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St. Paul

ST. PAUL, MINN. — There Is a wail
of sirens as Vuleanus Rex and his sooty
crew turn the corner of Rice Park In an
anclent red {ire englne.

The crowd along the parade roule
leans furward past a rank of red and
blue and yellow winter caps to caich
sight of them == the Prince of Soot, the
Yaron de Sparkus and the king of flr
himsell, The wind chill factor is 11 be-
0w zero, but nobody seems to notlee.

Boreas Rex,
king of the winter
winds and relgn-
tng monarch of
the 100th Strect
Pau) Winter Car-
nival, has leng
ago passed the re-
viewlng stand
with the Queen of
Snows al his side,
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contiiwing tavelwite  €ars and - the
———————— marchlng bands
.are disappearing down Fifth Street,

“talong with ke hugh floats bearlng

ww princesses and carved ice

alaces.

" Now the Vuleans are here, terrors of
e town In ulcllr rcdbcckgsi;mus l;l‘nd

«suiisks, capes {lylng nd as they

'-?:l'ﬂb laughing women from the crowd
and plant black greasy kisses on their
chiecks, A grease-marked face Is a sign
of lienor during the wild ten days of the

=carnival.

THE ST. PAUL Winter Carnival is
e vldest and one of the largest fos-
vals In the country. Some say that the
ounders of New Orleans Mardl Gras
“w{estival learned thelr ropes here. It all
siarted 100 years ago when a New
York City reporter declared that St
*aul In winfer was a Irozen Siberia, un-
for human habitation.
The ploncers set out to show that de-
tancd Eastener how much fun a St
ul winter could be, In 1986 they held
elr first carnival and built their first
palace. There was no legend quite
. ?ﬂoﬂ enough for them so they created

licir own,
According to the legend, King Boreas
& wandered through paradisc’ until he
found the seven hills of St. Paul, where
= he,settled wlth the princes of the four

Art or Comparative Politlcs, or hoth.

son based on double occupancey.

471-7644, for regisiration Information.

The official .

European tour set

Oakland Community Coliege Is sponsoring a 2t-
dny European study program beglnning May 1. En-
rollees can carn theee credlts In Northern European

Cittes in Scandinavia, Germany, France and the
Soviet Unlon wlll be toured. Cost is $2,641 per per-

Call Marilyn Flnke), 471-7799, or Gerald Faye,

Tours inelude: Stockhotm’s Royal Opera House,
Leningrad’s St. Isnac Cathedral, West Berlin's Egyp-
tlan Museum, East Bertln's Pergamon Muscum, Col-
3 ogne's Palace of the Roman Governor, Dusseldor’s
3 Goethe Muscum and Parls’ Louvre Muscum,
. Alsa set are visits to serveral of the world's great-
$ cost museums, discusslons of recent world events and
3 opportunities for shopping and sightseelng.

winter

The lce nculpture
cantest is one of 120
eventes. Other

during the thaw, so the blocks wouldn't
hold steady.

On the first day of carnival, the pal-
ace was only half bullt, but good freez-
Ing weather hassheld since then. Every-
body Is praying that the palace will be
finished this weck.

In the tate 19th century, they got rid
of the palace after the carnival by
stringing it with hundreds of roman
candles and letting the spectacular
fireworks melt the ediflce.

BUT INSURANCE considerations
dominate this year's construction, so
the castle will go down as silently as
possible when the carnlval is over.

Hundreds of other Ice sculptures are
an lmportant part of each year's Win-
ter Carnlval, As we stand on the parade

parades, dog aled
races and hot-air

winds, who dominated the four cortiers
of the world,

Boreas, King of Winter, is crowned
every year at the beginntng of the car-
nival, which began this year on Jan. 22
and will end Feb. 8.

Every good legend needs a vittain, so
of course the gods sent Vulcanus Rex,
King of Fire, to torment the good King
Boreas and delight the citlzens of the
realm with his antics.

THE SOOTY KING appears unex-
peetedly with his sooty Krewe every
year in city bars, in shopplng ccnters,
wherever the princes with thelr greasy
black cheeks can leave thelr mark on
passing faces.

At the end of the caralval, the disre-
putable Vuleanus dethrones the proper,
clegant Boreas, warming the way to
spring.

Psychologlsts say that erazy winter
carnivals are exactly what we need to
get through a long winter and this one
Is crazy in all the right ways. There are
120 events in parks around the city and
on nearby Lake Phalen — dog sled rac-
es, hot-alr bailoons, ice sculpture con-
tests and Klondlke Kate's casine. And
fireworks, parades and rides_on the
Vulean fire cngines.

This year, to cclebrate the hundredth

- SAVINGS

anniversary of the carnlval, the clty
planned the biggest ice castle ever
built In the world, 155 fect of sparkllng
splendor scheduled to open with fan.
fare and flreworks on the opening day
of the carnlval.

IT WOULD have warked if Vulcanus
Rex hadn't breathed too much fire and
created a January thaw. The palace
was only half built when the parade be-
gan. They sthl hope to finish the lee
palace by Jan. 31, so that It can shine
(he last week of the festlval.

‘There have been 17 fce palaces in a
century of carnivals, but this year's
fantasy would be (he only one to cqual
the palaces built during the first three
years, In 1886, it was a huge medieval
castle,

In 1887, eight years after Thomas
Edison invented the first practical light
bulb, it was n Romanesque fantasy
glowing with electrlc light. In 1888, the
turreted wonderland was the largest
ever built, although it too thawed slow-
1y under the fiery breath of Vulcanus

Rex,

Thls year’s Ice palace, an abstract
fantasy for chlldren’s wonderland, was
Lo be the grandest of them all, and the
whole clty turned out to build It. People
who wanted to own a plece of the pal-
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Plus More

Especially for Seniors
9 Day Holiday in

England
“Fully Escorted”
March 19-27 *1249

i i Roundlrip air by British Airways
7 Nights-1st class hotel (n LONDON

Extensive Touring
Alrport Transters
Travel Insurance

Arrangoments by Elgin Tours-Port Carling,
Ont. for reservations aor information contact:
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AT mtn,689-3073 §
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14Days Feb,
Hilton Head 8Days Mar.
Inland .
-{NewYorkCity 5Days Mar,
.|Hawali Deluxe  13Days April -
. |Washington D.C, 8Days  April
-~ [Alaska 18Dsys  July

. Call for brochures on these and other

CARNIVAL « SITMAR » ROYAL VIKING
NCL » SUN LINES « PRINCESS
ROYAL CARIBBEAN » CUNARD
QE IT « HOLLAND AMERICA
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ace paid $10 for one of the 50,000 ch
blocks, each welghing 700 pounds and
measuring twe feet by 3.5 fee by 22
inches,

TIRE ARCIITECTS, who donated
thelr time, estitnale now that the pal-
ace would cost $1,2 milllon if cvery-
thing was paid for. The unions donated
their time to build it and the people
bought the lee, so the out-of-pocket ex-
penses were $200,000 Instead of $2.5
milllon.

The system of constructlon was
based on that used in the olden days.
The city found two men who were In-
volved In the last really major icc pal-
ace project in the 1940s. They bor-
rowed an antlque fce cutter from an-
other city, bullt a conveyor belt and
went lo work.

The ice is cut in huge uniform blocks
from the lake, rafled to the conveyor
and lifted up hill through a {inishing op-
cratlon that ensurcs uniform size.
Cranes lift the huge blocks to workers
waltlng to bulld the walls, layer by lay-
er. No additlonal malerials can
vsed; wood or sieel would melt the ice.

Even the mortar 1s made of stow
and water, and that's what has caused
the problem. The ice blocks haven't
melted, but the motar refused to [reeze

THA

5o, youwerentpnningonawinter  vABantic, a lavish fioating resort.
vudcyr?qnwmmmm i
9¢" I your by scnumptious meas a day. op notch
O could be youte just Plon IXe.  enpertarment, ey free
We understond. oxiing <o
shove how much, .
e e e o oo Qoose
Guises that ore sure to un "no plans”  enjice
Into Big Plans for you. the 13-
dercisle, Rodds,youll  febnury 23
:499“ w%%nkdlmmum enchanting
. tasa™ For Spacial Rates on February 23 .
N 419"' and March 26 Cruisos, Contact;
12475% N
.+ 1508%
12095 N
auwp 925 Mason St.

Dearborn

BETTER RATE
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Savings on selected Winter,
Caridbean group aruise departures.

St Thomas, Borbocios, Antisua,
Martinique, and Curcso, And youTt
come back jooking and feeling iz a
million bucks. svAliantic, Liderian
reEgistry.

route, King Borcas and Vol-
canus Rex go by, the layers of people
on the cdge of Rice Park make a frame
of colorful coats, caps and winter boots
around the acres of ice sculptors who
have heen chopping, chipping and re-
finlng thelr masterpieces for the final
judging.

They started at 9 a.m. with 400-
pound blocks of lee in a snowy park, In

carnival provides hot time for all

the center of town. As the day wears
on, and children watch wide-cycd, fan-
tastic figures cmerge under the sculpt-
Ing hands: cagles and sca horses, birds
Ina frozen tree, chitdren holding hands.

ALL EYES were turned on the seulp-
turlng untll the parade began (o wind
around the park. Now the crowd faces
the streel, cheerlng the young woman
belng tossed from a blanket Into the
alr, the clown who rldes ¢n a high unl-
cycle, the yacht club float that got lts
funnels caught on the wires as it turned
the corner, and of ceurse, un the follow-
ers of Vuleanus Rex.

Vulean's princes capered down the
street leaving thelr greasy Kisses be-
hind them as they followed the parade.
Now they are coming back, slreps
sereamling as thelr fire engine goes the
wrong way along the parade reute.
Sooner or later they will win out
agalnst the lee of winter, and spring
will come at last.

For more Informatlon on St. Paul,
which hosts many festivals throughout
the year, contact the St. Paul Conven-
tton Burcau, B-100, Landmark Center,
St. Paul, 55102 or telephone toll-free 1-
800-328-8322, Ext. 983,

Florlda - Recommended Harbor Island Spo Packa,
Harbor Island Spa’.
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1-800-SPA-SLIM

.Come out of the “Cold"
dnd melt oft POUNDS
at Amerlca's #1 Spa’

Calt now & recéive the Isiest information
2"+ on our reasanable rtes,

Room rate includes: 3 Supervised meals dally - Dieticlan -
Spas for men & women - Free massages - Indoor & water
exerclse classes - Free tennis - Goll (avail) - Nightly
dinner dancing & Entertainment - Every resort facilily.

Lorey Povkou's .

arbor, [ :
) Spa non. - 1-800-SPA.SLIM
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d, Mismi Baach, FI. 33143

® Special Charter Departures
Every Friday From
December 20- April 4, 1986

® Wide Variety of Excellent
Hotel and Condominiums
To Choose From

Island

DETROIT
CAYMAN ISLANDS
NON-STOP SERVICE

WHITE SAND BEACHES, CRYSTAL CLEAR
WATER, WARM CARIBBEAN SUN.

For Reservations See Your Travel Agent

For Information Call:
1-800-247-9900

- “call how for rates & brochure
CALL TOLL FREE - diai;

(1-800-772-7546) .
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PHETERSON
AIRONIY

® Air-Only Secats Available
On Each Flight.

WITH HOTEL FROM

$59900

PER PERSON
DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

vacatlons from 1-30 days 686-3073
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