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Always in the minority, board Dems still enjoy

By Tim Richard
sfatt writer

Year afier year, their politlcal num-
bers dwindte. Month after month, they
gt slapped down by party-line votes.

Yet Democrats have some of the
highest seniority on the Oakland Coun:
ty Board of Commissioners — a medi-
an of 12 years. Seldom do they think of
running for the Michigan Legislature
or U.S. Congress, where they would be
In the majority party.

)

“1love I,” answered Alexander Pers
inoff, whose 23 years on the county
board go back 1o when Oakland had a
sprawling board of supervisors,

“Even though we're outnumbered,
we're not out-thought,” sald James
Doyeon, a 12-yvar veteran from Madi-
son Heights whose district includes
part of Troy.

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS leader Lar-
ry Pernick, an 18-ycar veteran {rom
Southficld, confesses he has frustra-
tlons and thinks of chucking it.

But Democrats say that Hf they keep
pugging away wilh their Jdeas for a
few years, majority Republlcans fre-
quently come around to their way af
thinking.

And they like the absence of lobbylng
pressure and spirit of Independence the
27 members of the county board enjoy.

While commissioners are paid only
$16,000, sume $20,000 less than state
legislators, Oakland board

‘Partisan
government
defines issues
better. You can
come to better
decisions in the
long run.’
Lawrence Pernlck
D-Southfisid

‘it's easy to sit
outside and
grumble, Butl
like contributing
rather than
carping.’

Alexander Perinoff
D-Southfield

publicans have been In charge and now
command a 20-7 lead.

“Democrats have borne two tremen-
dous curses,” said Dennis Aaron of Oak
Park, now in his 16th ycar — “gerry-
mandering of dlstricts and the losscs in
the Reagan sweeps.”

He smlles: "Tomorrow's another
day." In this case, tomorrow would be
1992, alter the next census,

COUNTY BOARD palitles have be-
come mere partlsan in recent years,
Democrats complaln.

“Newly clected (Republican) com-
missfoners become vice chalrmen of
commlitees,” said Perinoft. “It's sad in
our county — not a single Democrat Is
a chalrman o vice chairman.” When
his party controltcd the boedy, he sald,
Republicans were glven vice chair-
manships.

My been

don't liave to travel to Lansing and sac-
rifice family life.

They disagree about whether the
county board should be non-partlsan.
Deyon, the youngest of the bunch, once

a

board seats be non-partisan. "It didn’t
even get into commilitee,” he recalled.

IN THE EARLY 1970s, D

have grad

washed off boards and commlsslons, he
added. Perinoff is siill on the afrport
committee, but most ather posis have
been filled with GOP appointees. “It'sa
shame you don't get a more diverse
view,” he sald.

Doyon sald the situatlon has “disin-
tegrated In the last couple of years lo
really heavy partisan crap” He

enjoyed a 17-10 majority. As late as
1976, when .iwa Republicans defected,
Democrats had a 15-12 majority.

Since the 1976 electlon, however, Re-
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save
energy

Use your dishwasher
only when it is full,
Tutn it off when
the final wash eycle
is comploted and
open the door,
Your dishes will
ait-dry, IU's best to
use your dishwasher
in the cool of the
evening.

charged Rep when they meet
in caucws prior to the full board meet-
ing, change thelr minds on issues on
which blpartisan commlitees have
made recommendatlons.

Pernick frequently states a Demo-
cratle vlew on an issue, only to be met
with stony silence from the right side
of the room.

WHILE COUNTY problems are nen-
partisan, Aaron says party labels arc
useful in telling voters the kind of
thinking a candidate brlngs to the
board.

“Democrats are concerned for the
welfare of large groups and use gov-
crument as a means 1o solve soclal and
cconomic problems. Persons are more
jmportant than corporatlons, political
action committees and pressure
groups.”

“You'tl always have groups which
will line up,” agreed Pernlek. “Partl-
san government defines issues better.
You can come 1o better decislons in the
long run."”

In 1974 the partics spllt falrly sharp-
ly on whether to create an clected
county exccutlve (which Democrats
espoused) or an appointlve county man-
ager (the prevailing Republican view).

Voters chose the exccutlve plan, but
picked Republican Danled T, Murphy to
runit.

Only Perinoff opposes the executive
plan. Democrats say Murphy has a
“hloated" staff, and cach year they try
to amend the budget to cut It, usually
losing by a 19-8 or 20-7 vote. But the
others think the decision to have an ac-
countable, visible executlve was essen-
tlally correct,

WHAT DO they feel they've accom-

plished in the face of the Republican
majorliy?

® Persuading the GOP to use sur-
pluses for tax reduction {Perinofi).

® Getting rid of Prosccuter L.
Brooks Paticrson's Organlzed Crime
Task Ferce (Perinoff).

for the south end at Red Oaks Park
{Doyon). “I remember working on cov-
ering an open ditch there when I wasa
member of the Jaycees,” he sald.

® Being first to advocate a S11
emergency telephone plan, due to be
Implemented In.the next year or two
{Doyon and Pernlck).

@ Getting townships to contribute to
the Sherl{i's Road Patrol. Democrats,
Jolned by Republlcans representing clte
fes, oppose "subsidics” to townships.

® Moving a county treasurer tax
coflection statlon into the Road Com-
tnisslon office in Bcvc[ly Hills, for the

th-end

In December Democrats came with-
in a vote or twa of another goal —~ con-
solidating the executlve's publlc works

office under the drain commissioner, -

Conscrvative Republicans loyal to
Draln Commissioner George Kuhn
voted with Democrals and gave County
Exccutive Murphy a scare on that one.

PERINOFF, a lawyer, likes the
part-time nature of the commissloner's

Job.

"I've passed up two opportunites to
run for state rep,” sald Doyon, who
likes the “cgalltarian system” of coun-
t to the

of
{Pernlck). Next goal: a clerk’s offlee In
the south end so residents won't hove 8
40-mile round trip to Pentlac for a

weddlng lcense,
® Establishing a county medical
care facllity for long-term paticnts
whom hospitals can’t afford to treat

Y P!
more partisan atmosphere of Lansing.
He sces himself as more successful In
commltiee work than in the full 27
member board,

Lawyer Aaron watched fellow Onk
Park resident Joe Forbes maintain two
homes as a member of the Leglslature

@ Gettlng a $3.5 milllon wave pool  {Pernlck). and declded it wasa't for him.
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DETROIT'S LARGEST
MEETING CENTERS
ISN'T IN DETROIT.

. INDIAN,
 20-50%.

M HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE. It often has no.

symploms! So hiave your blood pressure
checked regularly, no mattes how welf you
feel. If it's high, take your ductor’s advice.
Thien stick wilh your trealment program.

OVERWEIGHT OVERBURDENS. Stay at
2 healthy weight, 11 you peed to lose, do it
sensibly, By following a Jow-fat, nutritious
meal plan, The American Heart Assaclation
can suggest good reducing diets; consult
your doctos, too.

SMOKING? STOPI No cigareite is safe.
And the sooner you quit the beiter, But take
feart: within just a few years of stopping,
your tisk of death from cardiovascular dis-
‘ease will be almost the same as if you had
never smaked.

EXEACISE GOOD SENSE, Il's smart

to have a physical before beginning any new
exercise program, And choose aciivities

to bulld cardiovascular endurance. The
American Heart Association has information
10 get you started.

EAT 7O YOUR HEART'S CONTENT,
Because a high-fat diet can eontribute to

your riik of coranary artery disease, choose
Toods that are low In saturated tanimal) bts
and cholestesol, And stay on your best be-
havior: the good die old.

LEARN TO LIVE. For medical advice, your
physician is a good source of information on
your Individual risk of heart df and
stroke, For helpful kdeas on helping to pre-
‘vent these health problems, ‘contact the
American 'Nun Association.

WERE FIGHTING FOR
YOURLIFE

‘AmericanHeart
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of Michigan

I¥'s & unce-a=yenr event and its storewide. Dan®l ruiss it

FURS
Their unparatleled beauty and low peices will wke your brenth awa

_DEARBORN

GREAT ()L LAKES
[ANTIQUE-SH OW & SALE]
MICHIGA N
[y or i7" SERaone |
U of M — DEARBORN |8

4901 Evorgvaon—-Acréss trom fo|rlaﬁo TJown Conier
(Exit Michigan Ave. Waest off Spuln!ield Fwy M-39)

MARCH 21,22,25)

 Friday, S;ﬂurduy noon to 9 p.m.-Sunday noon lo 5 p.m.
; . Admission $5 (Good for 3 Days) L
. " $%00 Of Yout Pard Aqrmnlon Donoted Te, Childien’s Rospial

A 1e R o

AT v

1t's In Dearborn! It may surprise you to know that
Fairlanc Manor is onc of the largest mecting facilities in
the entire Mctropolitan area, with space for up to 2,000
people. And you'll also be surprised at Fairlane Manor's
cqually accommodating prices.

With a convenicnt location in the heart of Dearborn’s
Fairlane of fice/shopping/hotel complex, Fairlane Manor is
close to expressways and just minutes from Meirapolltan
Airport. Yet its 21 wooded acres give a feeling no big city
meeting center can match, .

Whether you’re planning a small business meeting or a
major convention, Fairlane Manor is axpertly equipped Lo
accommoxdate your needs. A professional meeting coor-
dinator will help bring your mecting to order, arranging '
for podiums, microphones, risers, spot lighting, audio/
visunl equipment and any special services you may require.
And Falrlane Manor's complete banguet facilities ensure
that your meeting attendees will never go hungry. Best
of all, when you hold your mecting al Faitlane Manor,

there's never o shortage of free parking spaces.

Nexttime you havea mectingto plan, put FairlaneManor
first on your agenda. For more information, please call
(313) 336-4500, . .

Conlfcetnce and
Banguel Center

19000 Hubbard L Deatborn, Mi 48126
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