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Rouge clean-up group fears health hazards

" By Yori Banes
stall wrller

Qrganlzers of a June 7 fleld day us-
Ing volunteers to clean vp the Rouge
Rlver have asked the Wayne County
HWEANth Department 10 issue a report on
potential health hazards.

“Everybody's concerned about it (lin-
bility),” said the state Water Resources
Commission chairman Jim Murray, a
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‘What we might have to do is
confine the work to areas of
the river that are not in bad
shape.’

— James Murray, chalrman
Water Resources Commission

pruponent of “Rouge Rlver Day.”

- “What we might have to do Is confine
the work to'areas of the rlver that arc
not in bad shape.”

Murmy sald the report — a “positlon
papcr belng complled by the depari-
ment's public health dlvision — will
address the issue of which locatlons
volunteers should avold along the 125-
mlle waterway. it also wlll glve pubtle

“There's no way we're going to use

sentallves from Wayne, Oakland and

The water
bubbles, bclnhcs and flzzles lhcm Isa
public disgrace.”

Foremost among polential health
hazards Is the tevel of pathogens, bac-
terial that can cause infee-

health tips on
ed water,

“WE NEED to continuc to warn the
public,” he said.

There are sections, particularly In
cerlain Downriver communitles such
as' Dearborn and  Melvindale, that
shnuld be entirely avolded, Murray

tions, in the waters.

Also of serjous concern are toxins be.
licved to be found mostly in the Down-
river arca of Wayne County. .

BRUCE MONSON, the newly hited
director of the Houge River Watershed
Council, made up of communlty repre-

counties, echocd sentie
ments he has heard from organizers
and voluntcers eager to help.

In kis governmental role, Monson Is
pulling together a cltizens’ advocacy
group called “The Fricnds of the
Rouge.”

“It’s justifled that people should be
concerned about the sewage overflows
and loxle levels In the water,” safd
Monson, a lormcr lakes researcher
with a blology background.

“Certalnly, everyone is afrald of the
Rouge Rlver and then there's the whole

issue of llabillty when you're talkin g
about sponsoring an activity like thls.”

Glenn Brown of the Wayne County
Health Department was unavailable
for comment yesterday.

MURRAY SAID the health report la
being. requested to help insure that the
planncd clvic event “will be properly
handled.”

For Instance, it should be document-
ed and recognized, he sald, that if there
Is o heavy raln storm just before the
planned day, the event will have to be
canceled, Ralins will bring heavy sew-
age flows Into the rlver (rom combined
sewer lines called CSOs.

Even wlithout heavy ralns, p!ans
should be set that would place volun-
leer workers away from CSO points be-
causc of the potentinl contact with rare
sewage, Murray added,

New attention was put on the Rouge
River beginning last {all aiter a state-
ted push to organize local governments
and resldeats to act on the pollution is-
sue.

THE 125-MILE river was listed re-
cently as a “Class A” area-of concern

by the Internationat Commisslon en the -

Great Lakes.

State dumping expenses —Headlee

- Richard Headlee, chlef sponsor of
the 1978 1ax limitatlon amendment
‘adopted by Michigan voters, says Mich.
fgan  politicad leaders are lllegally
pushing staie costs onto local units of
gavernment.

“We're concerned that politiclans
are not observing the will of the people
as described in the State Constitution
they are swora 10 uphold,” sald
fleadlee, president of Alexander Ham.
ilton Life Insurance Co. of Farmlngton
Hills,

Jolned- by Attorney Al Schmid and
Dr. Walter Averill, both of Saginaw,
Headlee sald Michigan's Constitution
prohibits the current state government

practice of misappropriating local
school funds and guarantees 1986 re-
funds to individual taxpaycrs of sever-
al hundred miilion dollars in excessive
taxes collecied frons them In 1985,

Notlng thal two county cxecutives:

have falled suits agalnst Gov, James J.
Blanchard’s administration, Dr. Averill
asked, “Why should anyone have to flle
sult agalnst thelr governor, or curry fa-
vor with their Iegislators, o get a re-
!und Lunranlced each taxpayer by lhe
? People arc
be protected by thelr constltution.”
Last week Wayne County Exceutlve
William Tucas and two private busl-
ness owners filed sult against Gov.
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Meet The Easter Bunny
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BESTRI POTVER
The Tale of
Peter Rabbit
By Beatrix

Potter

Saturday, March 15
10 a.m.-12 noon

at The Birmingham Bookstore
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For Admission:
* Bring your Favaorite Toy Bunny
« You must be accompanied by an adult

*In Stock.

Blanchard In Kent County Circult
Court, seeking $203 milllion In refunds
for Michigan taxpayers. Their sult
charged (he state violated the Headlee
Amendment in fiscal year 1984-85 by
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collecting $203 milllon ‘more In reve-
nues than constitutionatly allowed.
Lucas Is secking the Republican
nominailon for governor, Headlee was
the 1982 GOP nomlinee, 0
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* That_also has pmmplcd the state's
Water and De-

lic attention to the tlver's pollul]on

partment of Natul rul Resources tu draft
a Remedlal Actlon Plan for the clean-
up. IUs recognized that a (ull effort wiil
take decades,

The “Rouge River Day* planned for
June §s an outgrowlh of those cfforts.
Orgnnlzen say they want to draw pub-

but also its p an
acsthetic amenlty to the area. .
‘Besides the clean-up, county parks
and recreation departments are organ-
lzing recreational events for the day,
such as the Wayne County Parks and
+ Recreatlon Dcpnxlmenl': 15+ mﬂc
bikeathon,

A CAREER IN REAL ESTATE?

Absolutely...for young minded men and women who desire the
challenge of unlimited income. WHY CHAMBERLAIN?I
Aftee 38 years of teaining and working with hundreds of sales,
associates we have the credentials and teack record younse  ;
tooking for. We arc decermined to professionalize Real Estate,

sales snd competence, and we have paid a stating salary to

(@l those few who qualify and meet our high standards. I\Z.YCEI’IJ
OQUR CHALLENGE—TO EARN MORE!!

CALL 643-8343 and please ask for—

Douglas C. Whitehouso
Vite President, CEO.
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Chinese
Dhurries
Pakistan
Romania

Any many more!
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Getour Sprmg Break

Survival Kit: an AWESoIme

shirt, wild shorts, and
free suntan lotion.

8330
= BIRMINGHAM
BADKSTORE

" OPENSUN. 124"

Wherever you're going for
Spring Break, we know you

-And for your marvelous
moments in the sun, we .
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203 Piavca

8
647-2665

‘s Addltions .

HEPLACEMENTV WINDOW
SPECIALIST

want to look terrific.
We're ready to help.

Come to Campus
Mens Shop and
wellshow you
what people
are wearing

have something
else for you to
wear: Hawaiian’
Tropic suntan lotion
{or oil}, An eight-ounce
bottle of this fine product

(retail value about $6) is our

+ Custom Bay Windows

Kitchans/Baths

« Recreatlon Rooms

Bow and Bay Windows '

From Deslign to Exacutlon
Financing Avallable

Ilcg
H‘ome‘ Improvement

28021 Harper .
775-5180 » 524-2582

at America’s
beaches and re-
sorts and at Spring

Break playgrounds through-
out the civilized world.

We'll show you shirts. You
might not have believed shirts
could be this colorful. But they
have to be — to compete with
m the shorts. Shorts for

A swimming, walking,
R\ surfing strolling, troll-
Y, 4 ing andlolling. Even
Yy shortsyoucan wear

..

to play tennis, in
case there's nothing else to do.
-4

gift to you with a minimum
" purchase of $25.

So come and put toget.her
your own Spring Break:
Survival Kit. Youdon't
have to spend a lot to
do it, and you can.
get the free bottle of
lotion.

We think you'll see that it's
a good idea. Especially if you
don't have money or skin to
burn.

We're going to help yox. .ook terrific.

Woodward and Muple, Birmingham 642-1965 . kcrchcvnl, in_tthillagc, Gross¢ l’oin_m 384-0701




