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THE SAME drive for and

When MeConnell first moved from
northwest Detrolt to what was then
F

problem-solving that carried MeCone
nel} through the growing years of city-
hood enticed him to put his cducation
;110 use for the auto industry rather than
1 for clothlng and other textile uscs.
i It is more challenglag. It's more de-
' manding than fads (in fashion). There's
| more substance to it, And there's more
depth in the color and color relation-
ships as well as the design. Actuaily,
1 there's mare to Lhe Interiors of cars
than meets the eye,” he sald.

Alter 11 years with Ford Motor Co,
! as a senlor rescarch englineer, McCon-
1 nell and a frlend formed thelr own con-
! sulting and englnecring flrm — MCPC
-! Sales Inc. In Troy and later
+ branched out into sales,

Restrained In talking ahout himself,,
: his family and his carcer, McConncll
i takes a different approach when It
comes Lo discussing his recollections of
i Farmlngtlon Hills’ early years.

Payments
are made

Parital payment to the Farmlington

.~ park contractor and purchase of a new

Department of Public Safety vehicle

were authorized Dec. 16 by the Farm-
ngton Clty Council.

A $47,961 payment was approved for
Armstrong Lawn & Tree Inc.. of Ster-
ling Helghts, contracted for 1985 park
profects, Five percent of the total bill-
ing was withheld pending completlon of
coutracted park work. The dollars rep-
resent work completed through Nov.
27, according to a roport from Farm-
Ington City Manager Robert Deadman.

... Compleied work included removal of
npproacht : and driveways on Shiawas-
**dce, remaval of exlsting bascball back-
“'stope and fences, and Instaliation of o
++:portlon of the material inflelds and jog-
+ging track, Deadman sald. Also in-
-vstalled were backstops and chaln-link
«zfence for new bassball diamonds and
the base materlal sor the parking lots.

Weather permilting, park bascball
diamonds will be ready for play in mid-
April, he sald, Parking lots wili be con-
structed “as soon as the asphalt plants
are apen in the apring of 1986, he add-

ed.

Payment for the project was divided
between the city’s gencral fund and the |
State of Michlgan Land and Waler Con-

‘| an adveriiser's order, Obr

p in 1966, the
greatest threat was an effort to bulld a
stadlum on 11 Mile, Yet McConncll was
already beglnnlng to percelve the prob-
lems wlith a township form of govern.
ment, particutarly when It came to get-
ting Oakland County lo do something
with the roads.

While a good snajorlty of the clty's
current leaders found thelr political
roots In neclghborhood assoclatlons,
McConnell's beginnings were similar. A
member of the First Presbyterian
Church in Farmington Hills, McConnell
said It was therc that he and others
first talked of leadcershlp and cltyhood.

CONCERNED ABOUT the possibill-
ty of a stadium on their door step,
McConnell and Councilman Ben Marks
got together and formed a comprehen-
sive homeowners council in an effort to
gather clout Lo defeat the stadlum pro-
posal.

“Therc was a major need to reorgan-
ize the government to meet the needs
of a growlng communlty,” McConnell
sald, “In the 1960 census, there were
20,000 people {In the township). That
doubled in 1970, That was the problem.
The major Issue was the lack of atten-
tlon by Oakland County to the road sys-
tem.”
As McConnell's Interest In working
to create a more functional lype of
government for his community was
growing, he went back to school and

graduated with a master’s dcgree in
adminlsiration and organization.

Yet ask McConnell about his polltlcal
career and it's not so much his personal
polltleal successes he'll discuss, but the
highlights of Farmington Hills' growth
— a successful Incorporation move, the
push for a clty charter and the estab-
1Ishment of a professional city adminls-

. tration.

Following McConnell's successful

. rushed drlve to Lansing with the incor-

poratlon petltion In hand, he concerned

himsel! with the business of creating a

government and city charter that the
communlty could rally around.

The presentation of a three-cotnered
hat ~ remliniscent of the carly colo-
nists — to McConncll as the township
was crowned a clty captured the spirit
ol the moment he had worked lo
achleve.

THROUGHOUT HNIS political ca-
reer, McConnell has been knowa as one
who could take controversial issues and
pull warring factlons into compromise.
Convineed the clty covld be better run
by professionals, he served as the town-
ship's last supervisor and, in turm, abol-
ished the post as the then-newly creat-
ed charier commission lald down the
clty's bylaws. .

*1 guess I was really responsible for
ramrodding It through,” satd McCon-
nell, commission chalrman, ““We put Lo-
gether a charter in 11 months. I was
instrumental in setting that limit of 10
millls {charter tax limit). It was nceded
to make the charter fly.”
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Ask McConnell about the difficultles
of bringlng old and new ideas together
— and the polities behind creating a
city — and he fust smilcs, followed

quickly by a chuckle ans! whispered an-
cedotes,

1 lock at polltics as the fabric of
getting things done,” he sald. “A lot of
people get sldetracked with petty poll-
ties, But you have to have the goals,
objectives there. That'a where true
Icadershlp comes In.”

And MeConnell scems to have fol-
lowed his own prescriptlon for leader-
ship. Following the clty’s inauguration
on July 1, 1973, McConnell made a suc-
cesstul bid (o serve on the city's first
council.

HIS NEWLY elecled council col-
leagues atso elecied him the clty’s flrst
mayor.

“Iy was a vole of confidence and sup-
port for turning the city around. The
significant thing was that as townshlp
supervisor, I was able to gradually

“mold and shape the transition to city-

was quite smooth,” he sald.

Immedlately, McConnell and the
councll worked to fulfill his early no-
tion that Farmington ills nceded pro-
fesslona! management. 'l"bnt ted to a

talent search for the city's first mana-
ger — George Maforis, “After that, ev-
erything fell Into place,” McConnell

said,

But McConncll still bad notions
about what would make the clty suce
cossful, One thing that he is still in-
volved with is the effort to boost the
clty's tax base 30 residents won't be
{forced to pay high taxes some dav.

As townshlp supervisor, McConnell
formed the Industrial Tax Commlasion
with {former mayor Fred Lichtman as
chalrman. [ set the precedent for one-
year terms for mayor. [ reslgned. Fred
betame mayer and 1 took the leader-

Hills leader reflects on city’s growt

McCONNELL'S LOVE for Farming-
ton Hills led him Lo step out of the local
polltical scene and enter Oakland
County polltics Lo ensure that the newly
formed city was well-represented.

I sought election to the county com-
misslon because there were problems
with the county In commurileations. It
was a matter of getting a major volce.
The needs of our communlty were not
being addressed,” he sald.

In 1976, McConnell was elected Oak-
land County commissioner for the 25th
district. In the middic of his second
term, he resigned his commlssioner’s
scat for business reasons, .

Although it may have appeared
McConnell was leaving the political
and clvic world behind, McConnell, adlll
interested in the city's tax base, traded
in hls rote on the ¢lty's industrial com.
milsslon for the Economic Development

Corporatlon (EDC) when it formed in
19

9.

ship of the Industrial commission,” he
hood. And as a result, that transition sald,
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Bring some spring
into your winter from
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« Potted Silk Plants

« Silk Hanging Baskets i
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Design Consulting Available
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THREE PAIR VALUE

STOCK UP NOW ON THE HANES® SHEER PANTYHOSE YOU ALWAYS WANT
Values are greater when you buy Hanes® pantyhose three pair at a time
at Jacobson's. Choose Ultra-Sheer pantyhose in Barely There, Town Taupe,
South Paclfic, Gentle Brown, Barely Black. Four slzes, Ultra-Shaer, {oe to walst,
3 pair for 10.75; pair, $4. Ultra-Sheer tummy control, reinforced tos, 3 palr for
$12; pair 4.50. Ultra-Sheer, tummy control, sandalfoot, 3 palr for $12; palr, 4.50.
For light support, select Hanes?® Alivewin Baraly There, Town Taups, Littte
Color, White, Barely Black. Four sizas. Alive shear support, relnforced tos, nude
heel or sandalfoot, 3 palr for 18.75; palr, 8.95. Choose "Slik Refectlons™
Spandex Sheer in 10 shades and three sizes. Baraly Black, Barely Thare,
Travel Buil, Town Taupe, Pearl, Little Color, Charcoal, Navy, White, Cameo Pink.
Spandex Shear, sheer to waist, sandalfoot, 3 palr for 11.25; pair, 4.25.
Spandex Sheer, tummy control, sandalfoot, 3 palr for $12; palr, 4.50.

Jacobson's

Apparel Store, Bmingham

We walcome Jacobson’s Charge Carc or Tha American Express® Card.

OPEN THURSDAY AND FRIDAY UNTIL 8
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