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vd the Job," Nebus sald.

“In just 10 years, I've been involved
In so many dlfferent arcas — patrol,
investigations, survelllance. Every day
is the unexpected. Every day, there's
something new — whether unexpected
Loredom or unexpecied excitement. No
two days are alike."”

Two years after coming to Farming-
ton Hilis, Nebus attended the Michigan
State Police Academy in Lansing, gra-
duating os a patrolman,

Alter 1% years on road patrol,
Nebus worked four months as a youth
sectlon officer, He then spent 3% years
« un the special patrol operatlons team
* dult.g undercover work — “drug buys,
prostitution investigations, survells
: lance.”

T.ater, Nebus briefly retemed to road
patrol before moving to the detective
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section, Last September, the Farming-
ton Hills resident was promoted to ser-
geanl,

115 BIGGEST thrill?

“My first blg fclony arrest,”” Nebus
sald. “I had been out of the academy
Just about a month when, while on pa-
trot, I noticed the glass out of a door at
a drugstore and found a burglar inside.
Ne tried to leave with a pillowcase full
of drugs. It's special when you find
something like that, as opposed to
belng dispatched somewhere.”

‘The capture of two men laler con-
victed of robbing three people in Farm-
Ington Hills at gunpolnt was his most
gratifylng experlence. As Nebus put it:
“IL was an event that changed and
touched so many llves."

The May 1985 robbery preceded a
shootout that left one Livonla patrol-

ills police work fulfills his b

man seriously wounded and a compan-
ton of the men dead. The two men who
were convicted also were wounded In
the shootout.

A third man is awalting (rial on o
charge of conspiracy to commit armed
robbery and Lwo counts armed robbery.
He was arrested in December.

NEBUS MEADED up the clght-
month-long tnvestigation.

As he recounted: “I got a cail at
home In the middle of (he night that a
robbery had occurred fnvolving a sexu-
al assault on a female and that the per-
sons who may have committed it may
also have shot a policeman in Livonla.™

Hlis investigatlon began by going to
the scene — taking pictures, 1ooking
for fingerprints, collecting evidence
and Interviewing the victims.

Stress is built into police work —~ no

doubt aboul that, Nebus said, “You ex-
peet It as part of the job. When threat-
ened, you normally don’t think about
your Jife posaibly being in danger untll
the Incldent Is aver.”

Stress Isn't just the fear of injury,
“Sometimes, it’s just the wailing or an-
ticlpation. It's facing the uncxpected In
a survelllance or a famlly dispute”
Nebus said,

STRESS SOMETIMES comes from
“the bad hours police work brings,*
Nebus added.

“Working In the detectlve section,
you never know when the phone’s galng
to ring In the middle of the night. Dolng
survelllance, you may follow around a
known robber or car thief for hours,
walting for him to actually commil a
robbery or steal a car,

“Sometimes, we've been Involved in

20 to 24 hours of survelllance. You
fight fatigue and stecp. So depending on
the arca you're working, there are dif-
ferent stress factors.”

Ncbus credIis a supportive famlly —
his wife, Roberta, and sons, Michael, 5,
and Mark, 4 -~ with casing the pres-
sures of the job.

Although never losing perspective of
his family responsibilitles or church ac-
tlvitles, Nebus said he can't help but
sometlmes take his job home. “When
you sce a murdered child, or battered
or neglected children, you don't forget.
You can't forget.”"

N HIS free time, Ncbus enjoys play-
ing hockey and basketball and bowling.
As criminals and laws me more
sophisticated, so must police offleers,
said Nebus, who earned an Assoclate In
Arts degree from Schooleraft College

oyhood dream

and a Bachelor of Sclence degree from
Madonna College.

Nebus has attended narcotics schools
offered by the U.S, Drog Enforcement
Agency and periodic law and training
seminars offered at various colleges
and academles.

In 1984, Nebus attended a weeklong
seminar at Wayne State University on
the medlcal and legal aspects of inves-
tigating deaths,

“Even though we don’t have a high
homiclde rate in Farmington HIls, in-
yestigating deaths is not thal uncom-
mon — natural deaths, sudden deaths,
sulcides,” he said.

In Oclober, Nebus attended a two-
week-long  supervislon and manage-
ment school at Northwestern Unlversi-

ty.
“The schoollng process,” Nebus sald,
“never stops.” .
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