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ravelers enjoy orchids on their home turf

g

A is every botanist’s dream and many or-
' ganlzed trips arc available through
T == Amerlcan Horticultural Soctety and

other such groups.

O course, you can travel there
alone, tent a car and Investigate on
your own. ffowever in recent years, lo-
vl drug cultivation has made it dan-
gerous Lo wander the back roads. If you
do declde to explore, cmploy a
knuwledgeable driver or guide before
takling off for the hills,

You nced't go far from the cliy to sce
and learn more about troplcal vegeta-
tivn. Frequently the plantings in parks
and around hotels and public bulldings
ate tastefully designed with interesting
tropleal specimens. A hedge of red
|'winsettin can be very dramatie,

Many hotel operators know the local
i serivs and prominent home garden-
o1 and will put you In touch with them.
Vou n:ay have to drive quite a distance
fiom the city over bumpy roads, but
=ueh a botanleal foray will be remem-
Lted long after the suntan has {aded.

‘I hrough the hotel manager on Toba-
1o, the slster Island of Trinldad, we
et an orchid hobbyist. This elderly
gentleman grows vanda orchids, which
are six-feet tnll and covered by blue,
waxy blooms. The more I raved about
the taapnifleence of his vandas, the
more he bewailed his inability (o grow
paphiopedilum  orchids, the cool
frowers, which now are blooming
profusely tn sunless, snowy Michigan In
my greenhouse,

This gardener and I agreed the bo-
tanlcal tesson here Is a unlversal one —
be salisticd to grow what adapts and
-erforms best in your environment.

GREENHOUSES as we know them,
are unnecessary In this part of the
world, The extenslve Trintdadlan nol-
Teetinn of vandas, all of which are sun
and heat buvers, was growlng in the

other less sun- or wind-tolerant plants,

In discussing orchld culture with this
experienced grower, I learned of his
very strong opposition to chemical for-
tilizers, He satd, “More orchids, es
cially young ones, are kitled by Poter's
Orchid Food than by any other cause.”

Of course, many professionals may
contest this view and attribute losses to
over or improper fertilizlng. This man
uses only {lsh food and seaweed ferti-
lizers and the results are Impressive,

Ne said that fectilizer used in the
garden wlll run off Inta the soil, Ferti-
lizer that s poured on a potted plant
remalns ln contact with the scnsltive
root tlps, where growth occure, The
root tip Is burncd by the chemlcals, the
plant Is weakened and after a few ap-
plications the plant dies,

As I reflected on (his, I reallzed that
11 gencrally s the young, uncstablished
orchids wiih the weakest root systems
that 1 have most frequently lost, or
more accurately killed. He said they
most likely died from a chemical cause
rather than improper watering or In-
correct placement.

0! course, many sophisticated out-
door, organic gardeners constantly
warn us that the contlnued use of
chemical fertilizers adversely affect
the soil and destroy mlcro-organisms

normally found there. For that reason,
chemicals should be avolded.

THERE ARE many flnc orchid nur-
series In the United States and several
withln the Detroit area, so one needn't
go to the troplcs to collect plants. How-
ever, there I8 something thrilling about
pleking an orchld off a tree in a jungle
in Venczuela. In fact, onc develops a
speclal interest In an orchld purchased
in the troples.

With an easlly obtalned importatfon
license, anyone can bring In orchids. If
you are Interested, send a request to
the U.S. Department of Agtleulture,
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service, Plant Protection and Quaran.
tine, Hyattsvllle, Md. 20782,

If you do collect or buy plants, pres-
ent your Yicense Lo the customs offlcer
at the port of entry, An agriculiural [n-
spector witl take your plants, dip them
in the insccticide and mall them to you
later.

However, lo avold this damaglng de-
lay and shipment, which Is actually im-
possible in winter, I'have found a sim-
pler and safer way. No, It isn' l sncnklng
plants ln. Alter all, these §i

and had spraytd at a nursery, The ex-
amining officer may be willing to fn-
spect them and, if the plants are
squeaky clean, he may allow you to
carry them [n. After you get the plants
heme, pot them in moist orchld bark,
mlst the leaves frequently and allow
them 1o rest In a qulet, low light place.

RECENT LOCAL laws in many trop-
leal countries prohibit the export of

many nailye orchids as a means of pro-

tecting endangered species.

As a result, very few specics are
available for sale and local nurserles
rarely have any. They do, however, of-
fer a large varlety of hybrlds and at a
lower price than in the States.

These tropical nutseries Import com-
munlty pots of flne hybrlds from Florl.
da. Within a very short time, the tiny
plants are moved Into indlvidual small
pots and then agaln into larger pots and
offered for sale.

The tdcal tropical condltions shorten
the growing 1ime considerably and the
cost of bringing plants to maturity Is
much less than It Is in Florlda, where

laws were wisely made to protect our
country's plant tife.

I suggest you tring only six or seven
plants that you have carefully washed
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Designed fur family living,

maintained and the cost (#btored into
the price of the f[nal product.
The same business scheme prevails

. in Hawall with an added feature, Com-

munity pots of orchid merlclones of

fine hybrids are brought In from Call-

fornia. The plants grow rapidly and at

a low cost. The mature bloomlng stage

plonts are then shipped back to the

majnland for sale at a high price in
. nurseries throughout the country.

‘Troplcal nursery owners say few or-
chid hobbylsts, either local or tourlst,
even want the specles and prefer the
more spectacular hybrids. Hybrids' are
purpasely bred (o be more vigorous,
discase resistent and florlferous than
specles. Far the average hobbylst these
{guallties ave very appeallng,

Orchids are the royalty of exotie
troplcal plant life and about 85 percent
of them orglnated In equatorial, moun-
taln, rain forests.

Like most hobbyists, I don't have n
large number of specics and I'm more
successful with the tougher hybrids,
However, I know I became a better
grower alter visiting the homelnnd of
the species and the hybelds,
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