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f you have g news item or an
idea for a feature story or an ac-
tien picture with a Farmington-
area conncction, send a note to
our downtown office at 33203
Grand River, Farmington 48024

CONDOS in Fiorida, South
Carollna and Colorado. A mink
Jjacket and a mlcrowave aven,

These are some of the ktems to be
auctioned at Farmington Hitls
Merey High's Auction '86 Saturday,
Feb. 15,

An international tabte will
{eature donatlons {rom Mercy
alumnae around the world,

Proceeds will hc]p pny lor thc
school’s new roof. §

’| Steve Garaglola of WXYZ-TV wlll
be master of ceremonies.
Mercyalres wilt provide
entertainment.

Auctlon chalrwomen are Cathy
Seydel of West Bloom!icld Township
and Pat Young of Livonla.

Merey parents have sponsored
pre-auction partles and studenis
helped IlIm a promotional video, -

. WATCH that speedometer,
.. Farmington Clty Councll has . --
authorized Department of Publie
Safety Dircctor Frank Lauhoff to
purchase five clectronlc radar unlts
under the state purchase contract
that explres Feb, 15,

Four of the flye will replace 9-
year-old unlts beglnning to
experlence maintenance problems,
Lauhoff sald. The total purchase
pricels $5,697.

“The courts accept officer
testimony as lo radar results as
acceptable evidence in proving
violatlons of speeding Jaws. It Is
essential that police agencies
maintain equipment of the highest
quatity and reliability so that this
evidence continues to be
aceeptable,” City Manager Robert
Deadman sald.

LOCAL business folks can
trade business cards and meet other
chamber members at the
Farmingtor/Farmington Hills
Chnmbcr of C mixer 5:30-

February 6. 1986

Farmington:

a step

closer

to local DDA

For a related editorial comment,
see Page 184,

By Casoy Hone
staff writer

‘Taking the lead from consultant
Christopher Wzacny and area resl-
dents, the Farmington City Counell in-
troduced an ordinance Monday author.
tzing formatlon of a Downtown Devel-
opment Authority (DDA).

The unanimous vote followed the
Birmingham consuliant’s presentation
highlighting a recently completed 10-
month study. It also followed questions
and comments from more than 40 resi-
dents and business leaders during a

State of
the state
revisited

By Joanno Maliszowaki
stofl weiter

State Rep. Wilbur (Sandy) Brotherton
of Farmingten and state Sen. Jack
Faxon of Farmington Hills have oppos-
ing oplnlons about Gov. Blanchard’s
proposed random sobricty checkpolnts.

Yet both lawmakers also offered
simttar comments about the governor's
70-minute  state-of-the-state address
Jan. 30,

1 found that it was the best speech
he had ever made,” said Brotherton, a
six-term Republican representative, *1
would give him good grades. I thought
he bent over backwards to

public hearlng. The hearlng Is 2 neces-
sary stepin lormlnga DDA.

Mayor William
Hartsock voiced §
his support, call-
Ing the DDA “a
catalyst that will
spearhead Im-
provements” in
the downtown
arca, "It Is not the
end-all or be-nll,"”
he cautjoned. "It
needs the input of BB L
merchants and Mayor
residents to he Hartsock
sure we're moving ahead,”

Council is expecied to consider the
DDA ordinance Monday, Feb., 17, hav-
ing already passed a resolution, unani-
mously, in support of its formatlon,

*1 have been concerned,” mayor pro-
tempore Alton Hennett told the group,
“We (councll) glve up certaln kinds of
rights and authority, and we retain
seme powers {with a DDA). You can be
sure we wlil be doing more reviewlng
during the next two weeks.”

WZACNY CALLED the DDA a way
to “malntain a position of strength™ for
the downtown arca. It Is a necessary’
measure to revitalization in downtown

. Farmington, he added.

Public Act 197, cnacted In 1975, al-
lows a city to establish a DDA with au-

tonomous’ decislon-makling powers, s

Intent is to prevent physical deterjora-
tlon, promote economlc growth, in-
crease property values, bolster the
commerelal tax base and strengthen
ties between merchants.

Although a DDA has contlnulng re-
sponslbllity to city councll, it holds
powers lo own, huy, scll, lcase and ac-
cept property. it also has budget man-
agement authorlty although lts budget
requires city council approval,

The Farmington L:DA ordinance pro-

the contrlbutlon of the {state) l.cglsln-
ture.”
Faxon cchoed Brotherton's scnti-

ments, .
“He loves to repeal wards, so I think
his speech was thank you, thank you,

thank you,” sald Faxon, a 22-year

7:30 p.m. Thursday, Movrch 20, in the
Qunllly Inn, 31525 12 Mlle,
Farminglnn Hills,

Display tables are avaitable to
chamber members to display thelr
wares, Hors d'oeuvres will be
served, The cost is $5 per person.
Call the chamber for reservations,
474-3440. o

ON stage,

Kris Williams from Farmington
Hills was selected to be part of the
98-member Michigan
Intercollegiate Honors Band that
will perform a concert Saturday at
Alblon College,

The ]unior plays the oboe.

SHE'S re-elected.

Farmington Hitls Histortcal

Commission member Jean Fox was
ected vice chalrwoman of the

Oakland County Parks and
Reereation Commission,

Sho was commission secnﬂ.nry in
1983 nnd 1984,

) COM PUTER taik. -
Farmington Hills will enter Into
an agreement with Creative Ideas, a

computer consulting firm, to
develop a five-year: xlrm:gy plan*
{for continued computerization of
clty departments,

The plan will cost $6,500.

/" FOOTNOTES; Dutai the
us. blceatennlnl year of 1978,

veteran of the Legislature.
Both Faxon and Bratherton
d that ae-
know:lcdgs-d a cooperative effort be-
tween his offlee, the state Leglslature
and buslness in worklng to improve the
slate’s economy.

“This could not have happened by ex-
ccutive fiat,” Faxon said. “He (Blanch-
ard) feels a lot of thanks goes ta those
of us who helped to make Michigan the
number-one grawlng state,”

DESPITE HIS agreoment with both
Faxon and Blanchard's assessinent of
the state's Improved cconomy,
Brotherton sald he was surprised the
governor omitted a couple of import-
ant items from his annual address,

“He falled to mentlon Lwo very im-
portant and controversial issues, both
relating to insurance,” Bratherton sakd.

The Issues are the Essential Insur-
ance Act, which involves auto Insur-
ance, and tert liability — medical mal-
practice and munlelpal lability, for ex-
ample.

“We were sort of waitlng for the gov-
ernor to see what role he was golng to
play,” Brotherton sald.

Blanchard outlined his proposal to
continue the fight agalnst deunk driv-
Ing last week In hls fourth annual state-
of-the-state message, The governor's

propesal would be instituted hy execu-

tive order.

“I have some real problems about
that,” Faxon safd. “To subject people
lo this Is to whittle away from some of
our vcry basie uhi'unrds.

1 toany lamﬂy which could show"
continuots residence withtin the *
|| state during the past 100 years.:

:| awarded in Farmin Hiils, wrote
.| Jean Fox in the introduction of Ll\n
'| 1978 Farmington Hills Historical
:] Commission pnhliutlan.’ .
gton's Centennlal

-~ Ninety of these certificates were i

enlnrgemcnl of police powers, to begln
1o trespass on the rights of free
pcopln In our soclety."

BROTHERTON LOOKS at Blanch.
ard's propesal in a different light.

1 don't visualize it as a lot of people
do, Ii's nol 30 much to catch people.
But it's a way to make people aware.””

‘The Republican lawmaker sald he
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AEOVE: “I think 1
could come back
{from apace) and use
the words to make
othars teel they have
been there too,” sald
Harrizon High teach-
ar Loura Sparrow. AT
RIGHT: “Private citi-
zens should go (inte
space) because there
{8 going to be some
form of future travel,”
sald Harrison 10th-
grader Tony Moschl-
n,

Future
lies in
space
—teens

By Joanne Mallszowski
stalt writer

Farmington Harrison High School
10th grader Aaron Friedman wants
te travel Inte space, “just to sce
what it's lke.”

Classmate Brlan Rlggs hopes the
recent space shuttle exploston that
kllled the seven-member Challenger
crew — Including New Hampshire
high school teacher Chrlsta McAu-
Ilffe — won't put a damper on apace
cxploration,

“They had the guts to put them up
there. Why stop now?” Riggs asked.

Tony Moschini Imaglnes that one
day his grandchlldren will live in
space.

But 10th grader Ray Snyder
would like the space cxploration
stopped. “1 don't think they should
8o up In space because they can't do
anything up there, anyway. If we
were meant to go,we wauld be able
to breathe up there,”

Fourtcen Harrison 10th graders
— students of Lauca Sparrow, one
of three Farmington Public Schools
teachers who had hoped to he cho-
sen as the flrst Teacher In Space
partlclpant — discussed thelr feel
Ings and oplnlons this week about
the recent shuttle tragedy and the
future of space exploration.

‘THE DISTRICT'S sclenco consult-
ant, Kathy McAdaragh, and Martie
Ports, a Power Mlddle Schoo) teach-
er, also made thelr bld for the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Ad.
minlstration’s (NASA} Teacher In
Space program.

Sparrow — who received a per-
sonal letter from her 10th grade
English class shortly after last
week’s shuttle tragedy — was one of
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Officer of the Year

No 2 days alike for Hills police sergeant

8gt. Charles Nebus Joined the annlnatun Hilla Palice Dapartment

in 1874 as a polico cadet.

RANDY BORST/s1att photographer

people

By Bob Sklar
stalf writor

For Charles Nebus, becoming a cop
fulfilled a boyhood dream.

“1 was drawn by the and

excitement,” sald Nebus, 30, the Farm-
tngton HIll Pollce Department's Offi-
cer of the Year for 1985 and reciplent
of several departmental merlt cita-
tlons and commendation letters.

Hls carcer asplrations were solidi-
fled whlle a student at Westland John
Glenn High School, where he became a
police explorer through the Garden
City Police Department. *

“We had tralning classes and went

out with officers on detalls and park.

patrols,” he sald.

Nebus grew up in Detroit befo
moving te Westland. Joinlng the Farm-
Ington Hills Police Department In 1974
as a police cadet, he has risen to the
rank of sergeant, in charge of the ynulh
and crime prevention sections.

THE DEPARTMENT has more umn I
met his expectatlons. “I've truly enjoy- -
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