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Troy Players show
has Iots of energy

Performances of “A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way 1o the Fo-
rum,” presented by the Troy Play-
ers, continue mirough Saturday,
April 5, at the Troy Community
Center. For ticket information, call
878-1285 anytime.

The Troy Players production of *A
Funny Thing Happened on the Way (o
the Forum™ is spunky, energetie, and
for the most part, what It's meant to be
— funny.

‘The goed-natured cast seems lo love
this musical comedy, and its high spir-
its cross the footlights. The Stephcn
Sondheim songs are as fresh as (oday,
and Shevelove and Gelbart's seript is
filled with punchy onc-liners that still
work,

Cralg Juleff is quite wonderful as the
quick-wlited Pscudolus. Julefl, for-
tunately, is rarely olfsiage, and his en-
ergy carries the producilon. Julelf’s
timing is super, he's always where he's
supposed to be, his phrasing makes his
singing a delight and he has that spe-
clal, “crazy™ quality good comedtans

have.
Philip D. Martin is dandy as Senex,

Jack Jones, George Shearing perform

An cvening with singer Jack Jones,
{eaturing pianist George Shearing, wlll
be held at 8 p.m. Thursday, April 10, at
the Musle Hall In Detroit.

" The beneflt concert honors the late
Mrs, M. Morton (Nita Zeff) Barak, Mrs.
Barak, known as Billle by {rlends and
assoctates, was a leading member of

the Musle ifall Center Board of Trus-
tees,

GRAND
EASTER BRUNCH
: BUFFET

Join us for Detroit’s most highly
acclaimed Sunday Brunch
Buffet, feacuring breakfast,

; lunch and dinner items, plus a

H fantastic sweet table.

Adults 11095 Childeen 7 and under '5.95
Served 9:30 a.m.- .00 pm.

EASTER SUNDAY DINNER
Special Easter menu served from
noon in the Dining Room

the Daddy of Hero, who has a yen for
his son’s girl . . . Martln glves us a
grey-halred Senex who's as sprightly as
a jaybird, and Martin knows how (o
make the most of the good lines he has.

JOE BURDICK as Hysterium, the
proper, hard-working slave of the
Senex household, who doubles as Philla,
the virgin, 1s at home with Juleff and
Mactin. It's hard to believe thls is Bur.
dick’s first stage appearance. He's at
his best dolng the most difticult blt —
playing the “dead virgin® and singlog
“Lovely” beforc the mock (funeral
seene.

The cunuchs arc especlally funny;
the soldlers are quite clumsy (they're
meant to be), and the courtesans are all
wlinsome, athletle, nublle and obviously
enjoy playing “matdens of all kinds for
sate.”

The cast Is a blt uncven, but it's a
huge cast, and everyone hams it up glo-
rlously. "Comedy Tonlght,” the opening
number, and the Flnale, a number that
Involves the entlre cast, are lively and
11t with funny bits.

All proceeds will be addded to the
Nita Zetf Barak Memorlal Trust Fund,
an endowment fund designed to sup-
port programming endcavers of the
non-prolit performing aris center, The
fund was established with a donatlon
from Mrs, Barak’s husband, M. Morton
Barak; daughter, Sandra R. Barak; and
brother, A. Robert Zeff,

Tickets at $75 per person include the

LTI N aavENES

apfrers

Look for the Easter Bunny
with treats for the children!

WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD
- BLOOMFIELD HILLS » 642-0100 34

siosswganue

YTPIE

Make this Easter a wonderful
family dining expericnce. Spend &
En of your Easter at our Incredible

ster buffer.

No matte what time yau arrive
you'll find a sumpruous assorrment
of tender [uicy carved meats and
other entrees, critp :!"l nhd:‘.d
tempting appetizers, delicious side
dishes, mdy a desserr display that'll

ve yout mouth watering, Best of
all, each family member can cat as
much as they'd like, all for one low

rice. .
P Bring the kils...the Easter Bunny
will be Rm to greet ‘em and treat'em!

L segmssscivvasauwanypRas tcanoe -

Easter Buffet
9a.m. =2 p.m.
* $12.95 adults

7,95 children
Dhcuuau ?gr‘xlnmr citizens.

TROY HILTON INN
1455 Stephenson Highway

Troy, Ml
. Call for rescrvations. 583-9000

Performances of the First The-
atre Guild of Birmingham produc-
tion of “Charlotte’s Web” by E.B.
White continue through Saturday,
March 22, at the First Presbyteri-
an Church. For ticket information,
call 634-7572 or 644-9042.

By Bill Bowles
spacial writer

If the late Amerlean author E.B.
White couild have seen the Flrst The-
ater Gulld's productlon of *Char-
lotte's Web,"” the muslcal play based
on bis famous story, he would have
been pleased. With a cast of nearly 50
and a slzable crew, dlrector Del
Moove has managed to bring out the
sensitivity and charm of this delight-
ful children’s tate.

Several sparkilng performances
appear. Tincka Becker Is flne as
Charlotte, the matronly splder who
weaves adjectives such as “humble”
into her web. This is ultimately the
salvation of the “runt" plg, Wilher
(adequately played by Kevin Skiles),
from ending up on the breakfast plate
of the farmer Zuckerman (John Rob-
eris).

‘The barnyard Is a speclal place
where the animals and chlldren use
their wits to escape the Insensitive
forces of the adult world. In addition
to the wisdom of Charlotte Is the
grudglngly glven logic of Templeton
the mouse {(Tom Roberis), The in-

‘Charlotte’s Web’
captures fantasy

review

souciant Templeton Is o frritably dis-
agreeable that he can be persuaded to
help Wllber win the prize at the coun-
ty fatr only by being promised a glut-
tonous affair with garbage such as
melon rlnds, Raberts seems to delight
in this role.

Andrew Harrison, playlng an “intel-
lectual™ ram, is another example of
flne casting. Harrlson has such a
strong cerebral quality that he might
be mistaken as an aspirlng computer
analyst at a costume parly.

A VERY FINE periormance is giv-
en by Katle O'Shaughnessey as the
narreator. Her sirong, clear voice
scrves o blend scenes together and
adds a spirlted “fairy tale” quality to
the play. O'Shaughnessey's role ks for-
tunately not limlted to narvation. In
singing segments from the song,
“Charlotic’s Web,” she carries her
volce with pofgnance and vigor rem.
iniscent of a young Andrea MeArdle.

The costumes by Beth Murry and
her crew are nothing short of wonder-
ful, The spindly black costume of
Charlotte and the sparse but clever

costume are imaglnatlve and

pig
visually pleasing.

2\

performance and receptlon on stage
afterward, to be attended by Jack
Jones. Non-patron tickets may be pur-
chased for $25 and $20,

For further Informatlon on the bene-

together

It tlckets, call the Mustc Hall develop-
ment office at 863-7622 {rom 10 a.m. lo
5 p.m. Moendays-Fridays. Other tickets
are available at the box ofilce, 963-
7680, and at all Hudson's and Ticket
World outlets.
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Pearls

Serving the Finestin
Chinese & American Cuisine
Luncheons » Dinners » Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open? Days a Week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 PM« Sunday 12-10 PM

469 S. Woodward » Birmingham
644-2913

o

Garden

3

Thursday, March 20, 1088 O&LE
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Méry Jane :

This ‘Gondoliers’

isn’t good productio

Performances of the St. Hede
Players production of Gilbert & Sul-
tivan’s “The Gondoliers” continue
through Saturday, March 22, at
MeAuley Auditorium at Mercy Col-
lege in Detroit. For ticket informa-
tion, call 557-6527 or 557-7781,

The music of Gilbert & Sullivan al-
ways s¢lls — cven when their opereitas
are nol well produced,

That was the case last weekend at
Mercy College's McAuley Audltorium,
with the St. Bede Players p.

t-of-t dli

The
which nearly fllled the audlitorium, had
little to laugh at.

CONDUCTOR JOSEPH Gamache
leads the 26-member orchestra at a
reasonable pace and s demonstrative
In his cucs and cut-offs, The production
would bo tremendously improved If his

. muslcians played an piteh, -

The 28-member chorus sounds strong
at the end of the flrst act after having
difflculty for most of the act with en-.
trances and cut-offs. :

corge as the Duke of

a
slow moving, awkwardly directed and
unlnsplred rendltlon of the English
duo’s 1882 satirlcal comedy “The Gon-
dolfers.” )

Beaut§fully dressed in red, white and
blue motlf costumes, a cast of some
very fine volces slngs the absurd ferce
In non-comlcal terms to the sound of an

Plaza-Toro, complains of the lack of

geantry on arriving In Venlce and
ack In Spain — no bands, no lighted
towers, no enthusiasm.

‘That ls what Gilbert & Sullivan is all
about. This preduction misses (he ex-
citement and pageantry of the occa~
sion.

(ON Tk TOWN

———
COUPON

Machus

(in Shetfletd

FEATURING
FRESH SEAFOOD FROM BOSTON
Qur fish comes fresh from M.F. Folay Company
“Boston's Finest Flah House"
This week’s dinner feature:
FRESH NEW ENGLANND BAIEY COD A LA SCOTTY
Cupot Soup
Frash New England Baby Cod
Machus Salad Service or Cole Slaw

Warm Machus Bread
Potato or Vegotable

ONLY *6.95 WITH COUPON
(Regular *10.60 Value) .

Please present coupdn when ordétlng
For Reservations, Call:

FOXYS OF TROY

3270 West Blg Beaver Road -
Troy - 648-1840
b ccmcmumc e n s VALID THRU: 3/20/86 mmm=susmannnn=wud
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Offico Ploza)

SOMERSET'S
SUNDAY CONCERT
SERIES

CH 23

SUSAN IVERS BARNA
& AUTH MYERS
Flute & Harp Duo

200 PMto 400PM
Open tothe public,
atnocharge
SOMERSET MALL
89 300.0¢ 2200 Q' Con 00 O
Sunday 12-5/Mon,, Th., Frl.
10-0 « Other days 10-6
1he Kimbo)l Concert Grane
PIOnO couttery ot

Semiley Broiners

©
Kids! It’s Eggstra Special! It's our

EGGCITING EASTER
COLORING
CONTEST!
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And don't forget our Easter Eggsmvagﬁn}al There'libe a klddle )
theatre, cartoons and stores, plctures with the Easter Bunny,

R0
Al
Our Eggstra Special Easter Coloring Contestls fiinl Just color, clip and mall (or |
address below. You can win a Paol Party for 10 people or a savin, e Toas

3 s bond! Two age groups: i
and 8 and under, two winnefs each! Judging will take place Fr!dgy, March 28 agngo'n'. got?\;g

5500 Crooks Rd. + Trop, Mt 4

&
X
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;'lﬁg)

Northfield Hilton .

great prizes and a bunny-tiful buffet! Call 8792100 for detag:

¥

, (313) 8792100 -




