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There's nothing like a breath of
spring to start the gardening questions
rolling in. Extension specialists al
Michigan State University answer
some {imely questions about
vegetable gardening, lawns,
landscape plants and related topics:

What are the first crops i can plant in
my garden In the spring?
In the vegetable garden, radishes,
.lettuce, spinach, carrots, onions and
peas are the first crops to be planted
from seed. Calendula {pot marigolds)
and swesl peas can ba planted In the
flower garden as soon as the soll is dry
enough 1o werk. The cole crops —
cabbage, broccali, cauliftower,
brussels sprouts, elc. — can be sef In
the garden as lransplants in mid-April
in central lower Michigan.

Is there any real advantage to
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planting tomatoss much before mid-
May?

If you warm the soll befora planting
by covering il with plastic and protect
the tops of the plants against frost and
cold lemperatures, you may be able to
start harvesling lomaloes earller than
usual. Warming the soll is critical —
plants wlth their rools In cold soil won't
grow, You can use elther black or
clear plastic to warm the sall, but
black plastic will also contral weeds by
blocking the light from reaching the
soll and germinating weed seeds.

Warming the soil can also promote
quicker germination of both cool

weather crops and large-seeded warm .

wealher crops, such as beans, sweet
corn and squash. Planted in cold,
damp soll, these sesds tend lo rol
rather than germinate, Because the
chances of losing early planted warm-
weather crops to irost ara high — you
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have 10 forget 1o protecl them only
once — it's wise to try early planting
with only a few plants or a short row of
seeds rather than risk an entire .
planting and your whole harvest. If you
do lose the first planting, you slill have
plenly of time to replant.

What flowering annuals do well In
shaded spotsa? My patio Is on the
north slde of my houss, and i'd like
to plant something colorful in the
narrow bad between the house and
the patio?

Impaliens, fibrous-rooted begonlas,

tuberous begonlas and coleus are
probably the most popular and widely
avallable flowering annuals for shade,
Impaiiens, coleus and fibrous
begonlas can be purchased in flals or
mulfi-packs and transplanted aiter the
danger of frost is past. Tuberous
.begonias must be started Indoors in
early spring,

Impatiens forms thick mounds
covered with 1.10 2 inche llowersin a
wida range of bright colors. Fibrous
begenlas tend to spread less and bear
many but smaller flowers. Some

he garden corner:

tuberous begonias produce flowers
nearly a fool in diameter In brilliant
shades of red, pink, coral, salmon,
yellow and white. Coleus Is grown for
its colared and often exolically shaped
follage.

Any of these would do wellin a
norihern exposure, In an eastern
exposure, where plants would get sun

- In the morning and shade In the

afternoon, you could also plant salvia
or nicotlana (flowering tobacco),
Most shade-tolerant plants will do well
In a slte with morning sun and
atlernoon shade but will not thrive In a
spot shaded in the morning and
exposed to the hot, harsh aftarnoon
sun,

I'd like to plant several varietles of
summer squash, but a hill of each
type planted according to the -

* dlrections on the seed packet would

produce enough squash for a small
army. Any suggestions? .
Try planting Ihree or four types of

_squash In each hill. Plant two seads of

each varlety and thin to one plant of
each, This will give you a good mixture
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