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‘Soft porn’ magazines target of picketing!

Continued from Page 1

“T don’t know where they would get
that beenuse we don't relcase that kind
of Information,” he sald. The sale of
pertodicals docs not contribute that
greatly to the company's overal) prof-
Iis, he added. .

Prior to the planned picket, Stewart
talked with the local 7-Elcven mana-
ger, whe refused to remove the adult
magazines.

As she recounted: “He was very nlce.,
He saig, 'l wish you wouldn't {picket).”
The federatlon encouraged us to talk to
managers flrst to sec If they would re-
move the magazines.” "~ !

Despite the federation’s annual plck-
cts of 7-Eleven stores, Reed sald the
organizatlon’s opposition has not hurt
business.

“We don't market or publicize the
magazines," he said.

In fact, this ycar's national pleket
targeted only “an Insignificant number
of stores™ compared to previous years.
Several years age, he sald, the federa-
tion picketed 4 percent of the corpora-
tion's siores, Reed said.

ALTHOUGH STEWART says 7-
Eleven is targeted for an annual picket
because ofs+ federallon information
about the chaln’s blg buslness in adult
_magazines, she is alse contacting man-
agers of ather convenience stores,
drugstores and any other business that
sells such publications.

“1 have started speaking to mana-
gers. Ishare the federatlon’s viewpolnt.

These are famlly stores and markets, I
they believe in the family, they should't
sell the magazlnes. I believe pornogra-
phy is anti-family,” Stewart sald,

not be enforctd in some of Uw

“1 really b‘c"'llc\e we are becomling,

stores. The

ers of these stores can follow torpnmtc
pollcy or develop thelr awn, Reed sald,
to offlcials’

Although he ledged it might
scem as though the tederation is “plck-
ing" on 7-Eleven slores as op, to
others that alse sell the magazines,
Reed acknowledged that the chaln of
convenlence stores is the Inrgut in the
country.

“We are one of the !nrgmt chain
stores in the country. Yet, we do have
one of the more restrictive policies in
the country,” Reed sald.

AT LEAST with the corperate-owned
7-Eleven stores around the country, the
potley regarding adult- magazines re-
qulres store managers to keep the pub-
licatlons behlnd the maln cashicr coun-
ter. The publicatlons must nlso bc cove
ered from publlc view, Réed sai

“We think this i3 cquitable. Wc retail
them In what we belleve Is a responsi-
ble fashion,” Reed sald, adding that the
magazines are available for those who
want to buy them without offending
those who are not interested,

Despite the corporate pollcy, howev-
er, lhe adull magazine restrictions can-

contacts wlith the Southland Corp.,
Stewart sald, “They (corporate offi-
clals) felt it was up to Lhe discretlon of
the buyer what they bought. I think It
really geu down to the dollar or quall-
ty of life.”

Federatlon officials are asking peo-
ple to contact the Southland Corp. to
“oxpress your displeasure” with the
sale of adult magazines. Officlals are
also asking 7-Eleven customers to stop
dolng business with the store until the
sale of the magazines I8 stopped, Stew-
arl said.

ALTHOUG! STEWART sald she is
aware that law prohiblts the sale of
adult magazines to those younger than
18, she questions whether all stores fol-
low the restriction.

“7-Eleven says they card people.
That's a step in the right directlon,” she
sald.

But ldeally, Stewart would like to see
a total halt in the sale of such maga.
2lnes,

hat was solt pornogra-
phy has become accepted,” sho sald. In.
crcnscd nudity, profanity and violence
appears to be more acceptable today,
sheadded. -

Armed with facts she has gathered
through various publications, such as
the federation's journal, Stewart main-
tains that 70 pereent of all pornograph.

I materlal Is eventually read by chll- -

dren.

“You can’t protect your kids as long
as it's out there. You can't palice It."

Stewart acknowledges a difference
between what she calls seft pernogra-
phy — Playboy, Penthouse and Play-
girl magazines — and hard pornogra.
phy ~— the type of hooks and films
found In most adult book stores. But
the sale of soft pornography concerns
her as much as hard pornography.

“4 lot of people don’t even {eel Play-
boy and Penthouse are offenslve. They
(the magazinc’s publishers) are fllus-
trating that It {s more and more ac-
ceptable,” she sald,

STEWART MAINTAINS that in just
the last 10 years, the tone of Playboy

- magazine has changed from basic nude
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“There has been an Increased focus
on parnography. I've read them (maga-
zines). And 1 have been gelting ‘con-
cerned.”

What really concerns Stewart la the

cffect pornography has an the reader
and censequently the rest of society.
For example, she maintained, pcrnog-
raphy contributes to child abuse and
child prestitution, “People who victim-
{ze kids usually feed on pornography.'
Referring to Information provided

by a Utah psychologlst, Stewart be-,
lleves pornography generally leads 16*
people acting out what they lce In I.he
magazines.

In a four-step process leading lo nct-
Ing out what is seen in pornugmphy‘
the reader travels through a process)
where the nced lo see “meaners
rougher sexual material” is followed
by acceptance of whal was at flrst)
!hocklng and disgusting, Stewart sald.

“Pornography and its componenu
are 8o pervaslve. Pornography is poll'
Tutlng our envivonment," shesald, ~ %

Halsted flooded, but passable

Halsted "Road, between 13 and 14
Mile roads, flooded but was passable
Monday afternoon.

“"Water crested about 4 or § o'clock,”
sald Dan Rmnuy. Fnrmlnswll Hills Di-
vision of Publle W

With the mercury hitting a high ul 69.
degrees Monday, Rooncy salid, “Ws,
went from winter to lprlng in a day.

* And thau's always a problem.”

Rooney sald his department “allevl;
ated the on Halsted as best

“The problem was morc because of the
rapld snow melt than because of the
rainfall. There was a standing water
problem — a common spring occur-
rence on that stretch of Halsted.”

“'The stretch Is gravel and therc’a a
Tow point just south of 14 Mile, he sald,

we could and posted a water over rond
sign”’

Elsewhere In the Hllls, weather-re-,
lated problems resulted from frozep
culverts, couslng ditches to fill. "

Also, Haggerty, a county road, way
reparted flooded but passable Monday.,
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Today, lummrow and every day.

24 hours a day, seven days o week,

For emergencics, For expert medical
treatment from canng professionals,
For everything familics expect from a

major community hospital.

Huron Valley Hospital ~ open at last

Commeree Township between

East Commerce and Stecth Roads
North Entrance on E. Commerce

. South Entrance on Stecth

Community Information Line: 360-3450
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