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Cast excels but

Performances of the Meadow
Brook Theatre production of “84
Charing Cross Road” by Helene
Hanff, adaped by James Roose-Ev-
ans, continue through Sunday, Feb.
23, on the Oakiand University cam-

.. pusin Rochester Hills.

“84 Charlng Cross Road” reaily isn't
a play. 1t is an intrigulng character
study of Helene Hanff, an Ametican
writer with a fotlsh for old books and a
forthright, witty way ¢f expressing her-
self In letters. The Mcadow Brook pro-
ductlon does well by thla collection of
fetters that never quite makes it as a
play desplte an expert cast and fine
staging.

The script s entirely structured
around readlng letters aloud — some
20 years of rans-Alantic correspond-
ence In the gulse of book orders be-
tween Han{f and a stiffly corvect seller
of nlnllquc books in London, onc Frank
Doel.

table talk

Director David Regal skillfully han.
dles the constantly shiftlng focus of the
actlon from the New York slde of the
atage to the London side at 84 Charlng
Cross Road, offices of Marks & Co.
Bookselters.

Actlon In the “play" is Inconsequen-
tlal. Except for Hanff shulfling from
typewriter to bookshelf to scruify sofa,
she doesn’t really do anything much ex-
cept talk. Thank heavens, Jeanne Ar-
nold as Helene talks well, because tho
entlre play depends on hooking the au-
dlence wilh the wit and Intelligence of
her personality. Armold pulls it off
partly because she's 5o adept at bring-
ing out every nuance of humeor in the
letters, which change hardly at all over
the years spanned by the play.

HER'HELENE is a blg, {rixzy-haired
spinster with a robust way of talking
that belies the lonellness of her life.
Her Irlends, for the most part, are the
great minds of history -— from Roman
historians through the 18th-century po-

Mardi Gras

A Mardi Gras celebration on Tues-
day, Feb. 11, “Fat Tuesday," will be
held at Jack McCarthy's Restaurant
in Keego Harbor. McCarthy, a Lousi-
ana natlve, will offer a multicourse
dinner on the traditional eve of Lent,
Crawllsh, redflsh, shrimp and oysters
will be among the seafood served at
the feast combining Cajun food and
dishes of old New Orlcans. There will
be two seatings, at 6:30 and 8 p.m.,
{for dlnner priced at $30 per person.
Far reservations, call 882-5522,

Cajun-Creole

The fifth annual Cajun-Creole Dln-
ner will be glven at 7 pm. Monday-
Tuesday, Feb. 24-25, at the Lark in
West Bloomfleld. Duck with Cajun
sausage {lle gumbo as wcll as fresh
craw{(sh etouffee with dirty rice and
red beans will be among the many
courses. Oysters Rockefeller with be
“the origlnal with watercress rather
than the ersatz version with spinach,”
said owner Jlm Lark. Doug Jacobs
and the Red Garter Band wlll play

Dixicland muslc, Dinner is §60 per
person excluding beverage, lax or
gratuity, For reservallons, call 844-
4468,

Cards honored

Dinlng cards from other restau-"
rants are belng honored durlng Feb-
ruary, which la “Get Acquainted
Month” at the Kingsley Inn In Bloom-
fictd Hills. This Is the fourth year the
Kingsley has olfered a “dlnner card”
special, One free entree wlll be pro-
vided when another of equal or great-
cor value Is purchased.

faat
Valentine's Day

A candlelight dioner for two on
Valentine's Day, Friday, Feb. 14, will
be served again this year at the
Clarkston Cafe. Dinner for two is a
cholce of rack of lamb with beurre
rouge sauce or Chateaubrland with
Bernalse sauce. Soup, salad, pate a
chou potatoes, a bouquetiere of fresh
vegetables and dessert of Amoretto
ice cream bombe is included for $34
{for two, Planist Jim Banjor will play
romanile muslc from 8 pm.

¢

FIREPLACE tiles, clenn qulckly when you
use solt and 3 half lemon, then wish with
soap and water, Use the lemon as the appli-
cntor. Serub up those ununed basement
thinga and sell them with a quick Observer
& Eecentric Classified Ad.

‘play’ lacks a.ny real purpose

cls and cssaylsts, That’s nat bad com-
pany, cxcept for the fact that they're
all Tong dead, She spends her days
alone, cranking out Ellery Queen
scripts and docu-dramas for letevision
and schlepping around her one-room
New York apartment in baggy slacks
and tennls shoes or robe and sllppers.
She reads and cherishes books and
writes letters to Frank Doel.

On his side of the Atlantle, the action
is scarcely more dramatle. People
move from desk to bookshelf and back
agaln, occaslonally making the litile
bell jingle when they go out the door,

Doel Is supposed to be a terribly
English fellow, restrained and proper
but underneath a basle good chap. Will
Love, as Frank, comes off as 2 good
chap although he docsn't sound terribly
English. The bookshop people (Barbara

Barringer, Liz Zwelfler, Eric Johnsan,
Paul Hopper and Wayne Davld Parker)
tell bits and picces of what's going on
In their lives as they mave books
around In the charming bookshop set,
which s brighter and alrier than the
descriptlon of it.

Director Davld Regal does well at

Cathie

Breidenbach

e sake
of movement and making us care about
the plebian lives of the nice people who
work in the bookshap during the ycars
of Helene’s and Frank's correspond-
ence. Stiil, it must be a challenge mak-
ing a play out of an autoblographical
character sketch that was belter off as

a book.

This Is an old-fashloned play, older
even than the tlmely mentions of
Churchill and the coronation of Eliza-
beth II or Eltery Queen mysteries on

early American televiston.

*§4 CHARING Cross Road” makes
old-fashioned assumptions. For one, it
takes a classlcal education for granted
and assumes that peopls know Ca-
tullus, have read Samucl Pepys’ dlary
and know the Latln Vulgate.

Those not hooked on books may flnd
the play tedlus because every letter
centers on Frank’s and Helen's shared
love of flne leather-bound editions of
classle literature. Helene spends an

tnordinate amount of time clutching
one book or another to her breast and
rapsodlzing about it. What's more, the
books are all classies — old classes,

Modern playgoers who cut thelr
teeth on television and think Hetlng-
way I3 a classic writer are bound to
miss many references. To Helene,
Hemlingway is an upstart who bor-
rowed the litle “For Whom the Be)l
Tolls™ from her favorlte genlus, John
Donne.

Old days
live again
on stage

“Vaudeviile or Bust™ is
being preseated through
Saturday, March 1, at
True Grist Dinner The-
atre in Homer.

Performances are
Wednesdays-Sundays the
year-round. For more In-
formatlon and reserva-
tinns, call {517) 568-4151.

The production Is set at
the helght of vaudeville's
popularity and the begln-
nlng of World War I
Characters featured In-
clude W.C, Fleld and Bert
Lahr, The show olfers d
songs by Irving Berlln,
Victor Herbert and
George M. Cohan.

Among the 20-plus

songs and dances In t
*Vaudeville or Bust” arc (
“Alexander’s  Ragtime
Band,” *Everybody's (
Doln’ It Now,” *Simple ¢
Melody,” “They Didn't
Belleve Me,” “Light of
the Silvery Moon,” “Over k

There” and “Oh, How I
Wish 1 Were in Michl-
gan*
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Come foThe Dearborn Inn
Mid-Winter Dine-Inn

Enjoy dinner for two at an extra special price.

or greater value

Tt

Where she eleguner of che past i slaams peraent.

Just present your Dine-Inn Discount
coupon Lo your server when you're ready o .
order dinner. Then sit back and enjoy a
delicious dinner for two at a speci

ALSO AVAILABLE
TWO NEW SPECIAL MENU ITEMS FOR FEBRUARY*
Filct & Crab Combination « Seef Tenderfoln & Cri Legis
Soup, Salad, Vegetable or Potate, Bewrige and Desset

BreastalCl

%

price.

T
837.% for two

with Crab or Shrimp. Soup, Salad. Vegelabie orfolao,

Beerage and Dessert

*Canpon not valid on these frtiis.

o35

: Where the elegance of the past is always present.
20301 Oakwood Blvd. ® Dearborn, M1 48124 @ (313) 271-2700 ® Across from Greenficld Village

$28.,* for two
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Join Us Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14th For...

RO

HILTON

A VALENTINE-WEEKE.ND ADVENTURE

» Enter our drawing to win a beautiful
" 14 kt. GOLD & DIAMOND HEART PENDANT

Now, when we talk
about our
“local coverage,”

you won’t think
we’re talking about
your hands.

ENJOY:

NECKLACE fashioned by Chinn Jewelers

PACKAGE 1 PACKAGE 2
«Exqulslte candlelight buffet for2  »Everything from package 1 plus...
«Bottle of Champagne » Luxury room for 2
«Baccarat Rosa for the Lady. «Botile of Champagns
«Classleal Quitar Duo »Continental Breakfast
per couple par couple
$ 399B 399 + tax & gratulties

+ tax & gratulties

[Dancing in Hurley's to Kaleidoscope 7:30 pm - 1:30 am |

D

Advance Reservations Please ... Call Linda Murphy at 878-2100 ext. 7010

NORTHFIELD HILTON

It used to be a fact of life that
when you read the newspaper,
your hands looked like they'd had
a session under the hood of your

car,

And how many times have you
heard, *Don't put the paper there,

it'll rub offt™

Our new “Low-Rub" ink should

minimize all of that.

You can sit back, relax, and

'(With our new ink, your hands should stay cleaner;)

you as before.

enjoy your hometown news
without getting as much of it on

From now on, local coverage will
mean news of your community and
your neighborhood and- not

Gbgerver & ittgnttit !

In Wayne Counly Call 591-0500 In Oakland County Call 644-1100

fingerprints on the refrigerator,
the wall or the dog. Well, maybe
the dog. !

Low-Rub ink means 70% less
rub-off, Who knows? It could even
save a bit on the family soap bills.

THE

NEWSPAPERS

k
CALL TODAY FOR S
HOME DELIVERY H

Crooks Rd. at I-75 « Troy « 879-2100
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