Hawk vaulter earns tie

By i;-rrv O'Connor
stal writer

Beth Rafail didn't try anything so
complicated that it would take a com-
puter to figurc out Saturday at the
Class A slate meet

Rafail, who kad the meet's ‘highest
indlvidual score for both days on the
beam with a 9.25 Saturday, tied with
Holland's Jeni Hescott for runner-up.

Andrea Veurink, also of Holland,
took first place on the beam with a

Yat the senlor Plymouth Salem gym-
nast dazzled the judges with the basics
to tie for second on the balance beam
with a total score of 17.80 in the two-
day-cvent al Grand Raplds' Creston
High,

North Farmington made it to the fl-

score of 17.85.

FOR RAFAIL, it was Saturday's
strong shawlng that almost netted her
a first on the beam, Friday she tied for
fourth place out of 70 participants with
an

nal ‘elght In the team but
finlshed seventh with a score of 131.45.

. Holland took first as a team with
1::.15 ta take the Class A champion-
ship.

8.55.
Ralall performed a regular routlne
wlth perfection for the score

*The other girls were trying high-
risk techniques, but they weren't
elean,” said Salem coach Kathl Klinsel-
1a. “Beth’s routine didn‘t have a lot of

The situation looked gloomy for
Dakland Community College’s basket-
bal) team. The Ralders had ltost §9-58
in the NJCAA Divislon 11 semifinats
Feiday night to eventual champlon
Parkland CC, wasting a valiant come-
back from a 16-point deficit.

Now they had to play the consola.
tion final agalnst Meramec (St. Louls)
CC. And they had to do it without
starters Pat Gardner and Gary Holt,
both sent home by interim coach Fred
Thomann for disclpllinary reasons.
Thomann was subbing for Tom
McPhillips, absent because of medie
cal problems,

With such odds stacked against it,
OCC could casily have given up withe
out a fight. Instead, the seven-man
Ralder squad tore inioe MCC with a
vengence, routing their opponents 82+
5B 10 clalm third place In the Divislon
1l tournament at Delta CC in Flint.

“We really couldn't have done
much beiter,” sald Thomann of OCC's
tournament performance, which en-
abled 1t to {lnlsh with a 26-4 scason
record. “(MCC) never led In the game,
and they never made a serious run at
s

WITH ONLY two substitutcs on the

Raiders humble
consolation foe

occ
sporis

_to use the man-to-man defense only

bench, Thomann was llmited tn his
defensive options, He had the Raiders
pressure from three-quarter court,
then fall back Into a zone. He planned

when necessary.

That moment never arrlved, OCC
led 34-21 at the half and ncver let up.
“We never had to go to our man de-
fense,” sald Thomann.

Willic Jones popped in 30 polais for
the Raiders and eamed this praise
from Thomann: “I think he was the
best player there. 1f we could have
won the tournament, he would have
been the most vatuable player.”

Thomann also singled out Rod
Thompson and Darrell Darling for ace
colades, calilng their performances
“outstandlng.” Thompson netted 20
polnts against MCC. Joe Liggans
came off the bench 1o score 12,

Jeff Hummel paced MCC with 21
points.

iace 193

Smiley Brothers

Blrmingham - 647-1177 « Detroit - 475-7100

©brerber s Eotentric
BECHSTEIN PIANOS
Tho World's most honored plance C|as€lf"ed
“The Bechstein is the only onc on which I can ads
express all I feel” JOSEF HOFMANN $44-1070 Cakiand County

19t-0900 Weyns County
4023378 Rochediercavon fwp.
100 0wt TH44 0w MA RTIRCAND.

THERE'SALOT
GONG O I

)

24'x15' SWIMAREA
L
INCLUDE

00

DELIVERED COMPLETE

(other models avalioble too)

LEAKER -
CALL NOW
CALL COLLECT
FREE BHOP AT HOME SERVICE

2-9880

24 HR, SERVICE - 7 DAYS
DIVISION O
GRAYMORE BLORS. INC,

Qi AND

DOLPHIN POOLS
RALTOS W DM B 1

Seuthiteld, M1 22078

CAP

DAY

to thelfirst 3,000 fans courtesy of
UIIIGP,S; THE OFFICIAL VITAMIN OF THE NHL

Saturday, March 22 - 2 pm

Red Wings vs. i
. Chicago Blackhawks

Tickets at JOE LOUIS ARENA BOX OFFICE
and all TicketWorld Qutiets .

CHARGE BY PHONE (313) 567-7500

A
a

JOUTS e,

fhursday, March 20, 1988 OLE

for 3rd at state

alse h;ld a chance to

_gymnastics

high-risk stuff, but it was clean ...
Fortunately that's what the judges
wanted.”

Her performance Saturday followed
a rough time Friday. Ralall's highest
score on the beam this season was .05,
Friday's 8.55 was well below her stan-

dard.

“It was a little shaky on Friday,” sald
Kinsella. *But on Saturday, it was poet-
ry in motion.. . . Itold her, ‘You got all
of the crap out of the way Friday, Sat-
urday, you're going to get up there and

jam.” "

RAFAIL WASNT the only one to
have & {Ine individua) outing. Farming-
ton Harrison's Tana Burningham, a
sophomore, tled for third on the vault
with a combined score of 18.80.

Burnlngham, with a 9.4 on both days,
shared third place with Renee Wienski
of Muskegon Catholle Central, also
wlth an 18.80. Chris Ebert of St. John's
captured first place in the vault with
on 10.95,

Friday, though, Ebert notched a 9.3,
vl.’vhlch gave Burnlngham hope on Satur-
ay.

Pioneers 3rd at

Going Intothe NCAA Division II
champlonship swlm mcet, Oakland
University's men’s swim coach Pete
tovland flgured his Pionecrs would
(Inlsh among the top five teams [n the
nation. Third wags certainly within
reach and, if everything broke just
right, perhaps even second.

‘The Ploncers did swim fairly well
last weekend in Orlando, Fla. And it'sa
good thing they did. They needed it in
what proved Lo be a very fast meet to
secure third place.

Californla State-Bakersflcld won the
team tltte with 549 polnts, endlng Call-
fornia State-Northridge's four-year
relgn as champlon, Northridge was sec-
ond with 438 points, followed by OU
with 335 and Universlty of Tampa with
321. Clarlon State was fifth (228.5).

A TRIO of sccond-place flnishes
highlighted OU's performances during
the {(na) two days of a competition In
which several records were busied.
Sophomore Bruce Verburg placed sec-

place In the all-around at the mect, She
cotlecled an 8.5 on bars and an 8.3 on
the beam. She slipped, though, on the
floor exercise and finlshed with an 8.85,

If not for the mishap, Farminglon
Harrlson coach Linda Perkins thought
Burningham could’ve received a 9.1 on
the floor. Her vault score dldn't eclipse
her season best, which was a 9.45.

“DOING IT In the stalc s a different
thing,” sald Perkins, *The judges are
much tougher. We're real excited for
her. {Tana's) a super kid."

Like the rest, Burningham was sub-
Ject to a little pre-event jliters.

“A litle bit, but they ail get nere
vous,” sald Perkins. “It’s hard for them
to swatlow and all. She has great con-
centratlon, though”

NCAA meet

OU sports

ond in the 200-yard freestyle (1:40.24)
on Friday, with Ireshman (cammate
Dan Andrus taking 11¢th (1:41.46}.

OU's 400 medley retay tcam of june
lor Steve Larson, sophomore Mark
VanderMey, freshman Eric Dresbach
and sentor Mike Koleber also finished
second (3:24.34).

Other Ploncer scorers from Friday's
competition were sophomore Jefl Coo-
per, nlath in the 400 Individual medley
(4:07.61); freshman Mike Natlon, 11th
in the 100 butterily (51.16); and Dres.
bach, 151h In the 100 fly {51.65).

VanderMey, who won the 100
breaststroke on Thursday to qualify for
the NCAA Division [ meet April 3-5 in
Indianapolis, placed sccond in.the 200
breast In 2:01.98 to highlight Saturday's

Ploncer per Senlor Matt
Croghan rebounded after a disappoint-
Ing swim in the 500 free to finlsh third
In the 1,650 free (15:59.80), Cooper was
11th in the 1,850 (16:10.27),

Three Ploneers scored polnts in the
200 backstroke. Larson was. fourth
(1:54.75), with Verburg 11ith (1:55.59)
and sophomore Doug Cletand, {rom Ro-
chester, 15th (1:57.96). In the 100 free,
Koleber ptaced 13th (46.37) and Andrus
was 15th (46.88).

Larson, Koleber, VanderMey and
Verburg combined to finish third in the
400 frec relay (3:04.20).

OU'S WOMEN SWIMMERS also per-
tormed well in placing eighth in the
team standings. Clarion Stale was first
with 433 points, with Tampa second at
343, OU had 193.

Sophomore Nancy Schermer topped
the Lady Ploneer swimmera and Lee

Norih Farmington, which had a cou-
ple of {alls on the beam and bars, wasa
bit rattled, also. Kara Karhu, who tied,
for 11th In the vault with & 9,25, had the ..
Ralders’ highest Individual finlsh,

“We didn't have our best meet,” sald .-
North Farmington coach Mary Glist, .
“No way could we take any firsts or.
seconds, Holland waa amazing. Thel)
lgrnh girl was gettlng nlnes in every.
thing.

“I THINK PART of it was nerves,’
Glist added later. "Most of this groy
hasn't been to state before, and I thin!
It's scary for them for the [irst time.

Elleen Murtaugh bad scores of 9.2
vault (15th ln state), 8.7 on bars (15th): -;
and 8.9 on floor (14th). Lucine Toroyan. -.
had a 7.95 on beam {26th) and an 8.5 on
floor {17th).

placed third {n the 1,650 {ree (17:22.25),
slxth in the 200 free {1:54.43) and niath *
in the 100 free (52.75).

Her 100 free clocking broke her owi
OU record of 58.10, set carlier this sea:

son.
O'Nelll captured flfth plece in th
three-meter dlving (420,40 points) and.
was sixth on (he one-meter board ..
(393.40 palnts).
Senlor Kim Pogue also scored in

native was clghth In the 1,650 freq ..
{17:39,90) and placed 13th In the 200
free (1:56.43), Linda Scott, a secnlor
fram Rochester, also scored for the ..
Lady Ploncers In the 200 free, ending.”
15th (1:58.70), . N
‘The 200 free relay team of sopho-
more Alllsen Klump, Pogue, Scott and
Schermer were cighth (1:39.80), and the.
400 medley relay foursome of sopht
more Krisil Spicer {from Lathrup Vi
Dana Goerke, fresh:

Ann O'Neill, another , did
the same for the divers over the last

lage),
man Glnnle Johnson (from Canton) ai

two days of P

swam (o a 10th place finish.
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