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The show begins with snow drops:
Crocus and eranthis come next and
then one by one the incredible bulbs
return 1o dellght us and proctaim the
arrival of spring,

Bulb gardens are exciting and
stunning, but combinlng early
blooming herbaceous perennials
with bulbs gives a greater breath of
form and texture to the spring gar-
den. There are &t number of poten-
ttally good to the up-

Jarge palmately divided leaves of
last year that are still somewhat
covered over by protective mulch, T
have read that If helleborus niger is
planted in a sheltered location on the
south side of the house, it may actu-
ally bloom at Christmas time,
Helleborus orientalis, or Lenten
rosc, Is qulte similar to hellcborus
niger In appearance and growth hab-

its. Its leaves, however, are pink or.

maroon fading to a lovely green.

In my garden (hey both bloom at
about the same time. Orientalis is
sturdler and

right and stiff tulips and daffodils,
many of which are just as depend-
able as the bulbs and equally delight-
ful.
The perennial blue forget-me-not,
brunnera macrophylla, with its
showy, sky blue flowers and large
heart-shaped Jeaves compliments
the bulbs and is a long-lived spring
bloomer.

Bleeding heart alse naturalizes
casily in the light shade of a wood-
land spring garden, The pink varle-
ties fade rather badly, and 1 prefer
1he new white bleeding heart, dicen-
1ra eximia alba,

There are many other herbaccous
perenn ess well known, but very
interesting that 1 helieve merit
wider use,

THE HELLEBORUS family gives
us two upusval Mareh or April
blooming flawers that do well in our
hardiness planting zone, Helleborus
niger, the Christmas Rose, produces
waxy white to pink-flushed [lowers.

They bloom six inches above the

more deslrable (han niger, but bath
plants deserve your conslderation,

Some grawers flnd helleborus dif-
flcult to grow, but in a meist soll and
with protection from the hot sum-
mer sun, they will establish them-
selves. The roats are very brittle and
the plants don’t like ta be moved or
divided.

However, after several years they
will produce seeds that, Il undls-
turbed, will root and grow very
quickly. It should be noted that all
parts of the helleborus plants are
poisonous and brulsed parts of the
plants may Induce a severe rash,

Trotllus, another great spring
blooming plant, Is casy lo grow In
the woodland garden. Their bright
yellow, two-inch, globe-shaped Ilo-
wers rise about eight inches above
the light green eaves. If you remove
the dead flowers, the plant will fre-
quently extend its period of bloom,

Trollius requires a rich deep soil
and does especlally well In ground
which may be too damp for other

lants, There are several orange
varictics available that might be tn-
teresting to try, but I find the color
orange a little jarring In the spring
palette.

ANEMONFE. POISATILLA s &
borderline plant for our hardiness
zone. Bul after seeing it in our local
nurserits for many years, I reallzed
that some people were using it and 1
decided to try it, too. After several
crop fallures, I devised a successful
gm)wlng strategy for anemone pulsa-
tila,

‘This ancmone I8 a rock garden
plant, not really a woodland plant,
and yet my spring garden, where I
want It to bloom, is shady,

In the spring after it has complet-
ed its flowerlng and the fuzzy heads

heavy muleh Is necessary Lo protect
them. This process has worked very
well for Lwo years and each year the
clumps are larger and more (lorl-
ferous,

Ancmone pulsatilla may be de-
manding, but its extraordinary ap-
pearance Is fascinating. The bell-
shaped blue, purple or white flowers
open In April above beautlful gray
‘green {lufiy follage. After the petals
fall, an interesting, fuzzy, ornamen-

- tal head remains to be enjoyed, This

plant is a favorite of mine, and I en-
Joy the challenge.

There are nearly 400 species of
primula or primrose, so it is unfor-
tunate that we keep sceing and buy-
ng the same varietles year after
year. These dlverse hardy plants

look slightly tattered, I by I
the plants out of the shady, moist
garden and moved them Into a sun-
nier and dricr exposure for a sum-
mer perlod of vegetatlve growth,

In early fall I dlg them up again
and return them to the woodland
garden, where they scem Lo re-estab-
lish and prepare themselves for the
winter and the spring bloom. A,

lend peclally well to
mass plantings or edglng In the
spring garden, and they thrive in
partial shade in a soll of rich organic
content,

In additlon to the grocery store
varleties of primroses, which are
sturdy and acceptable there are two
others T would like to suggest, Pri-
mula japenlea is an interesting plant

that has tiered whorls of rose, white
or purple flowers that open succes-
sively up a stem of about'12 inches.
An extended period of bloom makes
it very desirable, .

PRIMULA SIEBOLDI, especlally
the white forms is outstandlng. The
flowers are like lacy, snow flakes
and the leaves look like scalloped,
light green petals. This primrose co-
lonizes readily by sending out under-
ground ruaners, if jt likes the situa-
tion. Frequent dividing is necessary
to assure bloom each spring, but dl-
vlding and sharing is one of the

Unusual varieties color spring garden

though it is extremely hardy. It defi-
nitely can be successfully propagat-
cd by root divislons.

Not available locally or cven
through the more popular catalogs,
Adunis amurensis can be purchased
for $11.50 plus mailing charges from
Busse Gardens, 635 East Seventh
Street, Route 2, Box 13, Cokato,
Minn,, 55321. It's quite special, 1
think. . .

Many of the other plants I have

“mentioned will probably be avall-

able locally. I suggest you try
Hughes Gardens, .24333  Lahser
Road, %. mile south of 10 Mile In

Mr. Hughes generally stocks a

bonuses of gardening. Southfield (357-1122).
Adonls amurensls Is a charming
that blooms y large

of standard and unu-

“nest to the snow drops toward the

end of March in my garden, Adonis
produces bright, yellow dalsy blos-
soms that stand only slightly above
the dense whorls of fuffy fern-Hke
dark green foliage. A

‘The common name - for adonls
amurensis s “pheasant’s cye,” a
rather exotic name for ‘a simple
plant. The plant prefers a rich, moist
soll and some winter protection, al-

sual perennlals and is always willing
to lake the Lime to answer questions
and make suggestions, With garden
centers becoming larger and more
commerclal each year, it is a joy lo
vislt a real garden, where many of
the ptants are actually dug up out of
the ground and where one of our
area experts s willing to talk gar-
denlng. Hughes Gardens is worth a
visit, .

OAN DEAN/stalf photographor

Designers host auction

Michigan Chapter of the National Home Furnishings
League Is hosting “Designers Dream Auction at the Michi-
gan Design Center of Troy beginning with a 4 p.m. tour on
Thursday, Aprll 17. For information on the $10 tickets (ad-
vance only), call Ruth Schwartz, 352-2284. Schwartz holds
a silk Chinese rug donated by Ghiordes Knot. The pine
and brass are di d by Carlt J Gal-
leries for the auction. Tickets are also available at all Gor-
man's stores, Jacobson’s Store for the Home, Dearborn,
Mary Lee Draperles, Bloomfield Hills. )
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In the Hills of West Bloomfleld

_The _
VIANOR HOMES

For purchase

2and 3 bedroom detached
cond homes of Y
quality and character.

Aldingbrooka is a private estate-lke
communlty situated on over 130
spectacular acres of pond, trees and
rolling hills, Entry Is off Drake Road,
between Maple and Walnut Lake
Roads, through the 24 hour monltored
galehouse. :

The Manor Homes at Aldingbrooke
are open for your Inspection daily from
12to5pm.

661-1750

MAGNIFICENT raised ranch on 25 acres In
Bloomfisld, Exiremely privale setting, 2 great
firoptaces and woodbutning stove in library, Much
to offer, 851-3100 $233,900

DISTINCTIVE TUDOR with all apeclal accents
including hexagon foyer, covered slda porch with

WALNUT LAKE FRONTAGE offers large wooded
fot and over 5000 squate feet of living space, This
ificent Colonial has 6 bpdrooms, 3 fireplaces,

French doors, decking pond and
fantestic fandscaping. Unlquo and appealing.
854-8100 $225,700

#auna, exerclse room snd much more, Must be
aeen, 626-9100 $338,000

SHARP CONTEMPORARY on private treed [of In
Farminglon Hills. Large heated podl, finlshed rec
room, elaborale master bedroom suite with wal
bar, 4 bedrooms total and more, 626-9100 $219,900

COUNTRY LIVING cfoso o the city. Baverly Hills

ranch highlights beautitul yard backing to stream

and with oxposed lower level, 3 firoplaces and 4
Spaclous living. 626,

QUALITY COLONIAL IN popuiar Covington by lhe
Lake subdivislon. Spacious Yiving areas, fireplaced
family room with wel bar, finished basement,

Hills Schools, 851-3100 $170,000 (SWH)

OUTSTANDING QUALITY In West Bloomfield
Tudor. Great neulrsl decor, speclsl firoplaces,
clrcular floor plan and 4 roomy bedrooms. This
listing won't last. 626-9100 $126,000

ATTRACTIVE TUDOR COLONIAL backing to
. commons area. Den, neutral carpeting, family

TASTEFUL DECOR in Farmington Hills Colontal,
This 4 bedroom home festures bay window in
dining room, oak cablnets in kitchen, centra! air
and secluded backysrd for peaceful enteriaining.
Coma explore! 628-9100 $122,900

SHARP TRELLEVEL with contemporary flsir - studio
ceilings and open flowing floor plan make Lhis 3
bedtoom home speclal. Extraordinary balcony off
masior bedroom, B51-8100 $109,500

ASSUMABLE LAND contract. Speclal ranch In
Southfield sals on picturesque properly, 23

toom with brick fireplace and 3 bed| Spaclsl
fealuros includo Franch doors to patio and'master
bedroom wilh his and her walk-n closels. Sharpt
851-3100 $109,800 N

toom and spectaculsr
gourmel kitchen with speclal appliances, $45-6000
500

FLORAL PARK ranch is noat and clean, Charming
home highlights 23 bedrooms, ireed yard,
earthtone carpeting and first ffoor laundry. Great
price for starters. 626-9100 $54,900

FANTASTIC HOME FOR STARTERS. Cathedral

celling In oulstanding family room, hardwood

floors, beautiful rec room with fireplace and

neutral colors throughout, Greal prical 626-9100
000

BIRMINGHAM

Hunter -
JeRd. " *

SUNKY RANCH in Southfield has newer spacious
kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 2% car gsrage and nics
pallo, Greal starier home priced right! 6268-9100

000

- FARMINGTON HILLS.

. 5017 Rocheater Ad:
. #iLang Laka R,

689-8900

- FRANKLIN
30810 Hotliwestern
e,

COURTYARD ENTRANCE lo this Southfield

townhouse. Ruslic decor makos Ihis home unique.
ome explore stucca celling, brick walls and cak *

plank kitchen, Comfortable living. 825-9100 $72,800

" 1000 W: Unlvérsity
(In Meadowbroak P,

- 651-8850



