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‘Split Second’ k

By Ethel Simmona
slaft writer

CTOR JOHN AMOS, who is
starring in “Split Second” at

the Blrmingham Theatre,

had his first contact with

the pollce drama a few years back

when John Danelle, who plays his

san in the show, sent a copy of the
Seript to his agent, L

Unfortunately, sald Amos in a

backstage interview, “The seript sat

on my agent's desk Iar‘uboul clght

months before I saw it. By that time
the play had opencd In New York."
'!.2slng the chance to star in the

* .Seé review of *Split

i” on 8C,

i p was not
the only thing Amos missed out on
regarding the play, He also lost the
opportunity for the screen rights,
which he would have liked, “The
sereen rights were acquired by Mo-
town,” he sald, “Berry Gordy of Mo~
town will produce the film.” .

“That precipitated firing my
agent,” he declared, recalling the in-
cldent. .

s

Cherron Hoye plays Val's wifo, Alea, In.the taut police drama

by Dannls Mclntyre. Rehoarsal photos were taken the after-
noon bofore the show's first preview performance Friday.

Jerome Preston Bates Is Charlie, Val's buddy, Stage Is divided

Into ditferent areas, to represent various setlings, such as this

bar scenae.

AMOS NEXT TRIED producing

and directing *Split Second” with the
Bakamlan  Repertory Company,
where he has directed “Twelve An-
gry Men" and “And Miss Reardon
Drinks a Little.”

“It was aborted three or four days
before It opencd,” ho explained. He

had to leave the Bahamas In order to *

work on a TV job, on “Hunter.” He
has o daughter In college and a son
who wlll be starting college soon,
and it was important to him to take
the job that would put dollars in the
bank for thelr cducatlion.

Amos got another chance to ap-
pear in “Split Second” when he wag
asked to perform with the Los Ange-
les company In Santa Moniea. For
his performance last year as the re-
tired veteran pollce officer, Rusty
Johnson, Amos “was honered In re-
celving the NAACP Black Image
award.”

Danelle originated the role of.
Johnson's son, Val, in the off-Broad-
way productlon of “Split Seeond.”
Earlier, Amos and Danelle played
father and son in a Broadway pro-
duction of a comedy “Tough to Get
Help.” e

At the Birmingham Theatre, for
the flrst time, they are together per-
forming as father and son {n “Split
Second.”

AMOS DESCRIBED the {wo char-
acters' roles as a dilference In two
kinds of morallty. “I represent the
older morality, ‘If you've done It,
own up to it." My son represents to-
day’s marality, ‘Hey, il nobody's
watching, do iU”

young police offlcer finds himself in

A sltuation where he makes o decl-.
" slon In a split second and has to lve .

with the consequences.

*It's very intereating,” Amos said,
talking about the plot, while trying
not to give it away, “In the course of
arresting a felon, who Is steallng a
car, the situation escalates Into a ra-
clal harangue.” * .

That's what the play’s opening
moments are about. Other action on
stage takes place in the police sta-
tior and homes of the police offlcer
and his son. The drama concerns a
questlon of morallty, after the offi-
cer shoots the suspact,

*I've never seen a play where the
audlence becomes so emotionally in-
volved. They talk back to the actors
and themselves, It's a very visceral
play,” Amos sald, referring to the re-
action he experfenced with the Los
Angeles production,

HE RECALLED that police offi-
cers — black, white, Latino and oth-
crs — were equally moved by the
powerful drama. “They came back-
stage wlth tears In thelr eyes, They
told me it was the most sensitive
portrayal of thelr llves.”

* ally drew this from John Danelle,
In “Spllt Second,” Danclle as a-

John Amos stars.as Rusty Johnson, a retired
police officor, and John Danelle s his eon,
Val, a young policeman, in “Split Second” at

“Spllt_Second” s by playwright
Dennis Melntyre, who is originally
from Detroit. Amos said he was curi-
ous to know how Melntyre conceived
the story. “It took me three or four
years to glean this from him. He re-

who porirays my son. For- the most
part, it was predicated on a real incl-
dent oo
Currently, Dattellc is.a TV.s0ap.
star, who plays Dr, Frank Grant on.
“All'My Children.” Cherron Hoye,

+ who went to Cass Technleal High

School in Detrolt, plays Val's wife,
Alea, Hoye is reciplent of the Audel-

co Recognltion Actress for her lead- | ?

ing role in “Odessa.” * -

Amos — who arrived for the Inter-
view In his jogging clothes, after an
carly-morning run and shopping —
displays a lot of cnergy. He's no kid
but, he polnts out, “I play a charac-
ter rote. We presume Rusty to be in
his carly 60s.”

‘The big, onetime professional foot-
ball player noted, *I've been a cha
acter actor through the course of my
career, In ‘Roots' (in whick he played
the lead role of Kunte Kinte), my
character grew from 28 to some 60
years,” -

HE LAUGHED and added, “I find
it much more challenging and grat!-
{ying to play characters.who have
predictible differences from
myself,” . .

Besldes his current show, Amds -
sald he 1s touring with Noel Polnter, -

 waek,

"world-class violinist and composer- .

- forming at.services for McNalr In

. Pointer’s responses are all sung.

the Birmingham Theatre. Amos last starrod at
the theater three scssons ago in “Master Har-~
‘old. . .and the Boys»

s

Amos talks about the show, during a backstage interviow last

“The show s coming to Detroft
arranger, “We've written an entire
show, dedleated to Ronald B,
McNalr, the deceased black astro-
naut,” - :

Amos and Pointer will be per-

ing: to” people “at’ several venues.
There also will be a concert in the
Bahamas and Los Angeles,”

The “two-hour show features an

Georgla, The night before the dedl:
catlon ceremonles, they will do their
show, which Includes a 12-minute vi-
gnette on highlights of McNair's life
prior to the tragedy. In the vignette
Amos portrays McNair's father,
Carl, and Pointer is McNalr.-

include “Halley’s Comet and the Old
M:n,' wilth Amos portrayiog a man
who
the second time, and “The B
about a contemporary urban figure,

ghetto blaster on his shoulder.”
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‘ gas Style Stage Production, i
. Aé&t;c‘t;cﬁaégg T e es impatsonstors.

performin;

LIVE! Sco your favorits Stars! .

MIBI!:EB : The Starline Orchestra -
Also Fcnluﬂng:yi!caulvld Dancing Show Giriet §§531-9000
. Shownlghts: 3

Tues, thru Sai y
Bat, Shawtlme

Tues. Thers, 7:20 ' M, And 10:30 PM. X
m'u::t-oc PM. 20810 W. 7 Mls Al Telegraps  Cover Charge §

- o

Buslness lunches
Qutslde of your
boardroom. lacques ts
the perfect place to
“meet. The (ood and
amblence will serve to
make you astar,
Romantle dinners
Continental culstne,
fine wine,and a
secluded table for
two..therest Is Inthe
stars.

642137
30100 Tclegraph
. N. of 12 Mile)

us_

- | - Fashiondunchies
Today's lashlons,.. .

 and Friday. .
closs lunch
ingstyles .
ke you shine.

.. Complete catering -
Qur gourmet food will |
travel to your location,

And well work'withih

your budget. 5o you'll

have afourstaraffalr. -

~{ benedict and chef’s hot dishes which change. woekly. Tempting

; D% - HILTON
Our gourmet Brunch in an intimate sqlting:— complcte with

" a harpist, A mouth-watering menu of more than 50 items. So
camplete it can be your main meal of the day. Tender Roast;
Baron of Beef, ive, lets. to.order, exq; 8BS

-hams, Novd Scotia salmon and bagels, salads and checses. For

"1 110:30 AM to 2:30 PM

pastries.
v $12.95 - Adults/$7.95 - Children .

~NORTHFIELD HILTON .

5500 Crooks Read, Troy, ME 8048 -

thls summer,” Amos sald. *I'm talk- *

hour 6f music by Pointer and his
band, plus the vignettes which also

seen the comet come by, for
Boy,”

*a kid in the inner clty who has a

AR A i——

a finale — ‘chocolate rousse and'fmsﬁ-ﬁhljcd ":ﬁlnlalu'm_r :

. 8792100 -
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