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House urges nuclear test-ban treaty talks

Here's how arca members of Con-
gress were recorded on major roll-call
voles durlng the week ending Feb, 28,

HOUSE

TEST-BAN TREATY — The llouse
adopted, 268 {or and 148 agalnst, a non-
binding resolution urglng President
Reagan (o resume talks with the Sovi-
ets In behalf of a comprehensive nucle-
ar test-ban treaty between the two na-
tions.

A slmilar mecasure was adopted by
the Senate two years ago, Its rationale
is that the arms race would screech to
a halt on both sldes If new technologies
could not be tested, assuming the ban
was mutually verltiable.

In addition to secking summit negoti-
atlons toward an end to all testing, the
measure (HJ Res 3) called (or Senate
ratification of two treatles banning un-
derground nuclear exploslons of 150 ki-
lotons or more. Presidents Nixon and
Ford signed those treaties with the So-
vlets, but the Senate has never ratified
them.

‘The resolution goes counter 10 the
A strategy of
decp cuts In Sovlet and Amerlcan nu-
clear weapons as n precondition of ban-
ning tests of new ones. Alse, the Admin-
istration terms it impossible to ade-
quately verify Soviet compllance with
a comprehensive test-ban treaty.

Supporter Lawrence Coughlln, R-
Pa., said: I belleve that, If talks re-
sume, the United States and Mr, Gorba-
chev can iron out differcnces on the
verificatlon issue.”

Opponent Henry Hyde, R-Ill, said:
"Simply to put our nuclear stockpite
and ihe strategic defensc intitlatlve
{SDI) on hold while we trust the Sovlet
Unlon is a roll of the dice that I am
unwlliling to make.”

‘Members voting yes favored the res-
olutlon.

Votlng yes: Car) Pursell, R-Plym-
outh, Dennls 1ierte), D-Detroit, William
Ford, D-Taylor, nnd Sander Levin, D-
Southfictd.

Voting no: Willlam Broomfleld, R-
Birmingham.

COMTEMPT OF CONGRESS — By

i n vote of 352 for and 34 against, the
House approved a contempt-of-Con-
gress citation agalnst New York real
estate broker Ralph Bernsteln for fall-

Ing to cooperate with a House subcom-,

‘I belleve that, if talks
resume, the United
States and Mr.
Gorbachev can iron
out differences on the
verification issue.’

— Rep. Lawrence Coughlin

R-Pennsylvania

mittee probe of the U.S. property hold-
ings of Philipines ex-President Ferdi-
nand Marcos and his wife, Imetda.

Separately, the House also voted con-
tempt charges against lawyer Joseph
Bernstein, who jolned his brother
Ralph In declining te provide Informa-
tlon to the Aslan and Pacific Affalrs
Subcommittee, which Is trying to deter-
mine whether the Marcoses used US.
foretgn ald to buy real estate In Man-
hattan, Long Island and other locatlons.

The subcommltice has recclved les-
timony that the Bernstelns acted as
agents for the Marcoses, who allegedly
have spent hundreds of millions of dol-
lars to acqulre U.S. property.

Although only Joseph Is a lawyer,
both Bernstein brothers invoked the at-
torncy-client privilege in defying Con-
gress. The federal courts now will de-
ecide whether to uphold the contempt cl-
tations, which are crlminat charges.

Supporter Toby Roth, R-Wis,, said he
voted against the citations in the sub-
commlttee but had changed his mind,
“I was opposed because of the timing
of the Investigation, right in the midst
of the Philippine electlons. he said.
“Now, the clections are over and (t's
time to proceed with questions on the
misuse of forelgn aid money.”

Opponent Gerald B, Solomon, R-
N.Y,, said ln a written statement Intro-
duced into the debate, “This whole epl-
sode — from start to finlsh -~ has been
much more remlnlscent of the old Star
Chamber procedures than of our own
American system of justice.”

Members vollng yes wanted 1o hold
Ralph Bernstein in contempt of Con-
gress,

Vating yes were all area-members:
Pursell, Hertel, Ford, Levin and
Broamfield.
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voted, 60 for and 37 against, to klll a
proposal that Senate rules be tightened
se that non-germane riders no longer
can be atlached (o pending leglslation.

Senatars voting yes wanted to contin-
e to, permit non-germane riders to be
aofered to bills under debate.

Michigan Democrats Carl Levin and
Donald Ricgle Jr. both opposed the
change.

Historically, during floor debate Sen-
ate tules have permitted extrancous
provisions to be added to the legistatlon
at hand, Jargely to provide a court-of-
last-resort for minorlty views that can-
nat get a hearing elsewhere in the leg-
Islative process.

But critics call the polley on ger-
maneness an anachronism that leads to
pracedural delays and cripples the Sen-
ate's abllity to meet legislailve dead-
lines as the year progresses.

‘The vote occurred during debatcona

‘Simply to put our
nuclear stockpile and
the siralegic def¢nse
intitiative on hold while
we trust the Sovie?
Union Is a roll of the
dice that 1 am unwilling
to make.’

— Hanry Hyde

R-Hiinois

measure {S Res 28) to permit the
televising of proccedings on the Senate
floor.that Inter was passed (below).
Lowell Welcker, R-Conn., who voted
10 kill the proposed rules change, sald
“no matter how unpopular the viey of
one (scnatar), he or she should be heard
because, Indeed, they ight be right,

and if not now maybe In the future.”

Lloyd Bensten, D-Texas, who fa-
vored the change, sald the germane-
ness rule dates from a time when “a
session was six months long and we
were cltizen leglslators,” and that to-
day It Invarlabley leads Lo leglslative
chaos at the end of each sesslon.

TELEVISING THE SENATE —~ By a
vole of 67 {or and 21 agalnst, the Sen-
ate, adopted a resolution (S Res 28)
clearing the way for gavel-to-gavel
televislon coverage of its floor pro-

.ceedings on a trlal basls between June,

1 and July .15. A vote on whether to
begin permanent coverage is set for
July29.

Senators votlng yes favored televl-
slon and radloed coverage of the Senate
floor.

Levin and Riegle both voted ycs.»

In order to attract viewers and pro-
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_ rash leglstative action. 5

tect the Senate’s image, the legislation
makes rules changes designed

For example, the maximum time send:
tors can ensnarl a bill through exten:
ed debate has been cut back signl
cantly. . e
Also, the resolution immediately be- =, ¢
gins radio coverage of the Senate floor. <"y
on a permanent basls, The House has. |
permitted gavel-to-gavel radio angdy :
television coverage since 1979.

Supparters argued television and ras-
dlo coverage should be permitted Inthe ;v
interests of open government and in orw i«
der to brlng the Senate further into the.3)
age of cleetronles.

Focs generally argucd that televl
sion, with its history of changing allt
that it covers, would Infringe upon Sen.» *,
ate traditlons and rules that safeguard
minority rights and protect against..'
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