| awmakers cool to drunk-driver check lanes

By Tim Richard
stafl writer

Suburban state -representatives are
visibly coel to Gov. James J. Blanch-
ard’s plan to set up drunk driver check
lanes in April or May.

They agreed with state Rep. David
Honlgman, R-West Bloomfield, who
sald: “On balance, I'm agalnst — but
I'm keeping an open mind. It scems
there should be a less drastle and Intru-
islvc" means of reducing drunk drlvl-

ng.

The House Judiciary Commilttee,
chaired by elvll libertarian Perry Bul-
lard, D-Ann Arbor, Tuesday ilstened to

Sparks, R-Troy; and Gerald Law, Re
Plymouth,

Builard sald further hearlngs would
be held the week of Aprll 10, followlng
the Leglalature's Easter break.

Sltz also s sceking, through Lhe ap-
propriations process, to cut off funding
for check lanes effective Oct. 1.

The Judiclary panel listened intently

It seems there should be a less
drastic and intrusive means of
reducing drunk driviing.’

— state Rep.

Davld Honigman

R-West Bloomfield

when Howard Slmon, diree-
tor of the Amerlcan Civll Liberties Un-
{on In Michigan, promlsed a court chal.
fenge to the constitutlonality of cheek
lanes. Bullard asked Blanchard's legal
advlscr to conslder holding up the cx-

rimental program until the constitu-
tfonallty question is clearcd up, but got

2% hours of
State Pollce over drunk-driving statis.
tics and questioning how cffective
check Janes would be.

REP. RICK S1TZ, D-Taylor, has been
Joined by 46 other representatives tn
sponsoring HB §400, which would allow
pollce check lanes but not for drunk
drivers,

Arca co-sponsors Include Mat
Dunaskiss, R-Lake Orion; Gordon
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COL. GERALD HOUGH, State Po-
llce director, said 800 of the nearly
1,600 trafiic deaths in Michigan cach
year are “alcohol related,” adding, “We
kave a problem.”

He was backed up by witnesses from
Maryland and Delaware who said
check lanes, while not the “total an-
swer,” did reduce traffle deaths in
countles where they were used.

Bullard replled, “Mlichigan’s ‘had-
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been-drinking' fata) statlstles are down
29 pereent since 1980, Whatever we've
been doing, we've had more success
than Delaware with its check palnts.”

Rep. Davld Gubow, D-Oak Park,
challenged the cifectivencss of check
Ianes, where a trooper would visually
observe the driver, compared to watch-
Ing a drlver pesform on the road.

“Drinking Is not the issue. Impalr-
ment Is the issuc.” Gubow sald.

HONIGMAN ASKED, “How many

Now going on at
/ .

Big

—_NATIONAL F
EVERYTHIN
5% TO 6

offlcers would it take lo create a one In
100 chance of belng stopped In a year?”

"1 don't know," answered Hough,
who sald the program would be used in
only one county at a time with substan-
tlal advanee publicity,

“[ flnd it inirusive to stop every-
l:ody.:o objected Rep. Blll Runco, R-

Dearborn,

“What if they (car occupants ap-
proachlng a check polnt) change driv-
ers?” asked Rep. Josph Palamara, D-
Wyandotte,
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Replled Hough: “If they (officers) ob-
serve it happening and determine who
the flrst driver is, then that's the per-
son they'll check.”

LAWMAKERS BORED in on State
Police numbers snylng 50 percent of
tralfic deaths were “alcohol related.”

“How dld you decide that the half
who dle in alcohol-related accldents
are more Important than the non-alco-
hol-related deaths?” challenged Rep.
Ernest Nash, R-Dimendale.

Wken Rep. H, Lynn Jondahl, D-East
Lanalng, asked the definition of “alco-
hot related,” Hough replied, “Alcohal
‘was Invalved to some degree.”

It may have been someone who was
drunk who stepped off a curb and was
kit,” said Nash.

Bullard followed up: “It's a little
confusing when you have drunk pedes-
trians showing up In your 'drinking-re+
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Inted’ statlstics.”

Nash jumped In agaln: “How many
(of the 800) were killed by drinking
drivers who caused the accldent? Can
you tell from the statlstics?”

Hough turned for help to a unlformed
alde who answered, “No." X

HOWARD SIMON, exccutive direes —
tor of the Amerlcan Clvll Liberties Un-
lonof Mlchlgpn, had an casler Ume.
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Slmon called for “old-fashioned po- .

lice Intrusion based on observable, sus- ~j
piclous behavior” rather than “statisti. ,f
cal tkelthood™ that a certaln number of 21
drivers on a certaln read are impalred ¢
by atcohol.

Asking lawmakers to halt the check- .o
point program, Simon cautloned ;‘;
against a “tendency to say, ‘I'm clean, ™

s0it's OK."” ~
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