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Athlete’s education
may be sacrificed

CHOLARSHIPS, the llfeblood of college
sports, are ruining some pretty good klds,
Recruiters pound on a high school star's
door, {11ling his head with often farfctched
f dreams and waving a scholarship in his face, The
1

kId swallows the bait, and anothker potential vie-
timisborn.

The recruiters know. They've as good as any
used car salesman when it comes te making a
pitch. College alumni and administration pres-
sure them mercilessly to succeed, often at any
 cost,

i So these coaches and recruiters prey upon a
kid's vulnerability — his chlldhood heroes, “He
! could be the next Larry Bird,” a coach wlll tell
i the press after landing a prlzed recrult — an 18-
¢ year-old who's naive enough to believe such talk.
Lost in al) this is what Is truly being offered —
} @ tree educatlon. And that's not right.
v Those often misused and misgulded athletes
you see running up and down a baskeiball court
1 on natlonal TV aren't strangers, cither. They're
+ hometown boys, all possessed by the same obses-
r ston: to become a hero in the mold of Larry Bird
‘ or Magic Johnson. You probably know some af
o,

FUNNY THING IS, most of their Idols don't
want to be, Kansas City outflelder Willie Wilson
put 1t best when he said he never asked to be
anyone's hero. He uttered that Infamous remark
after his cocalne conviction.

Nor should they be. Really, what does Bird
kave to offer the world except an extraordinary
ability to play a game?

And yet he, and countless other sports flgures,
.y are the role-models for today’s youth, whether
|hoy like it or not.

Their success Is the rcason we have Bob
Wasczenskis and Mike Whites and Dave
Blackmers and Doug Cletands and a whole slew
of athers In college sports.

Wascezenskl attended Plymouth Canton,

switched to Farmington Harrison, took a foatball
+ scholarshlp at Michlgan State, then transfcrred to
‘Toledo. When last we spoke, he menttoned a pos-
sible baseball shot with the Chicago Cubs.
i Blackmer, the placekicker from Harrlson, went
to Wisconsln, then MSU, and Is now at Central
Mlchigan. Cleland was a standout swimmer from
Rochesier Adams who was attracted by Universl-
ty of Tennessee's bigtime reputation. He dropped
out carly [n hls ficst semester and is now at Oak-
tand University.

Mike White graduated from Plymouth Salem
and decided to play baskeiball at Sehoolcraft Col-
lege. Which is all he did at SC — play basketball,
White's poor grades sldelined him by the start of
his second semester.

The list Is endless: high school stars whe, for
varylng reasons, shifted thelr careers once In col-
lege. But as ditferent as thelr reasons may be for
changlng gears, one clement is common to all.

THAT 1S THEIR crphasis on athleles. In each
of the aforementloned eases, the subjects either
made thelr cholce of colleges or swliched schools
for primarily athletlc reasons. Which Is wrong.

‘The blame for this uitimately falls on the coach
who reeruits them. He's the one accused of plant-
ing the sceds that sprout into dreams of grandeur,

That's unfalr,

He may nuture those previously planted secds
Lo satlsfy outside forces pressuring him (o pro-
duce a winnlng team, but his responsibillty ends
there,

Even if coaches level with athleles, tell them
how remote their chances at athletle stardom
are, It remains an uphlll battle. They are trying to
destroy the American Dream, the sturdity en-
trenched bellef that anything’s possible. The
Dream perslsis even in junlor colleges.

“During the '70s,” recalled Qakland Communl-
ty College basketball coach Tom McPhlllips,
“every playcr who came here wanted to play pro.
We tell them. We give them the percentage of
players who make the pros every year,

“We constantly hit them with the idea that It's
OK to have that goal, but get an educatlon to fall
back on,"

Education Js the sacrificlal lamb. Too many
athletes constder academles second when making
their choice of schools, or when they decide to
change schools.

“IN THE BACK of thelr minds, they feel
there's a possibility, even though it is a long shot,”
said Schooleraft basketball coach Rocky Watkins,
“I tell a kid he has 10 prepare for a life after

The CBA (C As-
sociation, a scmipro league) Is no way to waste
your time,

“They have dreams of going to Eurepe, where
the pros wlll sce how great they are. I tell them
they're wasting their ves"

Most of his players, Watkins sald, respect his
frapkness and listen. Their goals are more
maodest, to jump fram JC ball to Division I or IL

But 'those already playing at the NCAA's top
divislon are closely attuned to the stardom that
could lle ahead, A high school senlor belng re-
crulted by Vniveully ul Michigan won't listen to
a recrulter who tells him hls chances to play pro
are slim and none. That isn't what he wants to

ear,
And as fine an academlc institution as U-M Is,
that won't be the major reason most aihle\u
choose to become Wolverines,
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Falcons’ cage skid continues
; - Kratt’s 28-point night:

Senlor Bruce Kratt scored 28 polnis Tuesday

came away with its fifth-straight loss.

Skate champion
dons new wheels

By Chris McCoasky
staft writor

Imagine jumplng into the ring with
Thomas Hearns without ever having
boxed before,

Imagine competing In the Boston
Marathon without ever having run a

These are things that you just don’t
conslder dolng — unless you arc an un-
usuatly gifted athiete.

Lorl O'Nelll fs an unusuatly gifted
athiete. No, she won't be taking on
Themas Hearns or the Boston
Marathon in the near future. But she
will be taking on some of the world's
top cyclists In the Tour of Texas this
March,

Lori O'Neilt has ncvcrcﬂmpelcd Ina
United States Cycling Federation-sanc-
tloned race In ber llfe.

O'NEILL, A 21-year-old Farmington
High grad and Oakland Communlty
College junlor, is onc of slx members of
the Cyber-Schwinn Cycling team — the
only fully sponsored femaie team in the
state — selected to compete In the
‘Tour of Texas. She Is the enly one, how-
cver, who hasn't had any previous rae-
ing experlence,

“When I found oul, it floored me,”
she sald. “I sald, 'Wow, should 1 go? 1
knew I was taking a'big chance. I'd
have to miss school and work, I don't
know if I could even compete, I knew I
had never raced before,

“But I decided to do it. I know I am
physleally In shape, all1 need s experie
ence. And that’s exactly why I am

olng.”

~O'Nelll. although a novice to cycling,
i3 no stranger to natlonal competition.
For the past flve years she has been
one of the nallon’s top roller speed
skaters. In the 1983 National Sports
Festival games she brought home a sil-
ver and two bronze medals. In the 1985
games, she won a gold and silver. Her
gold-medal 4-lady relay team estab-
lished a Sports Festival record,

THIS FALL, O'Nelll became in-
volved in cycling. It was a logical tran.
altion for her since she used to cyele 50
miles o day, six days a week In tralning
for skating competitlons.

*I used to ride wilth some guys who
were with the 7.11 leam,” she sald. The
711 team s perhaps the most presti-
glous sponsor in the sport of cycling. “I

Lori o'uem
novice cyclist

really enjoyed tt. In Sepiember, I had
my doubts whether to stick to skating
or try cycling. 1 just decided it was
time to put my skates aslde,”

Fate was on Q'Nelll's side, Her rid-
Ing partners were the sons of Frank
Andreau, a key figurc with 7-11. An-
dreau was Impressed with O'Nelll's
natural ability on the bike and put her
in contact with coach Mike Walden.

Walden has coached the likes of Shel-
la Young, Roger Young, -Connie
Paraskaven and Livonlan Jelf Plerce
= all world-class cyclists, Walden is
the coach with the Cyber-Schwinn

team.

“Mlke called me and sald he was
wllling to take me because of my back-
ground in athletics and because he got

word on me from Frank An-
drcau. O'Nelll sald, “He’d never even
really seen me rlde.”

“THE TRING I like about her,” sald
Walden, *Is that she knows the ground
.rules of suffering. That's real common
In individua) sports llke cycling and
skatlng, She’s a real hearty kid with a
1ot of spunk.”

Walden sald that Cyber-Schwinn will
race a four-person team at the Tour of

Texas, He said that O'Neil) has a good
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night at Canton, but Farmington

for naught vs. Chiefs

By Larry O'Connor
staff writer

Both Plymouth Canton arid Farming-
ton had thelr own state-of-the-season
addresses o glve Tuesday.

And the Chiefs report a moderate
upswing In their basketball season as
they downed the visiting Falcons, 71-
64, [n Western Lakes actlon. For Farm-
ington, it’s a recession.

‘The Falcons, 4-7 WLAA and 6-8 over-
all, have lost thelr last five games
while Canton has pasted a 7-2 mark
since Christmas. The Chiefs started out
the season 0-5,

Canton eoach Tom Nlemi said it's
been a team effort which has the roju-
venated Chiefs, Farmington coach Rich
Roy said it's a Jack of one which has his
tcam on the skids.

EVIDENCE PRESENTED at Tues-
day's game brings validity to both
statements. Canton swarmed defen.
sively and stung Farmington for 25
turnovers. Three players for the Chiefs
checked In with double-figures scoring
with others coniributing some {lne de-

The key, according to Nicml, was
making the Falcons play the Chiefs'
type of game.

“We forced them to make some long

passes,” Niemt sald. “Farminglon was
a lot bigger than us. We had to make
them play on the full length of the
caurt.”
Another part of the Chicls® strategy
was keeplng Bruce Kratt in line by
making him shoot from the llne. The
Falcons’ §-1 guard still tossed In a
game-high 2B points, but 14 of these
came on {ree throws.

Kyle Mutz flred in 20 polnts for
Farmington. But from there, things fell
off dramatically. The next highest
scorer was Steve Howell, who netted 10
polnts.

Tony Racka, who's shooting for $1
million on Tuesday at the CBA AN-Star
game in Tampa, Fla, had only four
points, The Falcons' sharp-shooting
gu,ard was ‘held scoreless i the first
half,

“WE'VE GOT (o get more scorlng
from more than just two kids (Kratt
and Mutz),” sald Roy. *Two guys can-
not carry the load.”

Farmington has also been deplnled
by lliness of late. Both Mark Stevens
and Craig Petersmark have been out.
Pctersmark, whose presence was
missed under the boards, saw IImlted
actlon Tuesday,

But added Roy: “Those are nor. ex~
cuses, (Canton) just outplayed us.”

And that was done thanks to somo
fine outside shooting by Canton guard
Joel Mics and Tyrone Reeves’ drives to
the basket, Mies led all Canton scorers.
with 21 polnts while Reeves sent in 19,

In the second half, Reeves was un-
stoppable as he scored 11 polnts. The §-
10 guard didn’t mlss a fleld goat In the
span, hitting five-of-five attempts be-
fare fouling out.

Mles was seven-of-17 from the floor.

“(MIES) HAS BEEN an excellent
floor teader thls season,” sald Nleml,

Dan Qlszewskl, with 10 points, was
Canton’s other scorer In double figures.

For most of the game, the Chlefs
malntained contrel. That was due in
part to some fine shootlng. Canton was
31-0f-56 for 55 percent from the floor.

“When we dld miss, they fouled us,”
noted Nieml.

From the line, the Chlels were 18-of-
24. Mies was seven-of-12 on free
throws.

Fnrmlngmn which didn't miss many
shots in the early golng mainly becanse
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