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ANE MILOSCH and her hus.
band Mac stopped in Ala-
bama for the evening of April
23, 1983, to rest before head-

ing to Florida, where they expected
to spend a warm, peaceft vacation.
She was asleep at 4 a.m.,, trylng to
rest before the final drive to Florida,
when the phone rang.

It was the couple's son Greg. He
said that Steve, thelr 23-year-old
son, was on his way from work at
General Motors in Flint when his car
crashed on south-bound I-75 at a
sharp turn near the Clarkston exlt.
The bad news was that Steve was
pronounced dead on arrival. The
good news wasn't much better.

The doctor revived Steve, but the
accident that had thrown him 200
feet now left him in a coma and in
very critleal condition at St. Joseph
Merey Hospital.
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Closed head injury

Mother and son work together toward full- scale recovery

That moment stays with her like a

¢, 2
that was followed by an endless ride
to the hospltal, where famlily mem-
bers tried to brace her for the worst.

“Mom, he really looks bad,” her
daughter said.

But no warning could have braced
her for the sight of machlnes breath-
Ing for her son, and stitches about a
foat long exposed from hls shaven

cad.

“I remember seelng hlm and then
two nurses on elther side of me hold-
Ing me up and taking me out of the
room,” she sald. “And I remember.
that I crled, it was hard to belleve
that my son was flghting for hls
Hfe”” The doctors gave it to her
straight. They weren't glving any
hope.

STEVE, THE doctors told her and
her husband, had recelved a massive
blow 1o the head called a closed head
injury, He had two blood clots and

Jane Milosch is now making a cal ear of rehabilitating closad

head Injury patienta. Steve Miloach uses both a’tape recorder

and an Applell
term memory,

to hel

p P for his short-

hls skull was fractured.In this case,
they sald, the fracture was a blessing
that gave Steve's swollen brain the
extra room it needed,

Steve would remaln in that same
bed in 2 coma for five and a half
weeks. Durlng that time Milosch's
life changed drastically. She stopped
golng to her job and moved Into the
hospital, While other famlly mem-
bers realized that ndrmalcy was the
best therapy, she refused to leave.
the waiting room, unless It was to
see Steve,

Mltosch describes that time as a
clump of 10-minute visits between
the hours of 10 a.m. and 8 p.m., three
Code Blues and an intensc amount of
prayer. During this time she could
not read or plan any sort of pormal
life, it all rested on Steve, All she
could do was sit in the waiting room
with her number enc antagonlst, the
clock,

“It's stressful to sit in a waiting
room and all there Is is a clock,” she
sald. “And it doesn't move.”

What Milosch couldn't com-
prehend at that time was that Steve
had become another number in a na-
tional statistie, He was now one of
30,000 to 50,000 people who survive
brain damage injury and he was one
of the 1,250 new traumatle head in-
Jury cases caused by motorcycle or
car accldents.

Steve's closed head Injury meant
Hls wound dld not penetrate theough
the skull and into (he brain, but
rather the damage was caused by
the brain hitting agalnst the skuli,

Milosch would lcarn much of this
later on, but now all she concentrat-
ed on was the emotion and the hope
that Steve would soon regain con-
scleusness, She sald that the day
Steve did come out of his coma was
unilke any movle or scap opera
could have depicted L. Instead of the
comatose victim suddenly waking up
and returning to normal, Steve only
opened his eyes.

Much later, Steve's mouth gave a
low, robot-like sound. The doctors
told her about the precess of recov-
ery. It would be slow, very slow, and
it would require much training,
drive and patlence. She wanted to
know if Steve suffered braln dam-
age.

“I KNOW NOW that It was a stu-
pid question,” she sald, “He didn't
talk, he still had a tube In his throat,
he couldn't get out of bed. We had a
23-year-old, six foot two Infant.”

Steve went into physical, occupa-
tional and speech therapy while in
the hospital, When he left, Steve
made progress, but he was still in a
wheelchalr, still trylng desperately
to become whole agatn.

The family didn't have it casy el-
ther. Mother was belng missed

around the house and the emotlonal
straln was putting unneeded pres-
sure on the family, Mllosch said, for
example, that it took much pain and
communication to bring ker out of
her compulsive monitering and cau-
tion towards Steve, She flnally real-
lzed, hawever, that Steve had to be
glven the freedom to fall, if he was
ever golng to learn,

And’ learn he did. After almost
three years, Steve was able to do just
about anything he did before the ac-
cident, although he now has to work
harder to do it. He Is back at school
at OCC in Auburn Hills and once
agaln in charge of his own life.

But, there are deficits. The right
side of his body Is stil) weaker than
his left, he has a heart conditlon, he
has a vision problem, and he occa-
slonally has problems with his mem-
ory. But he is driving again.

His mother says Steve still fights
as hard as ever to return to how he
was before the accident, and she is
proud of his strength and determina-
tlen through the whole ordeal.

Steve Is not the only one who has
grown because of the aceldent.

MILOSCH WENT back to work at
a new job called Total Therapy Man-
agement,

She is a lecturer and volunteer,
she understands that the dralning ex-
perlence she has gone thraugh can be
used to help others in the same posi-
tlon. Communication and under-
standing are seme times all it takes,
and alt that can be done,

She first started to do public rela-
tions for Total Therapy Management
where 18 staff members help 25-30
brain injured clients in Oak Park
and nine staff members teach 20-25
clients Independent living and got
them vocatlonal placement,

The center offers physical and
specech therapy, neuro physchiatry,
TTM also teaches comprehensive
restructuring in such skills as func-
tional living, 1
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Walghtlilting is part of everyday therapy for Stove Milosch who
had to relearn how to walk, talk, cat and get dressed on his
way back to recovery after a closed head injury. The Harrison

High School

totally p.

d for four and
at

then confined to a wheelchalr, is now a fult time student

physleal fitness and putrition. Often,
workers are on a singular relation-
shlp with thelr clients,

he center also provides evening
meetings for family and friends of
the ctlents to discuss the needs of the
brain injurcd individual, as well as
his retatives and frlends.

Milosch cannot say cnough about
the Imporiance of such a factlity.
But there Is more sald in her actlons
than her words. As she walks about
and talks with clients, her acquired
strength since the accldent shows
with her care toward the clients.

As she talks kindly to a man in a
wheelchair, whose robatle  voice
probably sounded a lot like her son's
once dld, she hears him say, “I want
to walk.”

Graphic artlst Nancy Hurd tock
the first-place award in Farmington
Artists Club spring exhiblt for her

Graphic artist takesv 1st place spot

work called “Soaring,” ted In
prismacoler pencil.

The Livonia resident, who is alse
known for her sculpture, is a teacher
for Wayne County Intermediate
School Distrlct. She has been & mem-
ber of the club for flve years and
was a previous first-place winner in
1983,

Visitors to the exhibit this month
will see Hurd's work, along with
ather winners and another 500 pleces
on show and sale in the jurled gal-
lery, the open gatlery and the budget
gallery Thursday (hrough Sunday,
April 24-27, In Mercy Center.

Show hours are frem 7-2 pm.
Thursday; from 10 am, to 9 pm.
Friday and Saturday; and from noon
to5p.m,

Sunday. Guests have been asked to
enter the center through Gate 4 on
11 Mile Road, east of Middlebelt, Ad-

complimentary,

Judglng for the show was complet.
ed late Jast menth by James Gilbert
who Is manager for all exhiblts and
speclal events in Pontiae Art Center,

was to state In writing the reason he
selected the winners he did, as well

exhlbit's prestigious juried gallery,
“Sonring,” Glibert said was chosen
for “its idea, its concept and the fi-
nal detalling behind !t. It is a strong
plece. I am Impressed with the fact
that it is almost a completo story

Into the composition.”

mission Is free and refreshments ace

One of Gilbert's dutles as judge .

as the works that will be hung in the' .

withln itself. A Tot of thought went Artl

oo

ists Club’s spring exhibit this month,
thoy'lt see It hung with a bluo ribbon, The art- prismacolor pencil.

well for her sculpture as for her work In

RICK SMITH

When vicitors seo “Soating” In Farmington Ist Is Nancy Hurd, a Livonia resident known as

Oakland C y College,

" “You will walk someday,” she

says, smiling. “You will walk.”
The words somchow scem to be

sald before by her, strengthencd,
probably, by her own convlctions
and nexhaustable bellef.
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Volunteer Week
is April 20-27

Metropolitan Detroit will joln with
communlties across the country in
honoring area volunteers during Na-
tlonal Volunteer Week, April 20-27,
The Volunteer Network, a coalltlon
of Detrolt area volunteer groups, Is
coordinating the local activities.
Debbie Tischler is chairman of the

volunteer their energy to help oth-
ers, That amounts to $64 billon in .
wark hours given to hospltals, com-
munity centers, Scout troops,
schools, neighbors and friends, De-
troit has 1.7 milllon residents volun-
teer. There are about 1,000 human
service organizations In Wayne, Qak-
land and Macomb Counties that in-

steering committee, The theme for
the week is “Thanks for

volve
‘The Vol

Network urg&l area

Lending a Hand in
trolt.” The motto Is "Cheers for Vol-
unteers."

A key activity will be the wearing
of red, white and blue ribbons by De-
trolt arca voluntecrs In recogaltion

resldents to consider thelr own com-
munity volunteer activity and to re-
new thelr commitment during-Na-
tlonal Volunteer Week, . . Lo

Monday, April 21 Detrolt’s Nation-
al S o 1{

of their efforts. The Net-
work Is expected to distribute more
than 150,000 ribbons to'volunteers
through the 1,500 organizations par-
tlclpating In the ‘ribbon wearing
campaign.

Volunteer recognition s mare
than saying “thank you” to volun-
teers. Carcfully planned recognition
cvents also serve to call public at-
tentlon to the contribution of com-

teering il
‘and the Volunteer - Network will

kick-olf Nallonal Volunteer Week in
Metropolltan Detroit at the Volun-
teer Network’s annual meeting. The |
event will begin at 8:30 a.m. in Lans.
downe Restaurant at 201 Atwater,
Detroit.

The annuval meeting is meant to
bring all the volunteers and commu-
nity representatives together for an
send off for a week long

munity and
others to become lnvolved in the
communlty as volunteers,

Each year, 92 million. Amerlcans

celebration, Everyene is invited to
attend. The cost i3 $7.50 per person.
Call 851-7601 for reservations.

Kol Ami marks first
adult bat mitzvah

Late In March Temple Kol Ami
marked its flrst adult bat mitzvah
servlee. Seven women, all of whom
have children of thelr own in relig.
laus schools, had been preparing for
more than a year to be called to wor-
ship and celcbrate thelr coming of
age in the Jewlsh religlon,

The participants  were Judith
Goren ond Tlene Lee, both of Farm-
Ington Hllls; Lorraine Fenster, Leah

Green, Sharon Krause and Gall Ra-
ben of West Bloomficld; and Elalne
Hecker of Bloomfield Hills,

The service was particularly sig-
niflcant to congregants, as it ‘also
marked the 52nd anniversery™.of
Rabbi Ernst Conrad's bar mitzvah in
Berlln, Germany, and included’ the
same Torah reading the rabbi did for
his service, T




