‘Writing Is not easy —
paople avoid It. This Is
a non-writing society.’

— John Barrel!,
English teachor

By Casoy Hans
stalt wrltor

S FIRST graders master writlng
poetry, riddles and llmerlcks,
Farmington {cachlng profes-
slopals cxpect high school stu-

- dents 1o wrlte plays, “good, full-length
. tcmrt:;wsi(lons.“ and cnter writing con-
osts,
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A districtwide writlng curriculum
change last fall was designed to siop
the “necdless repetition” common in
English classrooms, frecing a student
to progress with wrlting, according to
John Barrett, distriet writlng coord(na-
tor and English teacher.

The program stresses mastery of dif-
ferent writlng skills in each grade, car-
rylng a student's best writing plece for-
ward Into the next grade for a year-to-
year learning process, Barrett said, -

"We declded writlng should be an jn-
tegral part of the (English) classes,”
Barrett sald.

Teachers usc a “focus correction sys-
tem,” highlighting only -three writing
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pts with each When
grading papers, they look enly for the
mastery of those three focal poinis.

TEACHERS HAVE a list of focus
arecas for each grade, and track each
student’s progress on a chart, which
holds a ycar of writing assignments. At

ear's end, teacher and student select
the best plece of writing for (e folder,
which follows the student to the next
grade tevel,

Ideally, Barrctt sald, writing prog-
ress wlil follow students through 12
years — “through their entire writing
careers.”

Barrett calls the program “much
less threatening” than a traditlonal

anc.
It teaches that writing is on-galng,"
he added. "It systemized the teaching
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Writing now integral parto

“Wrlting Is not casy ~ people avoid
it,” Barrett said. “This is a non-wrlting
soclety.”

At Kenbrook Elementary where the
program was piloted last year, {ifth-
grade teacher Nancy Hellman noted a
delinite improvement with students
this year. “They really knew how to get
their ideas on paper,” she said. “There
was more of a willingncss to use
words" they may nat have used before,

TEACHERS HAVE Increased their

of writing, and shows them

g writing

1ute final accoptance of the advorilsoe's
ordor.

wrlting is not a one-step effort, The
klds get to master something — they
know what they'H be graded on.

new program.

and are
more, she safd, “They were teaching it,
but they're doing more of it" w
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The program's key s how focus
arcas are applled to everyday writlng,

“1t's thelr own work they have to crl-
thzlze," Hellman said. "Grammar and
other writlng teols are taught wlithin
the context of their own writlng."

For ecxample, Farmington High
Scheol ninth graders learned to write
effective thank you motes this year —
and malled them, Barrett added.

"You have to be organized to make it
{the program) work cffectively,” sald
Michael Nayet, ninth- and 10th-grade
-English teacher at Farmington High
School.

Nayet hadn't recelved any negatlve

comments from students and "likes the
Idea of the focus better thon anything.”

He said students would prefer maln.
taining the same English (eacher
throughout a school year, instead of
changing at midsyear. He said the pro-
gram would be more effectlve If this
were done.

“YOU CAN teach right down the
rond,” said 10th-12th-geade English
*teacher Margle Gagniuk, who approved
of the program. “By dating (the flle)
they can see (writing) Improvement
from September to June.”

Although the program aliows stu-

AT LEFT: Nancy Hell-
man teaches creative
writing at Farmington
Public Schools® Ken-
brook Elementary.
She is ahown with
fifth-grader Dana
Bastlon. Teachers
have Increased their
awareness and are
strossing writing
more, she sald. “They
were teaching It, but
they're doing more of
It" with the now pro-
gram, she sald. The
program's key is how
focus areas arc ap-
pliod to everyday
writing, "it's thelr
own work they (stu-
dents) have to critiz-
ize," Hollman sald.
“Grammar and other
writing tools are
taught within® the
context of thelr own
writing."
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dents to move at an Indlvidual pace,
she finds most classes *'stay together”
because the program allows them o
lcarn in an orderly way, N

Barrett spent December visiting the
Farmington elementary schools, and
Z0ing over Program Concerms,

“Most of Lhelr concerns were about
mechanical decisions, such as what to
put in student folders," Barrett said.

English teachers are “taking our-

solves to task," Barrett added, With the |

extra workload necessitated by the
writing program, teachers “are dolng a
g‘rﬁ:;job achering to the system," h
a >
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If you recently opened a shop, captured an
mward, earned a promotion or are planning a
new venture or project — and there’s a Farm-
inpton-area business angle — we'd tike to hear
Sfrom you so we can share your news item with
other Farmington Observer readers. Send
items to; Short takes, Farmington Observer,
33203 Grand River, Farmington 48024,

® COMPANY PURCHASED

Newly formed Pro-Tread Corp. of Farmington
Hills has purchased Fruchaul's truck tire reiread-
Ing operatlons.

Aliecied operations are at Ft. Worth, Texas,
Howell, Mich., York, Penn., East Hartford, Conn.,
and Charlotte, N.C.

Pro-Tread was formed by Robert Vujovich,
chairman and former executive of Fruchaul and
Gulf-Western, Robert Ratliiff, president and former
executive of Unlroya) and International Harvester
Corp., and Nolan O'Byrne, vice president and for-
mer exécutive of Sea Land Service, Inc.

‘The ncw company announced a five-ycar agree-
ment with Fruchauf to meet all neéds for retreaded
truck tires at all of Fruchauf's U.S, locations.

® PAFIRM CHOSEN

NuVislon Inc., the 10th largest optical chain In
the Unlted States, has sclected Hermanoff & Asso-
clates of Farmington Hills as its publle relations
agency.

NuVislon, a publle owned company based in
Flint, has 111 locatlons in Michigan, Indlana, Call-
fornta and New Jerscy. Thirty-six are franchised.
The company has doubled its number of stores in
the past flve ycars.

‘The optical chaln offers contact and eyeglasscs
Yenses and frames. There is a licensed optometrlst
in cach store. ‘

* ® MOVES UP

Attorney Brian Mlller was named assistant di-
rectar of the legal assistant program at Madonna
Catlege, Livonla.

The Farmington Hills resident teaches the legal
assistant orientation and business associations
*courses at Madonna. )

® OPENS PRFIAM

Joan Urbach Stern of Farmington Hllls has
opened Joan Urbach Stern, Inc., a publle relations
consulting flem in Southfleld.

Stern had been publlc relatlons director at Stone,
August & Co., a Birmingham-based marketing com.

firm. She p was afflliated

with the Detroit offlce of Burson-Marsteller, the
worid’s largest publle relations agency,

Stern stgrted her carcer as a member of the
communications staff at U.S. Mutual Financlal

Corp.
an is o member of the Publle Relations Soclety .
of Amerlea.

® BREAKS NEW GROUND
With Grace & Wild’s latest acquisitions,-the new
Symbolics 3675 graphics system lined to the Abe-
kas A-62 digital disk recorder, fdcas can be tirned
Into Images never before posslble on video,
The Symbolles Color Graphles System Is a multl

functlon computer allowing an artlst to sketch,
paint, draw and anfmate. It can transform an ldea
into a solid, 3-D image — even take a viewer on a
video tour, panning and zoaming into the closest
detalls,

“You can use the Symbollcs system to add to or
improve existing video, or to create something en-
tirely new,” explalns Kelth Neff, dircctor of opera-
tions at the Farmington Hills video facllity.

As an example, Nefl said the system can be used
10 add a realistic blue sky to a production shot In-
doors. Symbolics can cover up defects in artwork;
add colot, shading and metallte treatment to a logo;
or paint an image on the screen, directly from the
imaglnation.

Grace & Wild is one of three video facilitles in
the country using the Symbolles Color Graphics
System. It Is the first facllity to recelve the new
3675 model with enhanced computing capabilitles.

Symbolles Is not the first graphics system to tet
the artist work directly on a video screen. Other
painiing systema are widely used.

With Symbolles, you can add different brush
shapes, deslgns and textures. It glves the artlst al-
most Infinite command of shading, lighting and
motion,

The graphics system 1s a custom-designed maln-
frame computer bullt by the Symbollcs Corp. of
Cambridge, Mass. The Symbolics 3675 is a combl-
nation of sophisticated software programs using an
artitical language called LISP.

With LISP, Symbollcs can recognlze and inter-
pret a variety of commands, and understand when

the artist 1s Lrying to combine different ideas to- *

gether, It wlll allow the artist to back up, step by
step, to correct mistakes,

Symbolics can create cffects impossible with

ather systems, such as focusing a 1ight only on the
subject belng highlighted. The system can also take
the artist on a “fiyby,” visually moving past the $-D
object created, just as If it were a real figure sus-
pended in space.
. At this polnt, the Image is normally transferred
{0 a videotape recorder, But with thelr new Abckas
A-62 digltal disk recorder, Grace & Wild can create
mulit-generation speclal elfects previously fmpos-
slble on video.

“With a videotape recorder, you can only do so
much, make 50 many copies before the pleture
quallty deteriorates,” Nelf sald.

But with the Abckad, Images ave stored on digital
computer disks, and no malter how many changes
arc made, the quality never deterlorates.

A producer can add layer upon layer upon layer,
creating specinl effects, especially when combined
wilh a system llke Symbolics. Images can be
played in resl time, or at fast or slow speeds. They

can even be stepped, creating unusual forms of anl-

mation,

©® RECEIVES AWARD

- Charlotte Neuhauser of Farmington recclved an

award for 10 years of service at Madonna College,

Livonia. "
Neuhauser s division head of business and com-

puter systems, an assoclate director of graduate

studies and a professor.
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