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Learning disabled are learning ‘enabled’ at OCC

By Tim Richard
stalf writer

Counselor Lawrence Gage looks at
the bright slde. He thinks of certain
students, not as “learning disabled,”
but as learning “cnabled™ because of
the help be can give them at Oakland
Community College.

““An oasis in the desert for many
capable lcarning disabled students™
-- that's bow Gage sees OCC's role,

“Federal law in 1975 mandated
that all clementary and secondary
schoals have handicapped programs,
Now more Jearning disabled are
cumpleling high school and aspiring
1a post-sccondary dreams,” Gage
sald, explaining the great growth In
numibers of LD students,

Gage was the chief moving force
behind OCC's efforts to help the
Jearning disabled. He has the tltle of
"counselor advocate” at the Orchard
Ridge Campus in Farmington Hills,
His counterparts at other campuses
are Suzannce Pickering at Auburn
Hills, James Rutkowski at Highland
Lakes and Thomas Slone at Royal
Qak. .

NOT EVERY LD student can be
hetped by a college, and some are
referred 1o vocatlonal programs.
But Gage l§ building up a string of
Success stories:

® A recent Michigan State Uni-
versity  graduate, who had been
helped by OCC fur his reading im-
pairment, landed a job as a cost ac-
countant for a major corporation,

©OCC worked with him In develop-
mental reading and in providing
taped textbooks. “We played off his
strengihs,” Gage recalled. “Making
them feel goad about themselves —
tkat's 58 percent u{ i We build up

© Another reading impaired stu-
deat got ielp with bis English and
social stndies at OCC, then went on

Road work
well worth
the trouble,
state says

By Tori Banns
stalf writer

The state’s $500 million summer
cunstruction schedule for highways
and roadways promises to mean “in-
convenience” for same motorists but
i1 will be well worth It,” according
to transportation director Jim Pitz.

Work is beginning on the John C.
Lodge $32 million freeway rccon-
struction projeet, the first phase of a
two-year effort,
eslern Oakland County, a 2.4
mile-streteh of 1-96 will be resur-
face” from Kent Lake Road to the
Wixom city limits. Cost: $3.5 million.

The final eight miles of 1-696 (o
run  through Southficld will be
opened for bidding with an 1989
completion ¢ate set. This phase of
the 1-696 construction s expected to
add $74 million 10 $160 million in
work done to date.

Over the next two years, a 7.2
mile-streteh of US-10 (Dixle High-
way} in north Oakland County from
175 w0 Tclcgr'lph will be updated.
It's uncertain whether this estimated
$10 million project will begin this
year, sajd transportation officials.

In the Detroit iri-county area, sald
Pitz, projects will total $185 million
in improvement which is 40 percent
higher than spent last year.

i’itz said transportaion officials
have begun “logistics planning™ with
local officials 1o reroute traffle. On
the Lodge, though, he polnted out
that much ofthis year"s work witl be
done during off peak hours, keeplng
lancs open for travel,

“0n the Lodge we're

to carn a bachulor's degree at the
Center for Creative Studles In De-
troit. Today he works for a firm in
office and Industrial design.

0OCC's help can take many forms:
tralnlng wllling faculty In how to
help LD students, modifylng testing
procedures, tutering in the campus
learning laboratory, or arranging for
note-takers, interpreters and text-
book recordings. It's all done with
exlsting resources, said Gage — no
special LD budget,

® A math-Impatred former 0CC
student recelved her bachelor's de-
gree from Ceniral Mlchigan Unlver-
sity, teaches clementary grades and
Is determined to become a speclal
cducation teacher, Gage thinks she')l
be a better speclal ed teacher be-
cause of overcoming her impalr-
ment — not only because she has “a
1ot of compasston” but because “she
knaws how to approach It from sev-
eral different dlrections,

“We gat her through algebra, She's

THE BIGGE

‘1did a statewide
survey and found that
only four other
community colleges
(of 28) have learning
disability programs.’

— Larry Gage

OCC instructor

OK to teach the elementary currlen-
lum. She can employ the concepts
she used to learn numbers and the
multlplication tables” in dealing
with preblems of her own students,
Gage sald.

® Another math-impalred student

got help in pre-business math and
eventually carned a degree In sales
and marketing. “On a ane-to-one ba-

County's schoo! enrollment is dlag-
nosed LD,” Gage wrote In a 1984 re-
port. That amounts to 7,600 students.

“The learning dlsabled comprise
the largest calegory (40 percent) of
dlagnosed speclal cducallun students
fn Oakland County.’

The figures bear out hls assertion
that LD studenis are now asplring to
college. Between the fall of '84 and
last January, OCC's enrollment of
LD students tripled from 54 to 180.
They are at every campus — 98 at
Orchard Ridge, 50 at Auburn Hills,
21 In the Southeast campus system
(Royal Oak and Southficld), 11 at
Highland Lakes.

To Guge's mind, lhnls asit slwuld
be. With its open

A learning disabllity, says
OCC counselor Lawrenca Guge,
is a permanent disorder ihat af-

-fects how Indlviduals witt nor-

mal intelligence take In, rutaln.
and express information. .

He likens It to having a TV set ~
where you get a goad plcture on .
channels 2, 7 and 9 but a fuzzy
plcture or poor sound on chan-
nel 4.

LD may be caused by percep- '
tual handicaps, brain Injury,
minimal brain dysfunctlon or
other problems,

LD does not iInclude visual,
hearing or motor handicaps.

polic
and experlence In !mlplng oldcr nnd
ace

sis, he's charming,
natural In deallng with pcoplc.

. Gagesald.

“FOUR PERCENT of Oakland

equlpped to deal with students thnl
other institulions would conslder
high academle risks.

“1dld a statewlde survey,” Gage

sald, “and found that only four other
community colleges (of 28) have
learning disablllty programs, Some
others assist, without a specially des-
ignated LD program.”
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GABPH'

® Your chance to see all the newest styles,
designs and colors from leading manu-
facturers, distributors and fiber producers.

® Special values featured throughout our store.

BECK'

during the National Floor Show.

ALL SALE PRICES INCLUDE PADDING AND INSTALLATION!

“SAVE-ON FAHOUS LEES! .

Prlces Include Pad and Labor! .

WiTH EVANS IS YOUR FLOORING FASH

Now see ouriow prices on today's most lovely campets, Backwith Evans has recelved major price concessions from
all our famous manufactuers for this National Floor Show and Sale...and we rass tham on ta you, All our Spring
Introductions are included in this sale. Here's just a partial listing of the manu

miss it!

" .SAVE BIG ON ALL OUR WOOL AND WOOL BLEND
BEHBEHS...HEHE'S JUST A PARTIAL SELECTION!'
" Prices Include Pad and Laborl

ION HEADQUARTERS! §

cturers and products now on sale

® This outstanding event ends April 27. Don't

GAHPET.\.WHEH THE. 'n
STUFF* IS PRICED TH|S mlm

‘SIAVE ON CARPET 1 GARPETS]

Pm:as Includa Pad'and Labor'

SAYE S5.00 YD.| HEAVY DUTY TWIST TEXTURE

Oesigned fortoughweat V1 colors. Aeguias$19.99yd. ..........
SAVE $8.00 YD.) POPULAR NYLON CUY 'N° L00P
Atopaedeting gelitonsdcolora. Regular516.99. ... .........
SAVE $7,00 YO, THICK LUXURY SAXOMY PLUSH
Aneicelentyaloinalongweadagsazony.feg.523.93
SAVE 57,00 Y0,| RESILIENT WEAR-DATED TWIST -,
Exsycareandtastingducabiity, AegularS24,99yd. .. ...vveuuus

gAVE $0.00 YD.1 RICH ANTRON NYLON SEI'}FTIIRE
v .

SAYE 58,00 Y0.1 DEEP, DENSE SAXONY PLUSH
LT ¥ T T NSRRI

not doing heavy construction lhls
year beeause we don’t want motor-
ists tied up,” he sald at a Southfield
news conference last week.

QOnce the Lodge project Is com-
pleted, he said, {ransportation effi-
cials will turn their attentlon to the
Ford (1.94) Freeway and the South-
ficld (M-39) Freeway.

No determinatlon has yet been
made whlch project will be started
first, though the leaning is toward
making repairs along the Ford first,
be said..

Pltz said tatal reconstruction is
needed along the Ford Freeway
*within Detroit's city limits,

. Permanent patching is also need-
. ed on the Southficld Freeway.

:China experts
.give trade help

China specialisis will spell out
buslness opportunitles there in a free
publie seminar April 28-May 1 at
Oakland Unlversity. Sessions will
run from 9 to 4 In Meadow Brook
Hall on the Rochester Hils campus.

Experts from education and Indus-
tey will ald In what Is called a
“cross-cultural tralning program.”

Rescrvations for the free program
should be made in advance by call-
ing QU's Center for International
Programs at 370-2154. Lunch is op-
tional at $10.

+ -Pricés Include Pad and Labori -

SAYE 512,00 YO.1 THICK WEAR- BATEII SAXONY
Speclalpurchaseela 529,99 qualty. 17 ¢ola

SAVE $5,00 YD.! DENSE LEVEL PILE BERBER 8“99
20% woot, 80% synihelic. Longwearing. Aequlat $16.99yd. ... ..

SAYE $8.00 YD.| BETTER WOOL BLEND BERBER 31499

60% wool, 40% aetyic. Curable, beaubiut. Regular $22.59 y2.

SAYE $9.00 YD.! THICK, BULKY WOUL BERBER 31999
00 colos 5590, ...

SME 10,00 Y01 ENSE STRIATER WOOL BERDER 52499

SAVE 11,00 Y0.1 RANDOM LODP TEXTURED BERBER 52899
Ancutstanding value, 121, wié1h. Regutar$39.93yd.. . L

'SAVE ON ALEX: SMITH]

. Pdces Include Pad and Lahorl
51399

SAVE $2.00 YD1 LUSTROUS NYLON ﬂlllﬂﬂ’ PLUSH

Speclataefing of 4113 In-ptock coloes. Regulae$20.99 ... ..ol
SAYE $9.00 YD.| BETTER NYLON numm rwsu S] 599
4 stockedeoiars. Lusuryweght RegularS23.98 Y2, .. ooes et
SAYE $4.00 YD.! COKTEMPORARY SCULPTURED PLUSH 8“99
Beaudul practcalandafordable fAeguary SIBIVYS. ... ...

+ SAVE $8.00 YD.I LOVELY DENSE MYLON PLUSH

ALL OF GUR KO-WAX VINYLS ON SALE!

SV S48 10,1 IPRESSIVE ANSO w SCULPTURE S 3_5"(!
SAVE S4,51 YD, DEEP KYLOK SAXON BLUSH S] 099
Atopselerin ¥ lavelycolors. Regular S15.50yd.. .. ........... g
SAVE $0.00 YD.1 HEAYY SOLID COL0R mnm S‘l 499
SpeciatputchatsIn 18 popularcokars. $23.88 vakie. ... ......... wr
SAVE $5.00 ¥0.1 FAOSTED NYLON CUT-'N' LOOP 8999
Apopctarsudgetcacpeting colars. AegutatS14.99¥2, ...\eeuos..s I
ALL TILE AND 1/2 OFF!
HARDWOOD FLODRS GRASS CARPET
20% OFF! Sttt es S19,

SAVE $7.00 YD.! SHARP PATTERNED BERBER EFFECT 3149 9
Hylor/olefinblend. Easycare. Today'slock. Requiar$21.93 ye.

Syeatweatwamanty. Gresi color cholce. Aeqular S15.99 ya,

SAVE §7.00 YD.] DURABLE SAXONY TWIST
Acuneni lashioniavorite, 22 celors, Aegular$22.99yd. .

SAVE 59,49 Y| MULTITONED ANTRON NY2ON NIST 31850
Popularmuticolor stying, 10year wamanly. Regulas $27.99 .. ...

's'm ON FINE KARASTAN!
S“E $19.00 h.l THICX, uuaumcm SAICIKV

32550 :
SAYE S17.00 YD.! CLASSIC uum UIIBI. lf.ll'EdT

. Prices Include Pad and Lnbnrl

...... s282 -

SAVE SI4,00 Y0, LUSTROUS ANSO Y L s 82]99

SAVE §14.49 YD.! DEEP SUBTLE LUSTER I’LI.ISII . 2350 '
Atantastic look. Luxurous ple, Aegulsry $37.99yd. ... .....

SAVF. ON GALAXY BABPETS ‘

Prices {nclu B.Eadnnd Labor!__ v

SAYE 53,49 YD.! FROSTED NYLON LOOP HTT!I'(I

SAVE 35%! SAVE 20%! SAVE 30%!

NO-WAX VINYL | «oesicuen sousman | NO-WAX VINYL

BPariems 26.cohors. | @ STLANAN SUPRERE | ¢ gesgns zems.
Regular $14 50 yd « CROWNE CONLON

Ss ...3ndteceive 3$2.00 yd. ']3"
Save - ] Sise .
opmpiid® | AT | ot
59 yos.

SAYE $8.00 YD.| HANDSUME NYLOK I!I\BEH ST\‘IE
A'matural fooking ayntheSc Berber, Avgulerly $23.99yd. ... ......
SAVE $3.00 YO.| LEVEL LODF WITH WAI nu .
Diefin ple. Padnotincluded. Argulsrty $11.99yd, ... ...... ...

@ Beckwrr

* TROY WAREHOUSE

. C!,I’\T(N TOWNSIIP .

... 90 E. MapleRd...
L 24242 Wooldward
34920 Giratlot

.. 585-7000
547-7100
792-1310

' © REDFORD. . . 538-3950
« DEARBORN HEIGHTS ...274-7990 m
s E «LIVONIA . . 422-6800 o
xita ¢l rnl 371-7910 SPLCIALLNING IN
ot tip-5p VA N s ¢ DETROIT/| A b - COMMERCIAL INSTALLATIONS -
{.}‘.:'.?::x:.':‘; « TAYLOR 24077 Furcka Rd. ... ZBT-2KS0 gy gy Contract Dept, {313) $K5-7000 L
3.

Free Home Service—Call Cotlect (313) S85-7000

;ummm:s

STORE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 10 am to 9 pm

...SATURDAY 10 am to 6 pm.. . SUNDAY Noon to § pm ;‘




