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Wholesale water hike prompts rate review

By Casoy Hans

As Farmington officials prepare the
clty's annual budget, a major item
they'll review is the 25 percent whole-
sale water increase proposed by the
Detrolt Water Board.

Farmingten faces the sccond highest
water rate hike proposed for all com-
munities served by the city of Detroit
water system.

1t approved by the Detroit Clty Coun-
¢il, the increase to Farmington, and a

14 percent increase to Farmington
Hills, would take cffect July 1.

Its Impact on the users in Farming-
ton will net be known until budget flg-
ures are completed, according to City
Manager Robert Deadman,

Budgets are tradltonally presented
1o hoth clty councils In April for review
b;!ore the clties’ (Iscal years cnd June

“We should know the Impact short-
1y, Beadman said.

“THE COST increase will probably
be passed on to the consumer” In
Farmington Hills, according to Dale
Countegan, assistant dircctor of public
services for the Hills.

Last year, Hills restdents pald four
cents per galton. With the propesed la.
crease, they will pay flve cents, not in-
cluding administrative costs, Coun-
tegan safd. The county wiil add admin-
Istrative fees to the Increase before
costs are passed onto the consumer, °

Grant sought for sports facility

By Joanno Msaiiszowski
stafl wrltor

Farmington Hills offlcials arc taking
a {irst siep toward developlng 15 acres
at 13 Mile and Farminglen roads for
recreational and athletie use.

City Councll members last week au-
thorized City Manager Willlam Costick
to submit an application for a $155,000
Land and Water Conservation Fund
grant to develop the acreage, The 50-50
matching grant Is avallable through
the Michlgan Department of Natural
Resources (DNR).

Total estimated cost of the clty’s
profect s $310,000. The city would be
required to finance the remalnl

Seccer Club and current member of the
club's board of directors, about the pro-
posed development,

Gaynor told council that develop-
ment of the proposed soccer fields “is
of grave lmportance,” because the
Farmlingten Soccer Club may not be
able to contlnue playing on its fields at
12 Mlle and Drake roads — the club's
home for the last seven years,

THE SOCCER club's playlng flelds
sit on a portlon of a 38-acre parcel,
bought late last year by Little Cacsar
International for the site of the new
company headguarters. Little Cacsar
owner Mike Ilifch — of Detrolt Red
Wings fame — purchascg the property

$155,000 of the project from the 1886-
87 capltal improvement budget, said
Douglas Gaynor, director of special

service,

“If the clty does not recelve the DNR
grant, we'll go back to councll and ask
them what they want to do,” Gaynor

from the Farmi ublle Schools
for 53.6 milllon.

Bailey Is concerned about the time-
table for development of the proposed
park becausc.the soccer club may have
to move lis playing locatlon sooner
than expected, :

1f the soccer flelds at 12 Mile and
Drake are avallable only for the spring
scasan, Balley sald he prefers that the
club begln the scason clsewhere,

“We can start the spring season. But
we really can't start there. We have to
start where we are going to finish {the
scason,)” Bailey sald.

More than likely, the 600-70¢ soccer
club youths could use Farmington Pub-
llc Schools facilitics for the 1986 spring
and fall scasons, Balley sald.

“We have received positive support
from the schools but no canfirmatlon
yet,” he added. .

Oakland County Department of Pub-
lic Works is the administratlve agent
for the Farmington Hllls water and
sewer program.

Farmington has not raised water or
sewer rates “In several years,” Dead-
man said. Durlng the past four years,
Farmington made additional cfforts lo
keep the water sysiem cffleicnt and to
keep sewer rates down, which has
helped keep retall rates low, he said.

Questlons about the proposed in-
crease, recommended by the Detrolt
Water Board, were ralsed at a January
publle hearlng by several local municl
palitles.

A sccond hearing was held Thursday,
Feb, 13, in Detrolt, offering additional
opportunliles for community quesifons.

NEITHER COMMUNITY Is contest-
Ing the Increases, officlals sald. Oak-
tand County Depariment of Publle
Works, administratlve agent for the
Hills, told city officlals they agreed
with the numbers.

“We were satisfled after our meet-
ing,” Deadman sald of the Farmington
rates, “They (Detrolt officlals) have ac-

curately fnterpreied what our needs |

will be. The numbers used (o develop
the rates are the same ones we would
have used."

(v

Exhibit
planned

The Oakland County
Parks and Recreation
Commisslon's traveling
photo exhiblt wlll be on

RESIDENTIAL

A comblnatton of the proposed 25
percent water hike and a propased one
percent sewerage rate decrease would
cost Farmington an estimated $53,000
=~ & nct annval Increase of eight per-
cent, he said, Farmington Hills also Is
receiving 2 two peroent sewage de.
crease.

The only control local munlielpalitles
have on water rates, Is residents' use,
*The only thing that would help, is to
keep people from  waterlng  thelr
lawns,” Deadman 2aid of the summer
months, when water use Is kigh, The
control comes In keeping usage down in
the highest days and hours of use.

Detroit offlcials took at a four-year
usage average when reviewlng rates
annually. Fiiteen rate-bullding factors

are considercd, including the distance -*
water travels, the clevatlon to which It -
must be llfted and the maxlmum day
and peak hour demands.

FARMINGTON WHOLSALE water
rates are currently $3.24 per thousand '
cubic feet. The proposal would raise -
them (0 $4.33.

Wholesale waler rate fincreases —
and controversy surrounding them — s
not new,

In 1980, Oakland County Draln Com-
missloner George Kuhn chaired the -
“Citizens for a Reglonal Waler and
Sewage™ committee, which fought to *
end annual water increases which had
totaled 530 percent since 1975,

SCUFF and erayon marks on tile or asphoit
flooring can be removed quickly by applying
sulf-pollshing wax. Try an Obaerver &
Eccentrie classified nd when you want to
remove non-usuble itema from your homu,

Your Children
Should Be Free
To Think About
Your Life...

Not About The
Details Of
Your Death.
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TO BUY THE FINEST IMPORTED ACQESSORIES AT COST!

s

bson’s Southern Connection

See Women's Sun Fashions
Formally Modeled
Saturday, February 22, 1 p.m,
Sportswear, Birmingham
P Prepare yourself
for the Florlda sun with
spring and summer
fashions for casual,
sport, beach or
evening wear. Troplcal
fruit prints, bold florals
and sensational sollds.
From sunrise 1o sunset..
we have the styles
to please.

FLOOR SAMPLESFROM BAKER, CENTURY, WEIMAN, PREVIEW & DIA
SECTIONALS, SOFAS, CHAIRS AND WALL UNITS M UNUSUAL COL-
LECTION OF ORIENTAL ACCESSORIES: SCREENS, PORCELAIN, VASES
# IMPORTED WALL MIRRORS Ml TABLE LAMPS, CONTEMPORARY &
TRADITIONAL M BRASS ACCESSORIES B ITALIAN HAND BLOWN
GLASS VASES & SCULPTURES M EUROPEAN CRYSTAL ACCESSORIES W
AND MANY MORE UNUSUAL ITEMS TO CHOOSE FROM

~ OPEN SUNDAY 12-4 _
6915 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD “THE BOARDWALK" M WEST BLOOMFIELD M 851-3200

DECCRATVE INTERICRS |

Jacobson’s

O E
d/ We welcome Jacobson's Charge Card or The American Expross® Card. *

Shop untll 9 p.m, on Thursday and Friday
Ualil 6 p.m. on Manday, Tueaday, Wednesday and Saturday




