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focus —
‘the city

Hills is the

Thanks for the
well-done story

Fo the edltor:

+ On behalf of Nardln Park Communlty Nursery
School T would like to thank Loraine McClish for
rlting the fine article regarding Mada Brlggs.

¢ The objectlves of the Nursery School Board were

¢ll covered and In addition the article was a mark
of gratitude from the communlty to such a dedleat-

ad teacher.

H Sasan Pickeriog
e Publicity Chalrman
. Nardin Park Nursery School

[nsurers shape
their own crises

To the editor:
+ The doctors are ciylng out In pain, because they
arc getting stung by the Insurance Industey, It is
%crhnps small comfort (o them, but they are not
Hlone.
3 Just about anybody who docs anything from ae-
countant to zookecpcr. Is belng dogged by skyrock-
Ing premiums, punitive policles, or diiflculty In
detting any Insurance at al),
1 Have al] of us, all of a sudden, become bad insur-
ance rlsks? Of course not. llnlhcr, the property/
casualty Insurancc Industry is creating an illusicn
df “crises” through the artful presentation of Im-
firecise (Inanclal data. The insurers manufacture
“llosses” and blame them on our system of trlal by

jury.

+ The industry pronounces itself virtually without
fault as it searches, It seems, to get out of the busi-
ness of Insuring anything ¢xcept profits, It blames
these “crises” Instcad on the horribly injured vic-
tims of negligence, defectlve products, unsafe
workplaces, faulty warnings, deflcient safcguards,
dangerous deslgns, and drunk drivers.

1T BLAMES those who have suffored ¢

actlons they now are taking, rising premlums In atl
lines of Insurance, even for those who have never
had a single claim agalnst them.

As one insurance agent sald recently, "Insurers
are trying to recover five years of discounts in one

ear.”

In 1984, the Industry reported underwriting loss.
es of $20.5 billion, according to Congress's General
Accountlng Office.

REMEMDER, THESE are not real losses; the
sum largely represents Invesicd, Interest-caming,
tax-free money rescrved to pay estimated (ulure
claims. Even at that, insurers earned $30 miltlon
more in 1984 in investment Income than their “loss.
©s” of $20.5 billlon.

Wall Street knows that the property/easualty in-
surance industry is in sound shape. The stock Index
of property/casualty Insurers rose by 50 percent [n

,1985, almost double the rise of the general stock

;n:rkcl, accordng to the A.M. Best and Company
ndex,

Further evidence of health is the robust growth
of the Industry’s assets.

In 1984, these assets totaled $267.7 biltlon, up
$15.6 bitllen from 1983, according to the Insurance
Tnformation Institute. The Insurers try to tell us
that they arc paylng out more than $1 In claims for
cvery $1 they are taking in. How can this be, when
their asseis ate growing, year in and year out?

Desplte thelr profitabillty, the property/casualty
Insurers pay llitle federal income tax. From 1974
through 1983, according te the General Accounting
Office, these companles had a total profit of about
$72 hilllon, but they pald only $1.3 billlon in federal
income taxes. That's about 2 pereent of thelr total
proflt for the period.

James Colbert,
attarney
Rochester

Don’t infringe on
public expression

Ta the edllor'

gfid dare to exerclsc thelr right to go to court — the
oie place they have a fightlng chance agalnst the
rich and powerful — and to seck a decislon by a
Jury of fellaw cltizens,

Two things are primarlly responsible for the
shocking rlse In in.urance premlums: poor un-
derwritlng p of .
filture Josses by the Insurcrs

When interest rales are high, Insurers slash

“ premium prices in many commercial lines of Insur-
« ance, geiting back in investment Income more than
+¥as lost through low-priced premluns.
t:When Interest rates fall, the tax-free money set
aside to pay antlcipated claims — a number that is
only the insurers' estimate — carns Jess than ex-

ted. . .
The insurers then proclaim a “crisis™ and take

sets out to
limit or duny someune <¢lse’s rights/freedoms, the
danger of succeeding s pmlbln This potential dan-
ger should concern any A in our

Trains, planes
are threatened

To the edltor:

Tralns vs. plancs. Whu should get more in federal
subsidies? 1 am referring to Bob Wisler’s article on
Feb. 20 regarding how the budget cuts will affect
Amtrak.

In the column, Amtrak president Graham Clay-
tor Jr, complalned about more money in federal
subaldles golng to the aftllne Industry than to the
rallway indusiry. He said there was no hope of
malntalning the railway system wlith budget cuts
on the way,

A lot of other programs and agencles arc going to
suffcr because of the pending Gramm-Rudman blll,
This b}l affects all of the agencies and depart-
ments of the ranch of our g

Howover; I feel the Federal Aviation Adminlstra.
tlon (FAA) dlffers from othcr agencies in the nature
of the agency's mlsslons, I.¢, safety and service to
the flying publle.

Working for the FAA, there are threats of fur-
loughs and reductlon in tam: because of Grammi-
Rudman,

‘The FAA presents its needs fairly and objectively
and docs not have a tot of “fat” in budget requests.
The operations budget request to Congress this year
was §2.7 bllllon. This amount was reduced by Con-
gress by $55 milllon. An additional 4.3 percent re-
duction may oceur as a result of Gramm-Rudman.

Already the FAA has made severe cuts In train.
ing, overtime, travel, etc. The employee award pro-
gram has been cut by half, There is a frecze on
hirlag for all FAA personnel except for alr traffic
controllers, aviatlon safety inspectors, and aviatlon
securlty inspectors, However, there will be more
freezes and cuts.

Many people don't know about one of the very
Important divislons within the FAA — the Alrway
Facillties Division. This division Ls made up of the
englncers, electronics technlcians, eie., that main-
taln the radar the air trafflc controllers use.

With all the {reezes and cuts, if a facllity (radar)
goes down and the only technlcian that can fix It is
on a furlough day — what's galng to happen?

Some posslbllitics are; traffic backs up at the alr
gorl, flights are canceled, or less possible flying

ours,
If the threat of furloughs weren't enough for the

democracy.
Whether or not we agree with the availability of
Penthouse and Playboy at 7-Eleven storcs, denying

- the right to sell them Is infringing on the basie free-

doms of other cltlzens.

Who then will determine what other rights and
freedoms are to be denled and/or lo whom? Do we
really want to flnd out?

ot me,
Let 7-Eleven sell the magazine — you have the
tight to choose not to buy them. To do otherwlse is

most dangerous.
Heather Helntz,
Farminztan Hille

some are going to have lo
give up thelr jobs to a private contractor,

Our electronic techniclans are doing the job for
$15 million a year; but the private contractor (uslng
all FAA handbooks, equipment and tools) will start
up the program at approximately $30 million,

Why are we cantracting jobs out — If we already

N Ol'lly southeast Michigan

, have qua'llllcd people doing the job. Also, If we are

trying to save moncy by freczing everyuxlng, why
are wo spending $30 million oul ol the budget to
start up inexperlenced techniclans

Trains are nice, but travelels want quick and
casy access to where they want to go, and that’s
what: planes offer. We shouldn’t cut out trains or
planes, We should write our US. representatives
and scnators about Gramm-Rudman and volee our
oplnion. If we don't, we may sce no trains and few-
er planes,
Cathy Grovganp,
Garden Cltyl .

TIFA: it's bad
for communlty

To the editors
Ina recent articte enttled: “Citles Wary Because
of TIFA Battle,” Mr. Willlam Davis was qualed as

tha
come to a screeching halt §f school districts lnug,hl
TIFA's in court.

Mr, Davls, who carries the title, assoclate girec-
tor, Mlchigan Municipal League, has hereby be-
:{nmﬁ a nominee for the Flim-Flam Award of the

car!

Mr. Davls has actually suggested to the citizens
of the Farmington communlty that only by taking
the money we have voted for educatlon of our chil-
dren, and spending it on roads, can we be saved
{rom economie destruction. He scems to believe
that our city offlctals are incapable of using thelr
creatlvlty and must steal funds from the achools.

Perhaps it is time that all Farmington-aren resl-
dents began to ook closer at this issue, When school
funds are threatened to make It casier for develop.
ers (o build and sell multi-milllon-dollar offlce
bulldings In an arca that is a prime location for
such is very

wrong.

The fact Is that the TIFA law is serlously flawed.
Even the Attorney General, in his recent opinion,
suggests that TIFA does not. apply to the Farming-
ton area, If this law Is implemented In our distriet,

clty providing a video
oy

ETAM, ¥

“Viewpeint: City -of
Farmington Hills" por-
trays currént govern-
ment action and perth
nent clty services.

Hosted by Farmington |

, Hllls councllwoman and
‘ past mayor Jan Dolan
and City Manager WQ-
llam Costick, “View-
point” is shown twlce o
month on Metrovlsio,
Community Access Chi
nel 12, The program
produced by the cl
Department  of Sp«:
Services,

Douglas Gayner, de-
partment director, recdgy
nlzed the usefulness of3p
video program such ,3§
“Viewpoint” fast July, ...

Dolan and Costick 4t
dress such subjectsas
government proposals,
future plans, new ordfl
nances and amendments
tostandard polley, 't

MEMBERS OF
}:lty's adminlstration a)
requent program gu
and speak on tlmclyﬁ
sues or events.

“Viewpolnt,” a mmlni

=BPFE

" ute program, is tapeddn

-one take In the cityly
councl! chambers. Vidag
inserts and  charactes
generated messages &
edited into the program
at the Metrovision facill:
ty after the Enttial upln
Often, after a progr:
Is , camera crewid
hlt city streets and tajw
additional subject matter
further 11 asul

it could seriously hurt our
future,

Nn responslble clected offclal wants conﬂlcl ln

We have an

group of who try to do

the best (Imy :nn Haweven perhaps it’s time for

them to hear from those clilzens who can sce

through the “film-flam” and want to contlnue the

&\: «lisucnllonal syslem offered by the Farmington

ools.

Ject ar {ssue. These act

Inserts enable restde
(0 sce the clty locatlo
Dohn and Costick d|

Iu the credits ro)l gt
the end of each progrn )
a phone number (474
6115 Ext, 283) i listed st
resldents may call In witlg

or

Michael 1. Rolick,
Hilla
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How to shop

Wherever you're going for
Spring Break, we know you

case there's nothing else to do.

642-1965 + Kerch

getting burned

moments in the sun, we,

We're going to help.you look temﬁc. _

for

And for your marvelous

\! intthillngc,Gmssel’oln e‘ 884-07 1

_f“!

i

Sprmg Break without |

want to look terrific. have something 3
We're ready to help. else for you to #
Come to Campus wear: Hawaiian
Mens Shop and Tropic suntan lotion .
we'll show you {or oil). An eight-ounce ’
what people bottle of this fine product 5
are wearing (retail value about $6) is our . ° o
at America's gift to you with a minimum I
beaches and're- purchase of $25. B
sorts and at Spring = So come and put together :w
Break playgrounds through- .your ownSpring Break u
out the civilized world. Survival Kit. Youdon't
We'll show you shirts, You havetospendalotto . o
might not have believed shirts do it, and you can a0
could be this colorful. But they get the free bottle of o
have to be - to compete with lotion. ’ oo
T the shorts. Shorts for . We think you'll s¢e that its :
‘a' A swimming, walking, a good idea. Especially if you 9
& R\ surfing, strolling, troll- don't have money or skin to pe
¥ 4 ing, and lolling. Even burn. ..
Y shorts you can wear e
to play tennis, in




