Senate panel moves to limit pu

By Tim Richard
staft writer

A state Senate committee has laken two
steps loward making smoking *'no longer
soclally acceptable,” in the words of a sur-
gery professor.

Tobacco industry spokesmen argued that
studies linking “second-hand” smoke and
discases are "flawed and deflcient,” but
Public Health Committee Chalrman Vern
Ehlers, R-Grand Raplds, replled:

*We wrote the bill from the point of view
that some people don’t like other people’s
smoke.”

AFTER A scries of hearings around the ’

state and a three-hour sesston in the Capitol
Tuesday, the panel reported favorably on
bllls to require health tabels on snuif and
chewing tobacco and to tighten limlits on
restaurant smoklng (see box).

After showing senators graphie plctures
of mouth cancers suffered by tobacco
chewers, Dr. Arthur Weaver, professor of
surgery at Wayne State University, said,
“98 percent of the head and neck cancers
we see are by smokers.”

Weaver satd that while it may be Impos-
sible to cutlaw tobacco, the four-blll pack-
age would lead toward the “desocinliza-
tion” of smoking.

THE “SMOKELESS" tobacco bill had
relatively easy salling; passing 3-1.

But Sen. Patrick MeCollough, D-Dear-
born, Issued some legal warnings. Michigan
may have trouble attempting to regulate a
product sold In interstale commerce, a
power the US. Constliutlon reserves to
Congress, he said.

Neveriheless, McCollough, whose district
includes Garden City, voled for the bill,

L ed for o-smoklng table,” he sald. waon't hear them (industriglists) discuss . )
calling ehowing tabaceo "an uely Kind of - iy By s a 1ablo i the middle of the  that: You are invited to visit and observe our regular
father cured him of any craving for tobac.  SMOKIng area, took the ashiray offthe table Sen. Ed Fredricks, R-tHolland, sald he school day activities. Facuity and parents will be

o by giving him a chew.

“They're adding sweeteners and licorice
to flaver it now,” replled Dr, Nathanlel H.
Rowe of the Unlversity of Michigan. Repre-
senting the Amerlcan Dental Soclety, Rowe

restaurant owners — and hls own experi-  amendments unti) the next commiltee R
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The medical professor suggested sena-

Bills to limit
public smoking

Here is the status of four tobacco
regulatlon bllls in the Michigan Sen.
ate’s Publlc Health Committec:

SB 381 — Require heaith warning on
packages of smokeless tobacco (snuff,
chewing tobacco) Committee recom-
mended 3-1; full Senate vote will be de-
layed for possible pre-emptlve action
by U.S. Congress, (Sponsor is Willlam
Sederburg, R-Lansing).

SB 237 -~ Tighten restaurant no-
smoking area rules to specily sizes,
provide for fincs and require Inspec-
tions as part of the licensing procedure:
Committee recommended 3-0. {Spon-
sor: Sederburg.)

. SB 196 — Limits smoking in publle
buildings and work places to designat-
od areas: Still pending in committee,
which will consider at least 10 amend-
ment. (Sponsor: Jack Faxon, D-Farm-
ington Hills)

SB 215 — Prohlblt free distribution
of tohaceo products In public places:
Si1)) to be considered by Public Health
Commlitee. (Sponsor: Faxon.)

The Senate Public Health Com-
mittee's regular meeting time is
1:30 pm. Tuesdays on the fourth
floor of the State Capitol Building,
Lansing. To confirm schedule, con-
tact committee clerk at 1-517-373-
1801,

“] tock my family to a Plzza Hut and

and called that a no-smoking area.”
Sederburg's original blll would have re-
quired every restavrant (o reserve at least
50 percent of its space for no-smoking ta-
bles. He dropped that idea, however, when

workable.

Maty Ellecn Mayhall, president of the
000 b Assor

clatlon, sald the need for non-smoking ta-
bles varied with the cllentele, day of .the
week, time of day and even the kind of food
arestaurant serves,

A Mr. Steak manager from East Lansing
-satd his ellentele Is 70 percent non-smoking
Oll'l Eundny but only 30 percent on Friday
night.

SEN. JACK - FAXON, D-Farmington
Hills, got the most attention — and most
*flak < on his blll to prohiblt smoking in
public buildings and work places to deslg-
nated arcay,

“People can be impalred by ‘sldestream’
smoke,” the senator sald to the delight of
the packed commlitee room. An identical
measure has been sponsored In the House
by Rep. Justine Barns, D-Westland,

But Dr. Greg Nlchaus, professor of
finance at the Unlversity of Michlgan,
placed the cost of such a law at $148 mil-
llon to $843 mlllion — “conservatively.”

‘These costs Included lost work time for
cigarette breaks, alteration of work places
and lost revenues on tobacco products,
Nlehaus sald.

DR. WARNER of WSU replled that
Nichaus ignored the cosis of productivity
losses from smoking on the job, along with
the costs of lifc insurance, disabllity, absen-
teeism, ventllatlon and cleaning.

The only way indusiry could benefit from
permittlng  smoking, Warner sald, s
through reduced pension cosls, “Smoking
tends to kill people at or near retirement. It
{restricting smoking) could increase pen-
ston costs (i retlrecs live longer), You

wanted to offer 10 amendments to Faxon's
bill.

Chalrman Ehlers postponed considera-
tlon of Faxon's bill and the Fredricks
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blic smoking

‘Paople can be impaired by
‘sidestream’ smoke.’

—state Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmington
Hilis, who introduced a bill to iimit
smoking in public bulldings to

- deslgnated areas
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tors disregard tobacco Industry lobbylsts Tuesday, February 11,9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

because they are lawyers, “Lawyers don't
sec patients,” he sald.

SPONSOR William Scderburg, R-Lans-
ing, noted the U.S. House has voted to re-
quire health labels on smokeless lobacco
and to ban broadeast advertising of it. A
federal law, If passed, would preempt any
Mlchigan law.

But the measure — particularly the ad
ban — could be in trouble in the U.S. Sen-
ate, Sederburg said. He asked the commit-
tee to report out the bill — “to keep the
pressure on in case something falls apart in
Washlngton.”

Heeding McCollough’s advlee, Sederburg
sald he would hold off on pushing the bill an
the state Senate calendar to sce what Con-
gress doces,

THE RESTAURANT smoking bl
proved complicated, The verslon reported
by the committee was the third draft of the
substitute bil), Sederburg satd.

The current law, passed in 1977, dldn't
deflne scating arcas, failed to provide for
fines and contalned no pravislon for lifting
the llcense of a restaurant that failed to
comply, Sederburg said.

. Detroit Country Day School
The Village Campus - 3600 S. Bradway Blvd.
Birmingham, Michlgan 48010-
Telephone - 647-2522

“MEET THE PEOPLE”

CHAMBERLAIN, REALTORS®

Nancy Leavenworth - Manager
Chamberlain - Birmingham

“Our office is committed to contintting
education and training. You will enjoy
the here and envir here
at the Birminph office. We welcon
visitors and particularily those interest:
ed in joining our staff. Call me at
540-6777 or stop by soon.”
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