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By Dan Groonberg

Producer strugg|

quality would attract studio backing.
“No one would tauch it,” Yorkin

spoclal wrlier
HOSE OF US who live in the
world where the decimal
polnt is way over near the
left have romanticized Im-
ages of the heavy hitlers that produce
megabuck movles, It Is refreshing

and encouraglng to meet a flim writ-
dircel 1tivi

wryly, “because it was a
movle for people over 25. 1 didn't
think 30, 30 § went ahead and signed
Gene Hackman, Ellen Burstyn and
Ann-Margaret with a ‘pay ‘or play’
agreement. 1 thought some studio
backing would be ferthcoming wlth a
cast like that.”
C

P wha:
1y, literacy and humanlsm rlse
the megabuck psychosis.

Bud Yorkin was In town recently
promoting his new movle, “Twice Ina
Lifetime.” At a press Iuncheon at
Dimitrl's of Southtield, Yorkin spoke
at great and interesting length about
the problems independent filmmak-
ers face,

“Everybedy's going for the brass
ring. Splelberg did the. ness a dis-
service. Now everyone thlnks a movie
has to gross a hundred million. If it
doesn’t appear to have that potentlal,
no one will touch it,” he said.

Yorkln described the great difficul-
ties he cncountered with the produe-
tion of “Twlce In a Lifetlme,” which
premlered last November In New
York and moved Into major, natlon-
wide distrlbutlon, opening Friday in
600 theaters around the country, the
Detroit area included.

“I \VAS attracted {o the materlal
because it looked at dlvorce in a very
honest way, Colin Welland's screen-
play avoids all the casy outs,” he sald,
Yorkin began worklng with Weltand
on the screenplay in 1983, thinking its

above

Yeorkin's credits, it's
hard to imaglne him having so imuch
difticulty with a property he was con-
vinced would make a great movic,
Yorkln, who staried in the *50s in tele-
vislon, (s a four-time Emmy Award
winner. He warked on Fred Astaire
speclals, the Jack Benny shows, Mar-
tin and Lewls and the Tennessee Er-
nle Ford show.

He directed Frank Sinatra In
“Come Blow Your Horn" and also dl-
rected “Divorce American Style” and
“Start the Revolution Without Me.”
He was exccutive producer on *Blade
Runner” and produced Willlam Frled-
kin's “Dea) of the Century.”

In splte of those credits and bis
greal success In partnershlp with
Norman Lear on “All in the Family,”
“Sanford and Son,” “Maude,” “Good
Times™ and many other projects, Yor-
kin was disappolnted that even with
such a stellar cast no one would back
him. *But, 1 belleved so sirongly in
this project that I hocked al) my neg-
atlves for $7% millien and produced
the fllm mysclf,” he said.

PRINCIPAL photography began

i

FPRA ¢

Bud Yorkin, who p

b
July 15, 1984, and was compteted
Sept. 13 in and araund Seattle with
the Washington State Film’Commis-
sion cooperating tremendously. Local
cltlzens got into the act as extras for
crowd scenes and eventunlly got ac-
customed to so many celebritics in
town. Footage was shot.al Seattle
Marlner and Seattle Seahawk games.
“By that ttme they were so used to us
that they Just ignored us in the
stands,” Yorkin sald, B

Yorkin described the filming: "We

edtog

ico in a Lifotime,”
belleves a tilm’s worth isn't measurod in megabucks.

pretty much shot the film in
sequence, which is unusual, because I
wanied to build on ensemble acting.”
In “Twice in a Lifetime” the charae-
ters do grow and mature (remendous-
Iy as they wark together. Onc of the
film's great attractlons fs the stunn-
ingly realistic and cvocative inter-
play of famlly llfc.

Most notable In the cast is Ellen
Burstyn as Kate Mackenzle, whose
husband, llarry (Gene Hackman), Is
Icaving her for another woman after

et film made|

30 years of marringe. Kate must re-

bulid her life if she is to survive and

Burstyn glves the season’s most exclt-

Ing performance as an individual who

gathers her inner strength Lo fend off

;ilirsaslcr. to survive and rebulld her
{3

Burstyn galned 20 pounds, inten-
tionally, before principal photogra-
phy began and then lost it gradually
as filmlng progressed. As her charac-
ter Kate rebuilds her life, Burstyn the
actress graphlcally, as well as psy-
chologically, restructures hersell,
That devotion to craft is the hallmark
of this fine productlon.

Burstyn is really Edna Rae Gillooly
from Detroit, where she aitended
Cass Technical High School. Although
her first performance was as a Cass
Tech cheerleader, she has the distine-
tion of winning an Oscar and a Tony
[n the same year, 1975, when she won
an Antalnette Perry Award for her
Broadway' performance In “Same
Time, Next Year™ and an Oscar for
“Allce Doesn't Live Here Anymore.”

WHEN THE FILM was complcted,
Yorkin was stunned to find that none
of the studlos would distribute It

“But I was so convinced ‘Twlce ina
Lifetime' v:as a good movice, that I de-
clded to distribute it myself,” he sald.
*Besldes, the clock was running on
the $7% milllon, That’s a lot of Inter-
est.”
Yorkin began sereenlng the film at
festivals and on college campuses,
getting good reviews and good re-
sponses,

“We put together our own distriby.
tion network — and that means dolng N
the traiters, everything, all yourscll. ‘
I'm distributlng it for about 18 pet. |. :
cent, 19 'percent where the atudios
charge 35 percent, bit I don't make H
50 many long-dlstance calls,” he sald. |

“When the film opened last Novem-
ber in New York, I'took a full page in
‘the New York Times for 32 grand,
and that'a pretty scary when you only
have one theater to support that ex-

pense. .

“But the reviews were good and
word of mouth has bullt the flim's fol-
lowlng so that we're now In about 180
theaters and, as of the 24th, will be In
600 theaters around ‘the country.
That's major distribution so that the
cable and VCR people can Jook at the !
blg grosses and feel secure they've
got & financial winner.”

Yorkin was asked about 'his next -
project. .

“I've been working on a_script '
about prisons for a tong time, There's
got to be something wrong with the
whole system when you hear what
goes on, I'd like to take a look at the
problem, in a comic way, from a dlf-
:clrcnt vlewpoint than the usual prison

lim.*

“Twlce in a Lifctime” opencd in the
Detroit area to at least one rave re-
vicw {the Observer & Eccentrle), It 12
an exclting example of film art pro-
duced by someone with talent and the
courage ‘of his convictions — Bud I
Yarkin.

Simon’s ‘Memoirs’ is warm, witty

Performances of Neil Simon's
“Brighton Beach Memoirs,” direct-
ed by Muartin MHerzer, continue
through Sunday, Feb. 23, at the Bir-
mingham Theatre. For ticket {nfor-
mation, call the box office at 644~
3533,

By Bnrbara Michals
spoclal writoe

review

Whitileld), growing up in Brooklyn in
1937, While his parents must deal with
the harsh reallties of the Depresslon
and the strain of sheliering three im-

The soft scpia tones of the open set
perfectly establish the mood for
“Brighton Beach Memoirs,” Nell
Simon’s warm and touching comedy of
famlly llfe. The current productlon at
the Birmingham Theatre i3 an excel-
lent rendltlon of Simon’s finest play.

This autoblographlcal work is the on his famlly's behavior. His mother, and are perfect. Under director Mardin Herzer, the CANNOT BE USED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTIONS .
‘most moving In Smon's large canon of  Kate (Barbara Caruso), for instance, — Caruso ably shows the strain Kate Is ::;“clf ‘:;‘l‘;l’"xi“ ';“:;:”Lﬁ“sz'&d ‘::‘:"z‘x Resecvations; 649-1840 . .
hits. Laughter is still in gencrous sup-  does wondrous and Incomprehensible - under as she juggles the problems of tnmuam&ﬁp—nglch ST . 3270 West Big Beaver Road . . B
ply, but the sharp one-liners that mark  things like whispering the pames of her chitdren, husband, slsier and nicces g - Sheffield Office Plaza

Simon's usua) witty repartce have been
softencd with a gentle depth of fecling.

poverished relatives, Eugene, newly
obsessed with {emale anatomy, ‘lusts
after his cousin Nora and dreams of
playing for the Yankees.

Eugene wins the audlence immedi-
ately by confldlng his Innermost
thoughts directly to it. As a budding
welter, Eugene delights in

in his pocket or at dinner hidden his
much-disdained llver under the mashed
potatoes. } '

WHITFIELD 1S totally captivating -

as Eugene. His speech conveys just the
right mix of Broklyn:Jewish Intona-
tlons and scif-deprecating frony. “H
only I was Jtallan,” he laments. “All the
best Yankees arc ltallan ... My
mother makes spaghetti with ketehup,
What chance do I have?”

As Jack, the family patriarch, Vietor
Ralder-Wexler Is the epltome of a wise
and loving father. Vhile a blt brusque
on the surface, he I3 full of good advice
and tenderly fosters independent think-
ing. Raider-Wexlef's expressive face

dread discases so God shouldn't hear
her, admonlshing Eugene to “write qui-

— ahl in her charge. In the play's
quleter moments though, her volee nev-

Mary Boucher is excellent as Kate's
younger sister Dlanche, struggling to
{ind herself after slx years of widow-
heod and lifclong dependency on oth-
ers. Her kind, understanding heart
reaches ot to her rebellious teen-age
daughter, her alceholie nelghbor, and
cv{cn to the sister who has just told her
off,

Allyson Rice plays Blanche's petu-
lant daughter, Nora, longing to become
o Broadway dancer Instead of finishing
high school. Cara Philllps Is Nora's
booklish younger sister, pampered and
lazy because of a heart murmur, Jo-
seph Fugua Is Stanley, the older
brother Eugene adores, All are fine in
thelr roles.

‘There's a unlversal appeal {o “Brigh-
ton Beach Memolrs™ that allows cach
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“[:ST.D.” (TAKE SOMEONE TO DINNER) -
SURE TO BEAT THE "WINTER BLAHS"

One Free dinner entree when a second dinner entree !
of equal or greater value is purchased.

OFFER GOOD MONDAY THRU SATURDAY FROM 4:00 P.M.

EXPIRES FEBRUARY 7, 1966

*Brighton Beach” is narrated by 13- etly” and knowing instinctively when  er quite softens enough, nor IS she cth-  viewer Lo recognize a plece of his own
ycar:ﬂgﬂ ulréugeni Jerome (Mll);hvll Eu};;ene has secreted a forbidden cookie  nle enough to be fully bellevable. family, his own adoescence. .
P : g
gOMENg\DE PASTA . i K
—— . 8. , — EAFOOD
= SHJOWCASE, = SPECIALIZING IN
! N = ITALIAN CUISINE
CINEMAS = FOR OVER 25 YEARS ] QI S

“PONTIAC 1+2+304°5 =551

WARGAIN MATINEL DAILY:S
- col

EVIRY TUESDAY, ALL SEATS, ALL DA’

.50 FIRS AHIERNOON SHOW ONtY:”

NTINUOUS PERFORMANCES SAT,SUN. & HOLIDAYS
LATE SHOWS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY . -

]

Beers Wine» Liquor
“Food In o Class of Its Own"
at the Cafe Ferrarl 978-1820
2505 14 Mile, One Mile E. of Oakland Mall

50

Mid-Winfer Dine-Inn

Wea wishad we would have found this place &
Jong fime ago..1’s well worth the drivel Enjoy dinner for two at an extra special price.

"RECGO TWIN T ] 7F
 CINEMA |  ONE ENTREE HALF PRICE*

O P ann - 021000 . | with purchase of any regular price entree of =
ALL SEATS 1% SUN,-THURS. . | equal or greater value . . |

1. THE ELIMINATORS (PO) ' T WW/

# TUESDAY BARQAL NOT IN EFFECT FOR
“OUT OF AFRICA" & "COLOR PURPLE"

[ THE COLOR PURPLE eux]
TWICE IN A THE JEWEL®=D
5t LIFETIME mit OF THE N ;
THE BEST OF | (MURPHY’S Rl |
e TIMES e |ROMA 2T
BHOW TIMES

‘PONTIAG 6o7+8¢9¢10 5000557

*Maximum value £0.23. Does 1ot (nelude tax o
ssutuily. Deverage and dessert are extra. Limitone
meal per coupon.

i, DOUBL!

BARGAIN MATINEE DAILY-S2.50 FIRST A# IERNDOH SHOW GHLY TROLL (PG-13) - . — /
. CONIINUODS FIRFOTMANCES SAL, SUN.A HOLIDAYS { ) o m&ﬂﬂrmmww 7;&:1 T,
LATE !NQW_S IRIDAY AND SATURDAY aa0) e rough Where thea o the o b alve ..

[OF _ Mewralomwgsated e e — —

If you're a lover of finc foods, here's your
opportunity to indulge your palate at a
(asty savings. Becausg each Monday
through Thursdey during the month of,
February, the Early American Room and
the Ten Eyck Tavern are serving some-
thing special: Your chance to enjoy any
entree on our regular menusand get a

.. — EVERY IUESDAY. ALL SIAIS; ALLDAY. $2.50 —
e DOWN & OUT IN y
hickiond EVERLY Hil. m) §

1RON
..“‘.!.'? PlEEsuKEm EAGLE mm| g
] pl [ *OUT OF
; | [ousaoon

Just present your Dine-Inn Discount
coupon to your server when you're ready
order dinner. Then stt back and enjcy a.
delicious dinner, for two at a special price. 7 |
: ALSOQAVAILABLE & : - . N
TW0 MENU ITERS FOR FEBRUARY* o
Pilet & Crab Comblaation = Bieef Tenderioln & Crab Legs,
Suup.&md.Vegt'nturmem .

shown with
BLACK MOON RISING (R}
XXX

tu.‘

AMANRRNL 80 §9 46T AN B A0 AN AANT A S

SUNDAY
BRUNCH

caLt, -m- FOR BHOW TIMES__ ) icac]?n?-i entree of equal or lesser value for, o 4879 foc two
RS 682:5544 price. with Crab or Shrimp, Soup, Salad. Vegetabie ar Potatg. .+ 7
. sumwvla!!m':llueng lclllrlltil':l?i{ xR BUFFET » mmngen:fdnaﬂh p- T ;‘I_d‘;&“wm
3 iy - .
B et Voted #1 by Detroit's oo g e s
=~ [VIRY TULSDAY, ALL STATS. ALL SHOWS, b2 twO Clty I-n‘lagazlnes

AWA) HEY ws |
2 TRA ._
. POWER ul|i01 s |l

STAXTS PRDAY AT ey N

ROCKY IV

"And only $8.98 Childen 7 and under $4.93
", Served from10t02pm. .

Kingsley Inn

*WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD
SLOOMFIELD HILLS + GA2-0100

STARTS
FRIDAY.
Al

W



