OLE _ Thursday, January 30, 1968

Hills housing rehab dollars all committed

By Josnne Mallezewaki
staff writer

With four months still leit in the
1985-86 fiscal year, Farmington Hllls'
housing rehabilitation program is at
the limit Hnacially.

«'We have $43,000 left, but it is all
committed, We are putting people ona
priority wvalting llst,” sald Cheryl
Carter, housing rehabllitation speclal-
Ist In the Farmington Hilis Community
Development Divislon.

The houslng
program _started

the 1985-86 fiscal

year with
$l30 898 — a por-
tion of the clty's
total [federal
Communlity De-
yelopment  Block
Grant money. The
program had an
additlonal $20,000
from the repay-
ment of low-inter.

Chery} Carter
est lonns glven to low-10-moderate resi-

dent:
slnru‘d four years ago, the program

Is deslgned to help homcowners —
whose eligibllity s dctcrmlncd by In.
come — rehabilitate thetr houses with
Improvements such as new roofs, heat-
Ing, plumbing and electrical instaila-
tions, furnaces, insulation, and new alu-
minum sidlng.

At a time when the program is une
doubledly successful, however, CDBG

money could become tighter. In the
coming fiscal year, clty offlcials plan
to allocate $130,058 of the total
$309,000 expected In CDBG money. But
if cuts are made at the federal level,
the allocatlon for the housing rehablll-
tatlon program could change, sald
Richard Lampl, community develop-
menl coordinat

F THE lederal government decides
o enllrc)y cut the CDBG program, the
housing rehabllitation program could
continue with money from loan repay-
ments. But the Jevel of service provid-
ed through the program ocbvlously
would be less than is currently provid-
ed, Lampl said. The program could be-
come one that provides help for emer-
gency home repalrs.

Since the program’s blrth, approxi-
mately $50,000 has been recelved In
loan repayments.

Homeowners, whose eligibility for
the program Is determined by tncome
Tevel, are given deferred or low-inter-
est loans, or grants to help improve
their houses, The maximum loan avall-
able Is $8,500, with the average running
about $6,500, Carter said.

“We are seelng more people come to
the program. The popularity has in-
creased,” she said, adding there's no
longer a need to advertise the program.
“We dcnt seek people to apply any-
more."

1n Its almost four years, the program
has helped provide housing Improve.
ments about 128 houscholds. A pro-
gram that offers deadbolt locks has
served 97 low-to-moderate-Income sen-
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The next frontier:
Peace

This booklet challenges
the inevitability of conflict. It
shows how peace can be waged
and won in individual lives. In

Read Waging peace: the spiritual

basis. It asks you to consider peace and

chsunthonaturat: your role in it from a new perspective.

A perspective that includes all mankind.
Explore the next frontier. Peace.

This booklet is available for sale at

your local Christian Science Reading

Christian Science Reading Room

for citizens. A third program, offered in
conjuctlon with the Farmington Hills
Fire Department, has provided 175
smoke detectors, also for familtes with
Jow-to-moderate incomes, Carter sald,

ABOUT 50 percent of applications
for loans and grants are made by single
female heads of households. Another
20-23 pereent of the applications are by
senior citlzens. Famllles account for
the remaining percentage, Carter sald.

Of the three financing mechanisms

— low-interest and deferred loans or
grnnls the low-Interest loans are by
far the most popular, Carter said, The
Interest rate charged on the loans is 3
percent and applicants have up to 15
years 1o repay. Payment perlod are es-
tablished, according to abllity to pay.
“We try to work with the people,” she
added. Of the 137 loans provided by the
program, only three have been delin-
quent.

Applicants generally know what type
of house repairs are nceded when they
scek help through the program. Al-
though Carter may make suggestlons
for other needed repalrs, “We're not
golng to come in and say we are going
to do 16 other ltems. We wlll make
suggestions, but we won't force it,” she
sald.

PUBLIC NOTICE

While using the bencflts offered
through the city's housing rehabllita.
tion program, Carter also sceks help
for residents through other agencics,
such as the state Department of Social
Services, Salvation Army and Con-
sumers Power.

“We try o streich our dollars as
much as possible,” Lampi sald.

WORKING WITH other agencles to
provide appllcant famllles with help
that the housing program cannot pro-
vide — food and clothing ~ “puts per-
sonality into our program. We are stiil
on the parameters of helping people.
We're golng onc step beyond,” Carler
sald. Carter also reccives referrals
from other agencles, especlally re-
quests to place the homeless,

Applicatlons for the housing rehabill-
tatlon program can be obtained at the
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Farmington Hills Community Develop-
ment office at 473.9503, To be cligiblle
for the program, a vesident must occu-
py the house that nceds repairs and
mccl the followlng Income limlts:

8,200 for a onc-person house-

old.
® $30,900 for a seven-person house
hold.

® $32,500 for an elght-persen houze
hold.

u] 3
@ $20,800 for a Lwo-person house-
1t an appllcatlon Is approved, the
homeowner Is required to obtaln pric:
bids for approved works from a [i-
censed and approved comtractor. In
some cases, when a homeowner can t
tl;v work, the loan wlil pay for materi-
als.
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