Senators split on sports fee hikes

By Tim Richard
siall writor

On the same day they rolled back th
income tax, state senators began wor<
on a bill to raise hunting and fishing
license fees 32 to 50 percent.

“It’s too substanilal an Increase,” ob-
jecied Sen. Patrick McCollough, D-
Dearborn, as he voted agalnst the mea-
sure in the Senate Natural Resources
Commitice.

McColtough and Joe Mack, D-Iron-
wocd, dissented as the panel voted 3-2
10 send the measure Lo the Senate floor.

Supporting the tncreases were Chair-
man Kirby Holmes, R-Utica, and Sens.
Connle Binsfeld, R-Maple City, and
Phil Arthurhultz, R-Whitehall. Holmes
was author of the income tax rollback
bil), which the Senate had passed that
morning.

‘1's too substantial an

increase.’ .
—Sen. Patrick McColiough
D-Dearborn

IF ENACTED, the House-passed bill
wauld hike most dent fees 33-

“It's not a tax increase. This is the
user fee concept,” sald Scott, anticipat.
Ing McCollough's and Mack’s objec-
tlons.

MUCH OF the new money would go

* to add 31 more offlcers and ather staff.

to the wildlife and fisherics divisions of
the Mlchigan Dcpurlmenl of Natural

50 pereent this year,

Mlchigan residenis would pay 32-36
percent more beginnlng in 1987 — at-
ter this year's election.

Even with the Increases, sald Rep.
Tom Scolt, D-Filnt, Michlgan's fees
will be lower than surrcunding Great
Lakes' states.

‘The fee hikes, first since 1981, are
needed to pemp $6 milllon Into the
state fish and game fund, sald Scott,
who chairs the Ilouse Conscrvation
Committee.

WSU has fishing series

By Loam Mogse

Wayne State Unlversity will host a
series of four fishing Insiltutes on
Wednesday cvenings for the next
month. Each runs 7:30-9:30 p.m.

Dates, toples and speakers are:

March 12 — Bass technlgues and bi-
ology — Roland Martin, holder of 19
national titles and TV series host.

March 19 — Northern plke and pan-
tishing in the north — Steve Worrall,
educator, guide and lure designer.

March 26 — Selentific side of fish.
Ing, including oxygen, acid rain and
fish scents — Ken Cook, {Isheries blolo-
gist and 1985 bass fishing ehamp.

Aprit 9 — Walleye lures, technlques
and life cycle — Tom Zenanko, author
and gulde,

Fee for the series is $48 for a single,
$80 for a couple. Seminars arc In the
General Lecture Building, Warren and
Anthony Wayne Drive on the campus in
Detrolt. For reservatlons, call the uni-
versity at 577-4665,

¢

“In 1926, we had 150 conservation of-
fleers,” sald Scott. “Today, with our
populatlon doubled or tripled, we have
only 156,

“It's ludicrous. We oughta be up to
the 240 we had In 1976 ‘and '79, before
the crunch came.”

HUNTING and fishing licenses pro-
vide the bulk (87 percent) of the game
and flsh protection fund.

That bothered McCellough, “H.these
programs are worthwhile, they benefit
hlkers, blrd watchers and berry plck.
ers, t0o," he satd. “They should be fund-
ed by the gencral fund, not by hunters
and fishermen.”

And not all the (und goes to pay con-
scrvatlon offteers, McCollough added,
Some goes lo make payments “In lieu
of properly taxes" to county and local,
governments where state foresis are
jocated,

Mack, a veteran Upper Penlnsula
lawmaker frequently at odds with
DNR, voiced the same kind of objece
tlon. "My posltion Is that law enforce-
ment s a top priority. We squeeze law
enforcement all the time," he sald.

Scott salfd. sportsmen’s groups draft-
ed most of the fec increases. A poll in
his district showed 60 percent support-
ed the hike, 30 percent were opposed
and less than 10 percent were undecld-
cd.

Ron Skoog, DNR director, sald the
new fee schedule eliminates the free
fishing llcenses for spouses for the first
time In Michlgan histary.

A $1 public access stamp for hunters

also was ellmlnnle

The new fee schedule will give an 8
percent commisslon to sporting goods
and bait dealers who handle hunting
and fishing lcenses.

outdoors

Reminder: March is a good time to:
@ sharpen flshhooks.
@ clean and lubricate fishing recls.
# inspeet (and replace) flshing llnes.
® check guldes of flshing rod for
nicks and wear.
@ Inspect and charge boat battery.

The Metro-West Steelheaders ciub
will hold Its spring show and clinle on
{ishing for lake-run ratnbow trout from
11 am. to ¥ p.m. Sunday, March ¢, In
Westland.

1t will be in the Bailey Recreatlon
Center behind Westland City Ha)), Ford
Road between Wayne and Newburgh
reads. Admisslon Is free.
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* Incerest Free Layaway

52 Years of
Quality Furs &
Customer Satisfaction

Top quality skins have just arrived. Order yous
MEA2USS.

[ Come see our

| 122 Price Specials

* 40% Premium on U.S, Funds
* Duty & Sales Tax Refunded

762 Ouelletle Ave. -.
_Windsor « 519-263-2111 )

- (2 Block from the Tunnel}
Hours: Mon-Séit. 9-8« Fil. "t 8 |
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“The Original : The Only . Total Closet Store!
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« NEW Bigger Store

* NEW Storage Ideas

* NEW Sale Every Month
s NEW Longer Hours

Thues. 10-8 pm.
Sun. 124 p.m.

MARCH SALE

20% OFF INGRID

STACKING

DRAWERS AND BINS

{mitnd quaniities}
Great Storaga For Swesters, Sheats, Towels, Toys, Ete, 42,

28956 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD ¢ FARMINGTON HILLS petwren 124 13400 Rd)"
] : . 313-855-9678 Lot

Thursday, March 6, 1888 O&LE
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Here §s how Michigan residents'
lm would go up beginning April
987:

Snmll game — $7.25 to $9.95 (in-
crease 36%).

Decr — $9.75 (0 $12.85 {32%).

Bear — $11.75 to $14.05 (26%),

Fishing — $7.25 to $9,85 (36%).

‘Trout — $7.25 {0 $9. ).

Sportsmen's  (five licenses} —

Proposed fee hikes

$36.25 to $45.35. The 1987 llcense
would Include the $2.85 trout stamp,
reducing the elfective Increase to al
most nothing. -

Minor small game — $3.95 1.0.
$5.10(36%).

Fur harvester — $5 to $6.50 (32%.)."

Resldent senlor cltizen llcenses -
would remaln at $1 for fishing and $4 -
for hunttng. B
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FRIDAY, SATURDAY OR BUNDAY HIGHT

‘ Inchdos $30 fo0d and boverago uomhnnyol
our tineso3tourants.
*Katay's Puace - our Gardon Terace
HRostawant
+Ghilo & Sons - Featuring our groat Salad
Dessat Llar -

Bar a7
«La Ratissorio - Grackus Atmosphero and

IN FAIRLANE TOWN CENTER

+ 593-1234

5 DAYS ONLY!
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Famous Makers Carpet Bhtz

Save 15% to 70%.! |

EVERY LEES! EVERY ALEXANDER SMITH! EVERY KARASTAN!
EVERY CABIN CRAFTS! EVERY MOHAWK! EVERY BIGELOW!

Cholce carpets irom our tinost makars,..all super priced for this 48 hour carpot evont! You'll tind plushes,
sculptures, twlsts, solld colors and multicelors al) salo priced to save you 15% to 70%, complotoly installod.
You'll alsa save on qualily no-wax vinyls, aroa sugs and our tull ting of Barbor carpets. But hurry...prices Ilkumuna

can't last torover. Sale ands Monday at 9 pm!

All Sale Prices Include 3/8" Thick Foam Pad and lnstallatlon!
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