Page 6B *

Observer Newspapers

Wednesdoy, Sef

plember 23, 1970

Annexatmn Po

Ry TIM RICHARD
LANSING ,

The State Boundary Com.
mission has been given ne

powers over . annexation
procedures between cities angd
townships.

The Legislature last week
gave overwhelming approval
2 bill to expand the Boundary
Connnission’s powers, and Gov.

.Milliken is expected to sign it

The bill would become law 20
days after final adjournment,
of the Legislature. Because the
Legislature may not_adjourn
officially untit the last day of !h:

ar, the cffective date of !he :

' taw could be as late as the end of

, changes — incorporations

2\

March.

For the past 1: years, the
Boundary Commission has had
jurisdiction over two otheb
types of municipal border

-2

new cities and consolidations of
existing units — but an- \
nexations had remained under N

=

the old county board procedure.
N e e

UNDER THE new. law, the

Boundary Commission will'

have power to deny an an-
nexation as undesirable, tu
allow it as requested or to
amend the proposal before
allowing it.

In most cases, the Boundary
Commission’s decision is fina}

. — without an election. An ex-

ception occurs when the area to
be annexed (o a city has more
than 100 residents. .
In that case, the people in any
one area -- the cily, the area to
bé’ annexed or the township —
may petition for an election. It's
not easy, however. The petition
must be filed in Lansing within

30 days after the Boundary

Commission’s -order, and it
must contain signatures of 25
per cent of the registered voters
of any of the three areas.

1f an-election is called; then
the annexation proposal must

ed
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the three rdjects it

nexation fails.

Wers Give

- forit lulakc effect. 1f any one of
the an-

Reps. James Tierney of Garden
City, Richard Young of Dear-
born Heights and Vincent
Petitpren of Westland. No

THE FINAL order of the Observerland representative
Boundary (ommission ac- opposed it.

i e ion In Inthes he vote was 23-3
cases where} fewer than 100 with .N. Lorralne Beebe (R-
persons live in the area to Dearborn), Willlam Faust (D-
annexed: r Westland) and George Kuhn (R-

A pevson feeling aggrieved West Bloomfield) backing It.,
could appeal any Boundaly 'Sander Levin (D-Berkley) was
Commission | decision to the absent.

‘The bill could have had im-

3 lcase that wouldn’t  mediate effect if the Senate
have to go {to the Boundafy could have mustered at least 24
‘Commission |invoives adjacefit votes, a state official said.
property in a township owned P
by a-cily. THE NEW law was hailed by

‘fhe city cduncil could annéx Irving 'Rozian, Plymouth
such a parcel by a simple Township management con-
resofulion. |This method js sultant and land use expert who
usually, emplpyed for annexing is a state-appointed member of
park land, a cemetery oria the Boundary Commission.
dump sile. |IL almost never It gives a stale agency a
causes controversy. chance o apply sound

e ' ;nkmeermg, social, govern-

THE HOUSE vote was 63:7. mental and Tand use principles
Voting in favor were Reps. Ray 1o municipal  boundaries,
Baker (R-Farmington), John Rozian has long maintained.
Bennett  (D-Redford), Daniel Giving the Boundary Com-
Cooper and| Albert” Kramer mission power over annexation
(both D-Oak Park), and Marvin cases is part of a state tendency
Steinpien (DiLivonia), to take a more scientific ap-
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Absent were Democratic

proach to the problem of
municipal growth.
Previously, annexation
petitions went to the county
board of commissiongrs, where
they were often the subject of
city vs. township kquabbles.
Citles often employed the an-
mexation technique i order to
pick up industrial taxjbase from
township areas, and |townships
commonly.opposed the growth
of neighborlng cities |n order to
maintain their own
and investments.

UNRA Sale
Best Ever
For August

Members of th
Northwestern Realt;
tion-Western Wayne|
County Board of Req
in August $26.3 millj
estate - historically {|

~ever recorded for th
in any previous year.

The August sales totai
brought the UNRA-WWOCB
Board to'a near record eight-
month cumulative, according
to-Ciarles W. Allen Jr., board
president.

The key reason why the
near record, Allen said, was
the sudden “‘catch-up” during
the past two months when 430
more homes were sold by the
UNRA than in'the same period
last year That's 2,382 versus
1, 952
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Under n:c old legalistic
system, an annexation petition
needed to haye only the correct
number of ysignatures, a good
legal description of the area to
be annexed and an accurate
map. The propused annexation
didn’t have to make any
governmental sense under the
old law. .

The new law giving the
Boundary Comniission power
over annexation matlers was

flax bases gagreed to by leaders of both

cities and townships. That's
significanl hecause cities had
traditionally sought to make

- annexations as easy as possible,

townships as dlmcull as

possible.

Takes (.ourse

Harry G.! Fox, of 29912
Beacontree, Farmmgmn. was
among alumni of the Graduate
Schoal of Banking at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin who re-
cently compidted a onc-week
refresher course at the schoot

The new law wouldn’t affeet
existing annexation cases, such

as the one which will go on the-

ballot in Farmington Nov. 3. In
that case, the city is seeking to
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annex roughly the south half of
the township| — an area that
contains most of the industry
and most of jthe housing znd,
road problems
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For rectangular above. ground and in ground pools
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