla-
tion, but the US. falled to identify

them.

*[ think punltive action won't work.
1t just rallies more pecple to thelr
cause,” We must recogalze “the fear Is
a two-way sireet, We have to defuse
that fear and show that the two can
coexist.” .

WRIGHT SAID at no time during her
intervicws dld she percelve that the
acts of violence were directed at Indl-
vidual Americans. Indeed, she sald, she
was frequently told that the (undamen-
talists tike the American people at the
same (ime they hate American poll.

cics. .

Durlng Interviews among an exten-
sive list of leadlng mullahs and govern-
ment figures, “they were open and in-
vited me to bring back my fricnds.” O¢- -
dinary soldiers she met along the Iraqi-
Iran battlefront were also anxlous to
meet her. They talked of thelr esteem
for the American people and asked

seems to me it's this kind of motivation
that drives people to extreme funda-
mentallsm, and to perpetrating the
Kinds of acts that happencd (o my hus-
band.” )

p! and ty
officlals agreed, saying that Dr. Kerr,a
respected Arablst, was killed becaude
he was the most important Amerlcan
outslde the embassy, Flve months after
the Rev. Benjomin Welr was kld-
napped, his wife Carol sald the samie

thing. .

*I don’t think my husband’s kidnap-
ping was a personal act against him,
1t's a protest agalnst our foreign policy.
The U.S. Is losing its credibllity as.a
mediator in the Arab world. The vio-
tence which occurs is produced by the
U.S.'s Inablilty to look behind the caus-
s of violence and to deal with thost
causes,” she sald, :

Robin Wright concludes her readable
and comprehensive survey with the
concluslon that the flrst step must be
rapprochement with Iran, which may
be a bitter plil, but one that Is hardly
without precedent.

*There are a surpelsing number_of
We can arrive at_a_rap-

q about favorite American pop
stars,

Ann Kerr, widow of murdercd Amer-
fcan University prdsident Dr. Malcolm
Kerr, told Wright, *I suppose it's a
group of people who feel bewildered
about what's happening in the world to-
day. They feel imbucd with a cause of
their own. They don‘t understand weste
ern culture; they feel they have no say
In what's going on in the world. It

prochement with Iran, just as we did
with China, without having to wait 23
years as we did with China,” she coh-
tended. .

‘The time is short — the U.S. must
make hasie to work with men such as
Nablh Berri, Yasir Arafat and an older
generatlon that §s still willing to find
solutlons where there Is space for alk.
The second generation is not.

Volunteers called

Peraons intercsted n volunteering at
Common Ground, Oakland County’s 24-
hour crlsis center, are invited to altend
an orientation sesslon at 8 p.am.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 in Common Ground,
1090 S, Adams, Blrmingham. No ap-
polntment is necessary,

Individuals Interested In the crisis
waorker position will have the opportu-

nity (o sign up 1o screen for admission
to the tralnlng program. Training will
begin Jan, 24,

For information about volunteer op-.
poriunities at Common Ground, call
Karen Conaway, coorldinator of volun-
teers, at Common Ground's busiress
line, 645-1173,

VACATION SCHEDULE
DEPARTMENT OFFICE NEEDS START JAN. 1-86 END DEC.-86
198 JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. DEC.

10600 Galaxle
Forndale, M| 48620

399-9830

Jimmie and Sheila Prenzlauer .
are getting ready for next year. No!
vacation for these two. Busy with two
stores to serve you better.

« Office Suppiies » Executive Gifts
 Furnlture« Cardse Candy

« Invitations » Business Cards

“SPEND NEXT YEAR WITH GEMINI”

-

) 26400 W, 12 Mile Rd. ;

Southfleld, MI148034 .

353-3355

(~
YARN SALE

Lels mako & deal « uvnrghln
SAVE G, 50% ONALL

UP TO 40%

KNITTERS, WEAVERS!
OF THE YEAR!
OTTORS o

, ON FALL YARNS
— 30% ON NEEDLEPOINT CANVASES

29594 Orchard Lk Rd
Farmington Hille

628-3042 )

N\

008!

G.G. WARREN

FACHION JEWELRY REPAIR and CUSTOM
28877 Orchard Leke Rd.
Located In the Daniol J Saloa
826-7850

Fashion Jowolry & Accossorles *

co.

DESIGNIRG

18

« Affillated with American
Monteasorl Society
« OPEN 7:30-5:30

« Ages: 2'4-8 Year Olds
« Hall & Full Day, Sesslons

| +Pre-School & Kindetgarten Program
» French, Art, Music, Computers

6610810 - 477-3621 |

WE GO TO GREAT LENGTHS |

TO HELP YOU MAKE
GREAT LENGTHS

Complete selectlon of seml-preclous
stones, pearls, rhinestones, crystal, ,
woods, glass, plastic, fake gems and

. beading supplies.

; CUSTOM DESIGN & STRINGING

BEAD
CAUGR

HS, in‘c;

Tues. 15% O

Wed! 20% OFF
. Thurs..25% OFF
Fri, 30% OFF

EWESE L .
NEWS! LAZA

FARMINGTON CENTER

"FIN' GIFTS AND

LAY

P |
TO

onciay EVERYT HERE’S HOWIT PLAYS. . | |
onday RYTHING in the store will be 10% OFF Regular Price a A i
Iog the rest of the week we'll take 5% more off. What'sg left Salurdar;dxﬁ“eg:df?%
40% off Regular Price, Now IT'S YOUR MOVE - what you see on 15% Tuesday
| ?8{)3%( g% around for 40% Saturday. You can walt and win or walt and weep. IT'

Mon. 10% OFF

FF

: URQH P
e opntumcsa | | REERL, Sl
- 230 - am=SPM: ] B yisamustercharge .

RKCARDS"
Jan:6thruJan, 11th

-NOHOLDS .
NOLAY-A‘WAYS

ALL SALES FINAL

BRIGHTON M,
GrandRiver. a.?.li’i

No Phone Shopping Please




