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Mother of murdered child campaigns against the death penalty ~

Continuod trom Pago 1

get the marshall and brought In the
FBI and deputy sheriff. :

The FBI set up a traller as headquar-
ters, . . Sheriff’s deputles conducted a
house-to-house scarch of every house
within a 50-mile radius. Boy Scouts
came In with machetes to comb
through the thick underbrush. Search
and rescue squads came In, . . People
whohad planes velunteered . . . Farm-
ers and ranchers went out to check the
back reaches of their property. Mill-
tary. personnel came out with tracking
dogs. Businesses released thelr emplay-
ces for days to joln in the scarch,

Yet, there was no sign of Susle. A
week later, a sherifi's deputy who was
mannlng the FBI traiter for the night,
told us he had received a call from hls
wifg. She had recelved a call from a
man who sald he had Susle and wanted
ta exchange her for a ransom. The man

- Iderftified her by her “*humpy finger-

the kldnapping, I had a dream. It was
more ke a horror movle that T was
captive at. I saw a hand reach into the
tent and strangle Susie to the point of
unconselousness. 1 saw her body belng
pulled out and her arms fall imply to
her sides. I saw her being carrled away
and placed on the scat of a vehiele. 1.
saw her become conscious again and
frightencd. 1 saw her betng taken intoa
building and disrobed. I saw everything
that happened to her, but I never saw
the man's face. I saw her become hys-
terical, sercaming and crylng for me.
In an effort to control her, the man
strangled her again — this time to
death. I saw my little girl's beautlful
face become ugly and contarted as her
ilte was taken from her. Then, T saw
her body be destroyed. She was decapl-
tated and dismembered. Then the
dream was over.

{When the kidnapper later made his
confesslon, 1 discovered that was ex-
actly what had happened to my lltite
girl. Tunderstand now that it was not 2

act accordingly.” I felt peaceful and
had the first good night's sleep since
Susle was kldnapped.

SHORTLY afterwards, we went
back to Michigan. We bought a tape re-
corder with a phone attachment to
record every conversation, Three
months later, he called and spoke to
my oldest son. He identlticd Susle by
her humpy fingernalls again. He said
he wanted to exchonge her for a
$50,000 ransom, but he hadn't Hgured
out the perfect way (o accomplish this
without getting caught.

The FBI traced the call to a small
town In Wyoming. But by the tIme they
got to the place of origin, the caller had
departed.

Alter Christmas, my kids went back
to schoo) and my husband returned Lo
work. [ realized 1 had to deal with
something that threatened to tear me
apart.

I had always been taught that God
was a loving father. What kind of a God

Susic was born with a -
Just on her index fingerz. It could hav
heen deseribed as humpy fingernalls.

We had given a complete descriptlon
of Susic to the FBI, . . but we had for-
gotten her flngernails. This man must
huve scen her.

A-week later, we appealed through
ihe ‘medla and ashed the kidnapper to
call us again. But we recelved no calls.

Finally, a day came that was ex-
tremely difflcult for me. Every time 1
turned around, I saw one of my chll-
dren crying, needing o glve vent Lo the
terrible feclings and fears mounting
withln them. It tore me apart to see my
kids'suffering. I couldn't bear to lock at
the angulsh in my husband's eyes.

That night, I was secthing, {llled with
hatred and n desire for revenge. 1 sald
10 my husband, “even il he were to
bring her back alive and well this
moment, 1 could kil him for what he
has~done to my famlly.” 1 no sooner
sald those words than I heard very

Is this? I The more | pond-
ered It, the more I realized the only
concluslon that would make sensc to
my rational mind was that there must
not be a God. Maybe God's just a psy-
chological crutch that some wise per-
son dreamed up a long time ago to keep
the human race in line.

Yet the more I thought about it, the
more I realized I didn’t want to belleve
that answer. I nceded the hope that
God gives for the world, for my Ilfc, for
my little glrl. Finally, 1 said, “OK, 1
surrender again.”

1t had been a year since Susie’s dis-
appearance. So the people of Montana
sent an Assoctated Press reporter. Al
ter the interview, the reporter sald “T
don't understand your falth. If that had
happencd to my daughter, nelther I nor
any of my family would ever sct foot in
a church agaln.”

1 expressed my wish that I could
someday speak to the kidnapper in per-
son. The artlcle was printed the day be-

dream, but a vision God gave tome so I
would know what happened (o Susle.)
The next night — exactly one minute
to the year of her disappearance — the
kidnapper catled mty home. He awak-
ened me from a sound sleep, but I had
the presence of mind to turn on the
tape recorder before answerlng the
phone. Again, he identitied her by her
humpy fingernails and said he stlll
wanted to exchange her for a ransom.
But he hadn't figored out a way todo it.
Mostly, he was very smug and taunt-

Ing.

As I was listening to him talk, T was
filled with genuine feellngs of concern,
compasslon, understanding and for-
giveness. He was taken aback. This
wasn't what he expeeted. He began to
drop his guard a Jtile. He talked about
things he had done and places he had
gone with Susic, He sald he loved her as
his little girl and she loved him as her.

father. Flnally, he broke down and
wept. He sald, “I wish this burden could
be lifted from me.”

TO MY amazement, I discovercd we
had been on Lhe phone for more than an
hour. The FBI copled the tape and sent
it around. When agents in Montana
heard It, they felt it pointed to a man
named Davld wha had been an orlglnal
suspect. He was a loner who had com-
mlited a couple of acts of vlolence
when he was In high school. He had
passed a lle detector test and there was
insufflcient evidence to hold him.

A few weeks later, T reccived a call
from the Montana telephone company.
A woman §n their oftice had reccived a
bill for an hourlong conversatlon made
to me on the anniversary of Susie’s kid-
napping. I asked the woman o call the

‘This woman and her family lived in
tawn, but owned property in the hills.
There was a cabin on the property. The
FBI went there and found bare, unlnsu-
lated telephone wires Jeading from the
cabln. Anyone wlth a background in
communicatlons could put a handsct to
those wires and make a call.

Directly underncath the wires, there
were tire tracks. The agents deler-
mined the tracks were made by brand
new tires, They went to the closest Uire
dealer and discovered David had re-
cently purchased thls type of tire for
fils truck. David had been in the Ma.
rines and had a background in commu-
nicatlons. He would have known how to
make this kind of call and he would
have the equipment. Also, David had
worked as a handyman on this proper-

ty.

The FBI also discovered that David
had been In a little town in Wyoming on
the samc day my son had reccived the
call, Elght months aficr Susle's disap-
pearance, an 18-year-old girl disap-
peared from the town ncar the camp-
ground, Her remains were later found

on an abandoned ranch. Davld had been
a {snubbed) sultor and was a suspect in
that case too.

With all of this clreumstantial evi-
dence, the FBI went to Davld and sald
he was being consldered a prime sus-
pect In Susie’s disappearance. He in-
slsted he was tnnocent. And, on the ad-
vice of his attorney, he took more lle
detector and truth scrum tests. He
passed them all,

They had only one piece of concrete
evidence. The FBI had determined —
in {ts labs — that David's volce print as
recorded In a conversation between
htmself and an FBI agent identically
malched the kldnapper's volee print as
recorded in his conversation with me,

THE FBI asked me if 1 would go to
Montana and speak to David in person,
They thought he may admit what hap-
pened to Susie. They feared . . . David
may aticmpt sulctde.

1 felt 1 had been given this opportunt-
ty by God to telt David I forgave him
and that God wanted him to acknow!
edge Susle’s death so [t would become a
gft of life for him, so he could be the
man God wanted him to be. But, In the
three encounters 1 had with Davld, he
was very guarded.

David catled me again — a week af.
ter 1 returned from Montana. This
tlme, he was calllng collect from Salt
Lake City, Utah. He trled to convince
me that this was the real kidnapper —
not David. But I recognized his voice
and began to call him David. It
confused him and threw him §nto a pan-
ic. Finally, he totally incriminated
himself and sakd, “you'il never see your
little girl again.” Then, he slammed
down the recelver.

Later that afternoon, Davld showed
up In his hometown and was immedl-
alely pounced upon by FBI agents. The
last call was concrete evidence. They
would arrest him first thing in the
morning — after preparing a warrant,

‘The FBI told me that from the tme
a conrection had been made bétween

Susle, the 18-year-old girl and David, -

they had gone back to the abandoned.

ranch where the teenage girl's remains |

were found. They had taken the place, |
apart and sent ltems to the Smithsonle
an o be examined by anthropologlats.

and blologlsts . . . {According to the. .
Smithsonian’s experts) part of a back- ; .

bone of a young female child was con-
tained in the last bundle. It was con-
crete proof of what I had already come
to know In my heart . . . Susie's life, ;
had been taken from her several hours |
after she had been taken from me.

David was arrested, but Insisted be....
was [nnocent, Agenis found frrefutable .

proofl when they scarched hls home. .

They told him that If he confessed, they -

wouldn't glve him the death penalty.

 He would recelve llfe imprisonment.

with a chanee for psychiatric help. .
David accepted the offer, conlessing
to taking the life of Susle, the 1B-year- .

old girl and two young boys. There was
ample cvldence David had taken tlves -
of many other children, but those

deaths oceurred in countles where pro- . .

secutors were holding out for the death .

penalty. So, Davld refused to confess to : :

the other murders.

The death penalty didn’t deter David
from commitiing the murders, It only
served to prevent the legal resolutlon |
of a lot of unsolyed crimes. That's why.-
I'm against It. T also see that it con-
flicts with my Cheistian principles. .

At 8 a.m,, Davld was glven his break- . .

fast tray, He was alone just long

enough to devise a method whereby he

could hang himself {n his jall cel).

1 had to accept Davld's death as well _

as Susle's and trust that God would
somehow make sense out of all this

horror. God had been falthtul to worka ™.

miracle of forglyeness in my heart — a

heart that was once filled with hatred

and a deslre for revenge.

(

clearly within me “that’s not the way 1  forc the anniversary of Susic’s abduc-

wani you ta feel.”

tion.
Tknow God was calllog me tosurren-  One night before the anniversary of
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