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Whether your windows face north,
south, east or west, you can fil them
wilh colorlul flowering and follage
plants that will grow and thrive. The
kay to growing atiraclive

lants for every

amount of lighl, south Ihe most. East
and west windows receiva roughly the
same amount, although west windows
tend lo be holter than eas. windows.

is 10 select plants that will thrive In the
amount of light you have available.
Most planis won't die the minule
they ara ptaced in a window that is too
dark, but without the light they need to
produce food they will lterally starve
10 death. Such plants will slowly lose

You mus als Jdar how much
actual fight finds its way through your
windows, The glass itself cuts down on
light, even when the windows ara
sparkling clean. It your window is
heavlly shaded by trees, curtains,
nearby buildings or a porch roof or
awning, the amount of light will be

 oldleaves and p new

onos, and as time goss on will become
tall and spindty. If you match the
planis you grow to the amounl of light
you have avallable at your windowsil),
and observe a few basic cultural
practices, you will be well on your way
to a windowsill garden that will grow
and thrive not only from month to
month, but from year to year.

The first step in declding how much
light your windowsil garden receives Is
to delermina which way the window
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faces. Use a compass if necessary. .
Norlh-tacing windows receive tha least

Curtains, even -
sheer ones, can effeclively turn a west
window Into a “north* one.

It you have an unusually dark
window, or a dark corner that crles for
a planl, consider purchasing two
identical plants recommended for a
north window. Rotale the planls
between the dark spat and a bright
window on a weekly basis,

Supplemental lighting Is another
solution. Suspend a fluorescent fixiure
over the spot where you want the
plant. and use one cool-white and one
warm-white tube to provide a wide
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spectrum of light, Attach a timer so it
will lurn on and olf aulomatically. Most
plants will appreclale at least 12 to 14
hours of supplemantal light per day.
Another way 1o provide additional
light is Lo reflect it onto planis, While
walls will reflect more light than dark
[ones, and a well-placed mirror can
raflect a great deal of light onto plants
in a room.

The amount of light avallable to a
ptant diminishes qulte rapidly as you
Imove away Irom a window. Place
Iplants as close as possible to a
window withoul touching it. If they
need to be more than two fest from an.
east or west window, choose a specles

frecommended for a northern

axposure.
Avold placing plants directly on top
f radialors or heating ducts,
Dust on leaves cuts down 6n the
mount of light & plant receives. The
isting used tc ralsé humldity lavels
round a plant doesn't wash off much
lust. A better solutlon is to regularly
ive your plants a brief shower. For
arge plants, tie a plastic bag around
he pot, coverlng the soil as much as
ossible (so It doesn't wash away),
nd set 1he plant, pot and all, in the

ater for several minutes. Small plants.

an be rinsed in the sink. In the

smmer, planis can be moved oulside
th

Regular showers also help with
Insect control by washing away
insecls before an Infestation gets
slartad. Most can be washed away
with a gentle rub. Use a soft brush for
halry-leaved plants. If you see
evidence of an Infestation, wash the
leaves with a weak solution of white
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s03p (one o wo toa
gatlon of water) with a soft sponge.
Selact your plants according to the
amouril of light you have avallable,
don't neglect the basics of good

" cullure — proper walering, humldity

lovets, fertilizing and soll conditi

and you will be well on your way to
houseplants you can enjoy for years to
come.

Here are fes of
‘houseplants that prefer light from the:

® NORTH — Asplenlum nidus
(bird's nest fern) , Maranla leuconeura
(prayer plant) , Zebrina pendula
(wandering Jew) , and Dieflenbachia
sp. (dumb cane). -

©® SQUTH — Pelargonium sp.
{geranium),, Aloe barbadensls
(medicinal aloe) , Crassula argsnlea
(lade plant) and Brassaia arboricola

- (Hawallan shefflera) .
® EAST

(Boston fern), Oxalis (shamrock),
Cissus thombilotia (grapoivy) and
Clivia finnata. (kaffi lly} .

® WEST — Flcus elastica ‘(rubber
plani),, Monstera deliciosa (cul-leaf

witha

an
elepans {partor palm) .

—

" The Plant Store .
With More
209% OFF.
Plang Stoce
Purchase
. with this ad.

15 Skandia’s design staff is experienced in [+}
g installing and maintaining in- 2
8 teriorscapes for homes and businesses, B
O °Call or visit our Plant Store and Show- s

room for more details.
18340 Middlebelt - Livonia
477-6868 or 476-1735
Exterior Landscape service also available.
<L T ’ L .
"
EHT WINDOW

Bow and Bay Windows

28021 Harper
775-5180 « 524-2582

SPECIALIST

« Addltions« Kitchens/Baths
« Custom Bay Windows

 Recreation Rooms

From Design to Execution
Financing Available

Home Improvement




