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Two Charged Wlth Murder

Continusd from Page 1A

" testify about the Emun shoot-
ing, said Plunk

mmm CALLI.'NG neigh-
bors who watched both shoot.
ings as witnesses, Plunkett
sald Be will introduce physical

- evidence obtained by the state
police crime lab,

"It should be made clear
that the Farmington Township
Police Depan.mznt itself and
other officers in the depart-
ment should not be considered
to be lmpllca!ed in any way,”
Plunkett stre:

“'What's Involved i two offi-
cers who have just as many
constitutional rights as any
other person. This incident
involves the individual actions
of individual officers and
should not have any.effect on
other officers of the township ,
“department.”

Plunkett did tell this newspa-
per, however, he was ‘“‘dis-
tressed” over the refusal of
some township pollce officers
to cooperate with county state
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and state pollce investigators.

Plunkett said the accused
officers had every right not to
talk with investigators. '‘But
there were other officers who
were in no danger of being
accused of any crime who ref-
used to make statements or .
talk with us,” the prosecutor
said.

Plunkett described the re-
fusal of policemen not in dan-
ger of self-incrimination to
cooperate as *‘a serious under-
mining of law enforcemnt pro-
cedures.”

The prosecutor said .he
hoped the township- police ad-
ministrators would check into
the behavior of the balking po-
licemen and wauld attempt to
correct this.’

PLUNKETT SAID it is rou-
tifie for an investigation to be
taken for any incident when-a
police officer shoots someone.

“But, to my knowledge, no
police officer has ever been

ed with criminal homi-
cide in the history of this'coun-
ty,” he added.

Plunkett explained his stafl
had to make a decision about
going to-court after qblaining
statements from eye-witnesses

- .and galhering physical evid-

ence.

The' decision namwed down
to choosing between justifiable
or excusable homicide and
c:i‘fnlnxl homicide, he contin-
ued.

“The evidence, in both cas-
es, that we have been able to
gather indicates that it was not
Jjustifiable or excusable horni-

cide. Therefore, the charge
had to be criminal, humlclde B
Plunkett concluded.

! “We don’t enjoy’ the luxury
of walking away from such an
incident but must make a deci-
sion when someone is killed,”
said Plunkett.

‘BRAUN WAS THE husband -

of Mrs. Grayce Braun, heiress
lo the Vernor ginger ale for-

Snnneberg is the son of Wil-
liam Sonnerberg Sr., a town:
ship auxillary police officer
and. candidate for constable,
and nephew of TD\\'nshlp Clerk
Floyd Cairns.

Sonnerberg retired from the *

township police force a week
after the Braun shooting.
Sonnetberg now owns and .op-
gra!es & party store in Pon-

On the evening; of July 3,
Mrs. Braun had called town-
ship palxce and asked assist-
ance in' moving wher clothes
from: the Braun's residence in
Independence Commons,

After police and Mrs, Braun
arrived, Braun dropped 2 gun
he was carrying and ran into
the garage of the home accord-
ing lo state police.!

According to state police;
Braon picked up ja fireplace
log, struck an auxiflary officer
and threw It at a second offi-
cer. -

Braun grabbed a second log
and advanced on Sonnerberg,
state pohce report, who fireda
warning shot into’the ground
and then shot Braunonce in the
log and once above the waist
with a .357 magnum pistel.
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Inves report
police beat Braun on the
head With a blackjack, fractur-
ing his skull, before Sonner-
iberg fired hn: shu!v

GODWIN AND Warmack

were the two officers answ:r-
ing a call involving family
trouble at the Kephart home
Aug.

Mrs Kephart reportedly
told police on the scene her
husband had fired a shot in the

backyard, but a neighbor had _

the situation under control..ro]

“For some unknown re:
son,” says Plunkétt, Warmack
tired a warning shot when
Kephart walked out of his
home with hands in the air.
Godwin fired his shotgun,
Plunkett says, hitting Kephart
In the chest and killing blm
Instantly.

Investigators report Ke-
phart’s pistol was found inside
under the kitchen table in an
“inoperable” condition.

IN THE BRAUN shooting,

Township Patrolman Joha
Hedrick and an attorney were
immediately on the scene and

reportedly advised Sonnenberg *

and the
nothing.

other patrolmen to say

- Hedrick is president of the
Farmington Township Police
Officers Associatlon and the
attorney at the scene with his
was an
FOPA

Hedri

attorney.

ck was cleaved in Oak-
fand County Circuit Court of
assault| and battery charges
made against him about a year
ago. i

! But a civil suit is still pend-
ing #|U.S. District Court
against; Hedrick for allegedly

"beating: Waller Velowich and

‘assistant for Noel Gage :

violating' Vetowich's civil
rights. R

Abel ‘Selburn, attoraey for
Vetawich, is seeking a coust
Judgement of $125,000 against
Hedrick. Farmington Tawnship
and Township Police Chief Irv-
log' Yakes were uriglnnll)
named as co-defenders in (hat
clvil sult but have, since been
dropped.

Selburn says the civil suit is
now only against Hedrick, and
he hopes this case can be bro-
ught to trial and not dragged
on.,

It is expected that Gage will
be defénse atworney appearing
for Friday's preliminary
exam. Plunkett will be asking
that the accused officers be
bound over to circuit court to
§uhd Srail.

' Request Investigation

Cantinued from Page 1A
ever action it then deems ap-
propriate, if any, concerning
the hzndlmg of the foregoing
matiers.”

SUPERVISOR  CURTIS
BALL commented Corporal
Thomas Godwin was sus-
pended ‘Salurday because sus-
pension i automatic when a
felony warrant has been issued
against an officer.

When the warrants were Is-
suet Saturday, Hall continued,
lhrte other township patral-

1 were “‘suspended indefi-.
nilcly until such time that they
dellvered, written statements
to the prosecutor’s office.”

Hall remarked action could
nol.be taken against William
Sonnenberg Jr. because he no
longer i a member of the de-
partment.

reslgnauon from ‘the poh:e
force ‘before- the Braun shoot-

“ing July 3 and retired a couple

uf days afterwards.

Another eye-witness to the
Braun' shooting was an auxil-
iary patrolman, Hall ex-
plained, and not ‘subject to

+ suspenslon.

.

HALL SAID HE felt he could
not make the suspensions be-
fore Saturday because officers
who were not eye-witnesses
did not! know for certain if
they would be incriminated or
not until the warrants. were
actually] issued. .

In making his motion, Op-

perthauser explained -he had .

not discussed his motion with
other trustees .-prior “to the
meeting.

Opperthauser stressed it was
ot bls purpose to ask for an

into facts sur-

beig his
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rounding the two deaths be-
cause the proper investigation
aulhorh.es were the county
prosecutor’s office and state'
police. ’ :

‘I'm; concerned with the
fact that, apparently, the po-
lice officers involved as wit-

nesses ito both affairs have

failed to fully cooperate in the
investigation that followed by
the state police’ and caumy
pmseculor s office.”

AFTER THE events oc-
curred, he continued, all police

witnesses have an obligation to
report fully and cooperate
fully with law enforcemeni
agencies charged with-the in-
wvestigation of the two deaths.
Opperthauser said he under-
stood that those officers reluc-
tant to make statementy
shortly after the’ Braun shool-
ing were reluclant because of
advice given by the ulicruey
for the Farmingion: Police Uf-
flcers Assoclation,
“The-accused has the right
to remain silent byl,tne offi-
cers not accused and a witness
has every obligation as aiserv-
ant of this community to speak
out,” said Opperthauser who
added the nbhgauon is elearly

spelled ouit in"the fownship's "

police manual.

Hall complained that the
Detroit newspapers knew
aboul the warrants heing is-
sued;on Friday and the town-
ship: was not informed until
Saturday when the arrests
were made.

Trustee Fred Lichtman

- wondered why the officers

involved were not suspended
in July for not talking with the

* prosecttor’s office. kS

Lichtman then addcd “1
wonder how long we.are going
0 go on allowing Noel Gage to
run our police department.”
Gage is attorney representing
the FPOA. K X

Hall commented that the
next ume Gage or one of his

officers! not incriminated .but
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Mercury introduces

a new and better small car.

) L .

. Take the best small-car ideas.
Comet has them all. Easy parking and turning: the 2-
door can turn in a circle only 35.6 feet in diameter!
Low price: Mercury's low-
est-priced car. Gas mile-
age: rivals imports. Simple servicing: a handy repair
manual is available with dozens of do-it-ycurself tips.

Add the styling and performunce
of a bigger car.

d car luxury, too, Wi

wall Carpeting. And this all-new Camet gives you a .

~ Notice the big-
car grille with dra-
matic power-dome hood. Big-'+

ith rich, wall-to

L butkei—seul GT. Comet oters
you 3 ways to own a better small car: the 2.
door sedan seats 4 adults, a slightly
larger 4-door sedan seats 5 adults, or

1971 MERCURY COM

A cholte of 6's or V-8.

This is one small car that offers you exactly the
power you need or want. You have a choice o
of 3 thrifty "sixes” or a high- -performance

with115 hmsepwwer The second 0plmnal
“six" is a 250 cubic inch power plant . -
with 145 horsepower. Or you can get 4 .
i Comet's biggest engine option, a 302
"' cubic inch V-8 with 210 horsepower,

lot of that big-car get up and go, The standard 6" has -
100 horsepower. And you can get up to a 210 hp V8.

a GT with buckets, hood scoop, spe-
cial GT striping, the works, Options

3. Rgsulh a better small <ar. !

1971 Mercury Comet
(&-door sedan and GT madels
150 ssilable)

include automatic transmission, power
steering, even air conditioning.

Mercury. Beﬂer |deus make better cars.

A better iden for safety: Budde up.

e

Bob Dusseau Inc.
31625 Grand Rlver Avenue

l

.ship trustee,

appears on the
scene of a crime or arrest, the
commanding officer present
will instruct Gage to leave and
if he'doesn't “*he’ll be given a
free ride to the township hail.”

~Eartier in the meeting. Dr.
Burton Levy commented from
the audience that police offi-
cers in the departiment may be
in need of better training.

Levy, a candidate for town-
suggested that
more training might be neces-
sary If reports were correct
that a police report of only
four lines wassubmitted by
the reporting officer at the
Braun shooting.
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r HONORED GUEST —
ber of one of Farmington’s

Mrs. Clara Wixom. a mem- -
pioneer families. was guest

of honor Sept: 13 at a party in the American Legion
Hall marking her 30th birthday. (Evert photo}

Musicale Sale Lists
*1reasures And Trifles’

FARMINGTON
in order 10 continue its pro-

+ gram of scholarships for local

rmuzic stedents, the Farming-
ton Musicale wiil Yold its an-
sital 70-member **Trea
and Trifies” sale Sept. 26. in
Firit  United  Méthodist
Church, 33112 Giand River at
Warner. from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Proceeds of the sale, \‘hlt‘h
has a kistory of comrnunity ¢
support. will o to juuior and
senior high srhool students
chosen on the b of audi-
tiuns lu be held in the spring of

K-C Elects

St. Francis Council 4401
Knights of Columbus, 21900
Middlé Beit. Farmington. has
installed officers for the com-

ing year.
They include the Rev.
-James B. Knight. chaplain;

Dale Monette, grand knight:
John Kailunes, deputy grand
knight; Angelo Tata, chancel-
lor; Anthony Balach. advo-

MRS. PHILIP A. HART

150 Exh}bnd};' a5
DETROIT FALL .
ANTIQUE SHOW.- SAI.E

Sept. 16 - 20

1-11PM.

LIGHT GUARD ARMORY'
4400 E. 8 Mile Rd..
This ad entitles bearer to 50¢ discount -
on one full price adilt admission.
Managenent: s::whumum Ine, Datroit 48215

19' ! The auditions each year
are judged by experts in the
various fields of musical per-
formance, and are publicized
in, cooperation with the public
schools in Farmington.. -
““Treasures and Trifles” will
present items in the following
categories: furniture, apparel;
knick-knacks, jewelry, domes-
ties, glassware and dishes,
along with a children’s comer
of books, games and toys. A
feature of the sale will be a*
boutique of hand-made articles
offered by the Musicale’s Jun-
ior Group, the Glockenspiel&

Offlcers

cate; Richard Bloom, warden;
Leo * Meagher, lecturer;
Thomas Kula, financial secre-
tary.

Olhers are Charles Cunion,
treasurer; Lawren ce Young-
blood, recorder; Alfred Grese-
hover, Hugh Marx and George
Jogitch, trustees; Don Lock
Jr., inside guard; Ronald
Beaudoin and Jack Farrow.

Jane Hart
‘Will Open
Dein Office

FARMINGTON

Mrs. Janie Hart, wife of
U.S. Senator Philip Hart (D
Mich), will be in Farmington
at 7:30 p.m. tonight (Sept. 16)
-1o formally open the regional
Democratic headquarters lo-
cated at 30752 Grand River
near Nine Mile.

The leadquarters, which
opened recently, serves the
Farmington area as well as
West Bloomfield, Orchard
Lake, Sylvan Lake, Milford,
Commercs, Walled Lake, Wix-
om, Lyon, South Lyon, Novi
and Northyille.

The headquarters will con-
centrate on vater registration
and get-adt-thé-vote activities
in the vatfous communities as
well .as Winning “support for
Sen. Hart! Democratic guber-

natorial’} candidate, Sander

. Levin and
candldales.
Mrs. Hart will perform the

other Democnlu:

tember 16,.1970 _

tradmonql“nbbon-cnumg"
ceremonieg as well as relate
her experiences in the' cam-
paign and jviews on the elec-
tion issues.

All interested area residents
are invited to attend. Coffee
will be served.

- 9 P, Sunday)

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS .

3 BEGINNING bCTOBER 1, 1970 AN ADDITIONAL PENALTY OF $3.00
WILL BE ADDED TO EACH 1968 AND PRIOR YEARS DELINQUENT TAX
THAT APPEARS UNPAID ON THE RECORDS of fha County Treasurer,

THIS AMOUNT [S ADDED ACCORDING TO THE PROVISIONS OF SEC-

TION 211.59 COMPILED LAWS OF MICHIGAN FOR 1948 19 COVER

THE EXPENSE| OF SALE ON THOSE TAXES AND DESCRIPYIONS SUB-
- JECT, TO SALE AT THE NEXT MAY TAX SALE.

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT WILL SAVE YOU THIS ADDITIONAL )’ENALTY
AND KEEP YOUR PROPERTY FROM APPEARING IN THE PUBLIC LIST
OF LANDS I’O BE OFFERED AT TAX SALE,

: C, HUGH DOHANY
OAKLAND COUNTY TREASURER
1200 N. TELEGRAPH ROAD
PONTIAC, MICHIGAN 48053
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