Negative publicity concerns

Continued from Pago 10

"It seems the decisions have been

made because of the massage parlors
(raided by pollce),” Fucinarl sald. “No
city council members have come In to
see the difference (In what a profes- |
sional body massage Is). Once they ex-
perlence the therapeutlc massage, they
would see there is a definite need.”

Faced with objections from the Il
censed and certified beauty Instltutes
and skin care salons, the Farmington
Hills City Council postponed action on
lhcb pr:',:]'\osl.‘ﬂ massage ordinance until
Feb. 1

CITY OFFICIALS are consldering
clud 'ng under the ordjnanccs 1ist of
exempted and b

proof of thelr massage tralning and ed.
ucation and must pass certification
Lests before becoming members.

Salon awners say they are in favor of
the erdinance as long as thelr buslness-
es can be exempted under the ordi-
nance's provislons,

“Massage therapists in our salon are
certified wlth those associations,” Reed
sald. “I wouldn’t have anyone tn my
salon glving a massage withaut that
certifleation,”

ALTHOUGH REVYES s tralned and
certifled by the school she attended in
Pontlac, she Is not & member of clther
state massage assoclatlon. But Fuci-
narl said that if it Is necessary to pass
the cerullcnllnn process for cither as-

"

those massage lhernpisls certified by
one or both of the state’s massage asso-
ciatlons — the Mlchigan Chapter of the
American Massage Therapy Associa-
tion and Michigan State Assoclation of
Myomassoligists.

Under the proposed ordlnance's cur-
rent form, trained and certified mem-
bers of these assoclations would not be
exempt and would be forced to comply
with the city's regulatlons.

Both state assoclations accept mem-
burs only on recommendation of cur-
rum. membcrs Appllcnnu mus: shuw

it wouldn't be a problem.

In fact, Fucinari belicves massage
(heruplsu should be licensed — a certi-
ficate showing the therapist has been
tralned and cducated and is a profes-
slonal,

Wagner agrees, If the business is re-
putable and the massages are profes-
slonal and given by a trained person, no
one "should have qualms” about ob-
taining a Ucense, whether from the city
or ather organlzatlon, she sald.

The two massage theraplsts at Kltty
Wagner's are lleensed by the state's
Bonnl al Cosmelology and onc is a
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member of ene of the siate’s massage
associatlons, Wagner sald.

Tamara Friedman, owner of
Tamara’s Institute de Beaute In Farm-
Ington Hills, told council members In
Joanuary thal her employces who pro-
vlde professional body massages are li-
censed through the city of Detrolt.

UNDER THE city's proposed ordi.
nance, these who provide massages
would be required lo meet a varicty of
criteria, including hyglene, to the phys-
ical amenitles of a room where a mas.
sage Is performed (0 a prohibitlon from
opposite sex massages.,

Yet the beauty Institutes and skin
care salons already follow criteria Jist-
ed in the ordinance. Rules of cleanll-
ness and hyglene are strictly followed
by professional massage therapists.
For cxample, towels are not shared,
and showers are provided, Reed and
Fuclnari sald.

In addition, both Antonio's and
Bloomles require cllents to fill out
medical history questionnaires. The
purpose Is to know as much as possible
about a client’s health because some
people shovld nol be recelving mas-
sages, Reyes sald. People wlth certain
health problems should recclve mas-
sTgu only If Instructed to by a physi-
can,

While the proposed ordinance prohi-
blts giving massages to minors, none of
the beauty Institutes and skin care
salons caters (o young people, especlal.
1y younger than 18, “Elghtcen years is
the limit. We'll enly do it on younger
(people) with a doctor’s permlssion,”
Reyes said.

1t is the proposed ordinance's prohl-
bitlon of apposite sex massages that
greatly concerns Reed, Fuelnarl and
Reyes. Wagner, hownver, agrees with
the prohibitlon, Bloomtes, Kitly Wag-
ner's and Antonio’s have only women
massage therapists.

BUT REED and Fuclnar) malntain
that the opposite sex prohibition would
cause a problem In thelr busincss be-
cause they have male cllents, .

“Because we have a sophisticated
clicntele, we have a lot of men. Men
arc into thelr bodles,” Fucinarl sakd.
‘Two of Reycs' cllents, for example, are
play for the Detrolt Lions.

'What they are n(lcmpllng to pre-
vent is & woman foollng around with a
man. But that Is not a legitimate mas-
sage,” Fucinar sald. "The whole con-
troversy wouldn't have come up if they
(massage parlors under scrutiny by po-
lice} were dolng it as a reputable ser-
vice.”

And any time Reyes has a problem
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salon owners’

with a man who expects something
other than a professional therapeutic

ly massage, Antonlo Barone says he
has no problem kicking them out.

Reed ls also opposed to the onpo:lm
sox prohibitlon because of the possible

. effect on husiness,

WAGNER TAKES a dlifferent ap-
proach to the opposite sex restriction.
“I have always felt women should mas.
sage women, and men should massage
men,” Wagner sald,

Also of concern 'to Reed, Fuctnari
and Reyes is the ordinance’s prohibl-
tion on providing a massage in a pri-
vate room. They consider privacy to be
an Important factor in providing a pro-
fessional massage.

"You need privacy to relax,” Reyes
safd, “You don't need other Interrup.
tlons {that would occur I a massage
was given in a more an open acea).” To
further create a relaxing atmbsphere,
Reyes will not speak durlng the hour-
long massage. But mellow music s
played to allow the client to relax, she
said. .

Reed considers a private room “ese
senllal. I would never want a body
massage in front of somebody clse, It
(massages), are a very modest type of
thing," she sald.

1t the ordinance ls adopted pmhlblt-
ing a private room, Reed sald “It would
be an Incredibie hardship. I would not
do it in thc open, I just wouldn't offer
massages.”

THE USE of a private room, as well
as the concern for hyglene and care in
how towels and shects are draped ona
cllent, are all important factors in a
professional massage, Reed and Fucl-
narl sald,

For example, without exceptlon, a
professlonal massage theraplst abso-
lutely wlil not touch sexual areas of the
body, Fuclnarl sald. “A prefesslonal
doesn't touch areas (of the body) whpre
people will flinch,” she sald.

A professionnl also will toke great
care in how the sheets or towels are
draped on the body, allowing for mobil-
Ity without being forced to lose modu-
ty, she sald,
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