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Jewelry design

Michigan’s top artists bring
1,500 pieces for show and sale

“But It was a killer," she said. "Eve- - Farmington Road, Farmington Hills, is

By Loralne McCliah
slalt writer

JEWELRV MAKER and designer

Ruth Poris, whose art work has

gone from one transistion to an-

other over the past 15 years, is
among the 125 fincst artists In Michl-
gan chosen to show their work in Sho-
lem Aleichern Institute’s Art Show and
Sale this weekend In Shenandoah Coun<
try Club,

“Sholem Aleichem's show Is the old-
est in the arca and still the best, with
the most variatlon to offer,” Porls sald.
“I've been invited back for about 10
years now, and my work has taken se
many turns, I'll be showlng something
new agaln thls year.”

Poris’ “something new” is bead
stringing, an art she perfected and then
wrote about In her book called “Step by
Step Beau Stringing” N is the only
book of its kind on the market, and now
In its third printing.

The bead stringing is done around
maybe an antlque lvory figurine, an an.
tique cigarette lighter, a coin, a helt
buckle, ali cut-of-the-way unusuat plec-
©s designed Into a onc-of-a-kind plece
of jewelry. .

She shops at antique shows and gem

shows for “anything that's becoming
extiney,”" she said..But her favorlte
work is done when someone brings her
a no-longer-usable heirloom she can
salvage by redesigning It into a new
distinctlve picce of jewelry.
. "I Just got a string of grandma's
crystals that had been sitting in a
drawer for ycars and it's such a plea-
sure being able to bring that back to
life for somebody,"” she satd.

TIIE FARMINGTON Hllls artlst
came to Sholem Alcichem’s first art
show as a potter.

The poitery took a varlety of shapes
and for a long while Porls was en-
grossed in producing ceramle jewelry.
Mass markcting of -orlginal one-of-a-
kind pendants and strusg ceramic
beads for better stores consumed a
great dea) of time. And it was during
this time she created the entire ceram-
le lne for Mariam Haske)l Jewelry In
Now York.
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1da Krandle began her long career of
volunteerism as a young mother in
PTAs and Brownics and within a very
short time reallzed her forte was fund
ralsing.
“Money Is the bottom line. That's
what keeps things moving, keeps them
golng." said the Farmington Hills resl-
dent who was glven “The Heart of

ry bead was hand-rolled and had to be  a cultural and educational organizatlon,

glazed and fired about six times. And 1
was developing the flrst symptoms of
emphysema.”

Poris satd that even though her back-
yard studio was ventllated to conform
1o safety standards for the artist who
fire glazes, or uses blow torches, or
drills or any of the health hazard mates
rials the work requires, she was Just
spending too much time on the job.

The show this weekend will Include
about 1,500 works of art in alt price
ranges. .

Show hours are from 11 a.m. to 10
pm. Friday and Saturday and from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. In Shenandoah Country
Club, 5600 Walnut Lake Road, West
Bloomfleld.

A donation is asked at the doer.

Sholem Alcichem Institute, 27600

Ruth Potls works in her wark room (above) and
shows her jewelry in her show room (above
right) both in her Farmington Hilla home, The de-

work.

Heart of Gold

Gold" for outstanding voluntecrism by
the United Foundatlon,

Krandle was nominated for the
award by Women’s Assoclatlon for the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra, but the

list of associations for which -she

directs fund-raising eiforts Is stagger-
ing.

To single out prefercnces was not
casy.

“The symphony prabably takes the
most time. Cultural actlvities are Im-

‘t don’t drink coffee.
{don’t smoke. |
don't watch YV, And
'm very organized.
Ailof these things .
need doing and 1 am
dadicated lo getting
them done.’

— Ida Krandle

portant to Detroit. A trip to hear the
symphony is always on {he list when

a home office and a back yard

signer also has
studio to carey on all the many facets of har

Volunteer’s career consumes 60-70 hours a week .

where 12-18 bricfcases depending on
1he current projects at hand.
“Tel calls at are

we host forelgn visitors to
our culture here,” Krandle said, refer-
ring to her membership as a volunteer
In the International Visiters Councll.
“For humanitarianlsm I guess I'd
have to say the Salvation Army Is my

preference, 1 get involved in that on a .

very personal level," she said.

She is president of the Salvation
Army Auxiliary, where she provides
leadershlp, ts working in many facets
df staglng a spring fashlon show, and at
the same time is involved personally
with prisoners, the needy and resldents
in the Edwin Denby Home for Children.

MEANWHILE she singles out her
presidency of Michigan Lawyers Auxi-
ltary, and its sponsorship ¢f numerots
goodwlll projects, as the volunteer job
that commands the most travel.

Those valuntecr jobs, along with
being membership ¢halrman of The
Art of Poland-Associates Founders So-
clety, past pn.;sident of Amerlean Lung
A o

cpmmonplace, My friends know I'm up
vnthl at least 2 or 3 a.m, Thank good-
ness T don't require a lot of sleep,” she

said,
“Nothing Is donc two weeks ahead of

time,” she sald. “Whatever has to be-

done for tomorrow Is done the night be-
fore. There is just too much to do, to do
it any other way, and everything Is
done to perfection,”

AN EXAMPLE of Krandle's perfee-

"tlon was when she set out to boast the

local lung assoclatlan. During her ten.
ure as president the organization reale
lzed its largest fund-ralsing results
ever and added a record 100 new mem-

. And whlle her adminlstrative talents
are evident, so Is the personal touch.

- The women who were addressing en-

velopes for the Salvation Army's fash-
ion show this spring all reccived choco-
late roses she had molded herself the

treasurer for | Women's Diviston of
Praject Hope, 'active with March of
Dimes and, the. League of Catholie
Women, and most recently serving on
the board of Schooleraft College, make
up a 60-70 hour 3 week job.

She jokes that her next project will
be the congresslonal enactment f an
cxpanded 24-hour a day,

Bul she Is serious when she says, “1
don't drink coffee. I dont smoke. I

‘don’t wateh TV. And I'm very orge.

nized. All of these things meed doing
and 1 am dedlcated to geting them
done.” }

Krandle's paperwork is done in her .

favorite room, the kitchen, out of any-

before. .

“1 did a lot of stufting of cnvclopes,
1Us a: tedious job, and I want to let
those women know that werk Is neces-
sary and we appreciate it," she sald.

Krandle's newest picce of jewelry Is
the gold heart-shaped charm, bearing
the™Spirit of Detrolt” emblem n rec-
ognitlon of veluntary scrvices per-
formed through cultural and clvic ace
tivitles. - .

The Bonar of being cited as 2 “Heart
of Gold” winner is glven to call atten-

ticn to the importance of voluntary ¢it--
izen partlcipation in community affalirs

i“ a bulwark to the American way of
ife.

Twisted pearls (at loft) are used
to set off an anfique belt buckle
&nd unlkite beads are used with
a8 keepsake commemorative
coln to make a distinctive piece
of jowelry by deaigner Ruth
Paris, Below hand carved ivory
piecos called Nelsuke, once
worn  with kimonos, will be
used as tho focal point for new .
pleces yet to be created by the
deaignar,

EASTER TIME
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She's sure to pick
this pretty floral
print for spring.
2-place silhouelte
from Originals by

- Marcla’s Il

) rose print.

Polyestericotton. l
tong tunic top, 4@
full skirt,

- Jacobson's
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