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Scaring listeners

Detroit-area writers, actors work on radio mystery

‘Actors record the weekly broadcast, {Above) Margarot Latlan
ond Richard Blumenfeld go over a script. (Below)} Michaol J.
Piepor (left) and Carlos Saxon discuss one of the scenes.

upcoming
things to do

By Sharon Dargay
slatf writor

For Birmingham playwright Therese
McGee — onc of several amateur and

ILLIE JAMES JONES
wants to frighten you to
dcatll‘

r at the very least,
make e a Httle unsettling twice
weekly.

“It started five ycars ago with an
idea after listenlng to WIR's mystery
theater, I was fascinated by it. I got the
1dea to do a radio show,” said the pro-
ducer of “Proceed with Cautlon Radlo
Theatre,”

“1 didn’t want to do straight dramas,
1 wanted ecrie stories out of ordinary
situations. The idea is, I want to scare
the hell out of listeners.”

The half-hour scrles, leanlng more
toward melodrama than the macabre,
airs at 16:30 a.m. Mondays on WPON-
AM oand at 8 p.m. Thursdays on WDTR-

Jones, a Hamtramek Hlgh School
English teacher, wrote the flrst 13 epi-
sodes orlginally broadcast on WCHB-
AM and bankrolled production costs
without sponsorshlp funding. Since
“Proceed with Cautlon” debuted a year
age, Detroit Arts Council grants and an
eager — and voluntcer — team of
waould-be actors, semlprofessional per-
formers and writers have eased the
program’s shoestring budget.

‘The cast, which changes with each
new cpisode, rehearses in Jones' De-
troit home several (imes hefore taplng
In the cramped recording booth at
‘WPON studios in Bloomticld Towaship,

DBUT STOP-AND-GO recording ses-
sions, informal rehearsals and
cram| uariers dont bother some
actars, like Bloom{leld Hills mother-of-
two Nancy Matejak.

“That's show blz. I'm an aspiring ac-
tress, You try to do anything you can,”
she sald.

Mate]ak views the radio experience
as another star on her broadcast acting
resume. The former commercial artist
has performed on stage and taught the-
ater workshops but is aiming for com-
merelal film and televisivn work.

“My goal is to make this lucrative
withtn another year or my husband Is
going Lo make me work," she said with
a laugh. “I've been doing this {acting)
for four years."”

p writers who contrib-
ute seripts to the program — “Procced
with Caution” provides an audlence for
storics that might otherwisc gathey
dust’at home,

“It’s & fun thing ta do. It's nlee to get
it produced,” sald McGee, who's work-
tng on a dramatlc play and several
comedles In her spare time. “I'm past
60, They're (actors) all quite young. I'm
very much thelr senlor, But 1'm hoping
1 can do more with them.”

JONES SPENDS two to four hours
taping the actors’ parts at WPON be-
fore mixtng In sound effects and edit-
ing — another slx to clght hours in post
production — on portable equipment at
home.

“We don't know much about him,”
Matejek noted. “*As an actor you just go
Into things not knowing what you're
reading for. He had a majar audition
for a TV pilot of the same scries. It's
possible it really could succeed. I think
there's a real method to his madness.”

With limited broadcast experience
and an untested dramatic market in
Detroit radio, Jones sysiematlcally
rescarched his idea before recording
the first two pllots,

Jones, who holds a bachelor of fine
arts degree [n theater [rom the Univer-
sity of Detroit and a master's degree in
educatlon from Wayne State Universl-
ty, is an experlenced actor and direcs
tor, White In college, he also wrote sev-
cral scripts, one whlch won a writer's
festlval in 1976 and was staged at the
Musle Hall In 1977,

He convinced a college business
class to conduct market surveys In De-
troft and wrote the first 13 eplsodes In
his spare time after work.

“T did one thing toward It every
day,” he sald.

"It would have been two years
sooner but I got sldetracked. I got in-
volved in a soap opera produced by
Channel 82. I started worklng on it, but
it didn't go anywhere.”

THE EXPERIENCE sct hls own
project back hut didn't dampen his en-
thusiasm for broadcast drama, Instead,
it brought him together with local ac-
tors, broadcasters and other profes-
stonals who have an interest in drama.

_Willie Jamas Jones, producer ol *Proceed with Cautlon Radio
Theatre,” gets roady for a taping session at radio station WPON

in Bloomtleld Townshlp,

Meanwhlle, Jones continued writing
and In jate 1984 taped pllots for the
program and began shopping for a

sponsor. When sponsorship didn't pan -

out (“they want to invest In someone
with n reputation”), he pald for alr
time and productlon costs out of his
own pocket.

Jones handled sound effects the
same way, using a combinatlon of pre-
recorded sounds and handmade effects.

With New Detrolt and Arts Councll
grants, Jones bought time on WPON,
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an_cthnictalk programmed station,
and convinced WDTR, the Detrolt Pub-4
lic Schools radio statlon, to air the pro- s

gram.

““WDTR was almost unexpected.
They really llke it I've heard good
comments about it,"" Jones noted.

Slnce then, he was approached by a
to a

pllot. Jones and crew wili videatape
one of the radlo dramas this month.

*“1'd like to do bath. I have confidence
in it. When you have a dream, you think
about it every single day."”

® POLICE DRAMA

John Amos, who starred as Sam in
tho Blrmingham Theatre production of
Atfol Fugard’s “Master Harold ...
and the Boys,” returns to star In the
police drama “Split Second” by Dee
trolter Dennis Mcintyre. The play will
open a four-weck engagement Friday,
April 4, at the Blrmingham ‘Theatre.
For ticket information, call the box off-
jec at 644-3533.

® MUSICAL OASIS

*The Sunday Afternoon Thing,”
featuring the music of Joel Mabus, wlll
be presented from 5-7 p.m. Sunday,
April 6, at the Birmingham Unitarlan
Church in Bloomileld Hills. The con-
cert series offered by the Musical Qasis
of Birmingham will present the music
of Jim Perkins, from 5-7 p.m. Sunday,
April 13, at the church. Tickets for
each concert are $4. For more infor-

" matlon, call the Muslcal Qasls at 540-
4155,

® ‘GOOD DOCTOR'

Neil Simon's “The Good Doclor”
opens a four-weck run at Meadow
Brook Theatre at 8 pm. Thursday,
Mareh 27, on the Oakland University
campus n Rochester Hills. The cast in-
cludes Detrolt actress Jullet Randall
and Meadow Brook favorites Dona
Werner, Donald Ewer and Jocy Golden.

For ticket Informatlon, call the box off-
ice at 377-3300.

® JAZZ SOUNDS

The Jazz Gultar Ensemble at Oak-
land Unlversity wlll present its second
concert of the scason at 8 p.m. Tucs-
day, April 1, In Varner Recltal Hall on
campus. The free program will have
arrangements of musle by jazz greats
and atso originals by Steven Carryer,

bers of the jazz ensemble Is Rick Matle
of West Bloomfield,

® JOINT CONCERT
‘Two show ensembles in the Oakland
Universily commerelal musle program

will appear In a joint concert at 8 p.m.
Thursday, April 13, at-Vamer Recital
Hall. Unlversity Drive and Starshine
perform Broadway, pop, jazz, rock and

Conlinued on Noxi Pago

the ensemble dirgctor. Ameng mem-
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