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I\/Iajorca medley of mountains, sea, people

This is a second of two-part
trare] series on Majorca),

week we started at the
Restaurante Penelope in
Palma, Majorea, and
cndua up catlng fresh shrimp on a
terrhee cafe In Andraix, overlooking
the Mediterrancan.

This week we'll start by drinking
espiessd [n the coastal village of
Solled and having a late lunch on the
nortt{coast of the Island.

Maybe next week we should talk
abopt dicting on the road.

Fol those of you who didn't travel
withme last week, Majorca (we're
giving it the English spelling) is the
large¥ of the five Balearic Islands in
the Mediterranean Sea off the coast
of Spaln.

The other four are Ibiza, Formen.
tera, Menorca and Cabrera. They
combine (o make the Spanish prov
ince of Baleares.
——

Palma, on the
south coast of Ma-
jorca, s the capi-
+ tal  eity  of
“\ *‘ Baleares. The Is.
,- land population is

500,000 ang half of
those live in Pal-

Iris ma. The names of
.I the island is
. ‘ones: spellnd Mal]orc:\

by
ing people, Majorca by Eng]lsh»
speaking people, but either way It is
pronounced "“ma-yor-ca.”

Now that we've got that out of the
way, let's get on the road leading
west and north through the moun-
talns and along the scenle coastline.

Many famous people have taken
these roads before us. George Sand
and Frederic Chapin lived in the an-
cient village of Valldemosa, Visitors
can stll) tour the house where they
lived. Poet Robert Graves lived a
{ew miles north In Deya until he dled
there a féw months ago.

‘The road to Deya and Soller winds
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“The streets of Palma, Majorca, bustle dally with residents and
tourists, many from England and Germany. The town itself has
250,000 inhabitants and the total Is added to by visitors.

north. Parked on the slde of a treed
mountain, with plne wrees tumbling
skarply down rocky slopes, we can
still hear the chime of bells ringing
up from the village below.

These mountains are not high,
they're not the Alps, but they have
sheer rockeliffs on every side so the
view Is often stratght dowahll! Into
steep valleys, all of them striped

thropgh the
Ing up the slopes of olive trees, with
briel” glimpses back downhill to
pmltard vlews of the sea.

WHEN WE reach the marked
viegpoint at the top we can sce
dou‘n past a serpentine road to Soller
ang2hc west coast.

Sthall red and yellow cars, and an
octasional truck, climb the snaking
highway. If the trucks are even
moderately large they must stop and
back up to make (he 180 degree
switchback wurns.

Alsmall tram runs regularly from
tho Jown of Soller, built a few miles
inland, to Puerto Soller on the coast.
That is how they bullt these settle-
monis centuries ago, the port on the
scdand the town far enough Inland
to protect It from Invaders,

I the port, we sit in a sidewalk
cale, sipping an expresso grande and
savoring a caRe from a nearby bak-
ery, while the fIshermen sew chelr
nets on the dock like a photograph
waiting to happen.

TIE HIGH-MASTED sailboats
make their own shapes at the end of
1) docks, and the red roofs of small
hotels carve around the bay.

Tt is midemorning and the local
wamen go by carrying their baskets
of groceries from the bake shop, the
butcher and the greengrocer. A Ger-
man woman fron the mext table
telts me ..bout the apartment she has
rented uphill, with a glorious view al’

the §ea,

Europcan tourists, so phznmnl
hécé, stay two or three weeks at sea-
siie viltages like Soller. They stay In
asmall hatel beslde the sea, or in an
n arlmum high on & hlil above the

sca, and spend days in varlous lei
surcly ways: having coffee in a side-
walk cafe, hiking the hills, touring
the island by car, stretched out in the
stin,

AMERICANS ARE  consldered
sirange travelers because we are
usually scen racing from one place
tco another on a tour bus or In a car,
trylhg to sce the whole island in
three or four days,

It was ralning by the time we
clinthed uphlll again on our way
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with stone walls 10 keep
the soll from slipping downhill,

At a corner of the highway, where
the black dog sits in front of the little
wooden snack stand to mooch from
cars that stop, the famous tortured
highway calted La Calobra winds
dawnhill llke a colted snake.

WE HAVE two planned destina-
tions ahead of 'us: the popular coast
village of Pucrto de Pollensa and the
Hotel Formentor on the peninsula
beyond,

Planeloads of British and German
teurists fly Inte Mallorea every
week to fill the hotels in places like
Soller and Puerto de Pollensa,

When we stop (o chat with a fami-
iy fishing from the dock area of
Pacrto de Pollensa, their northern’
Eaglish accent Is so thick we can
Just barely understand It.

The Hotel Formentor, half an hour
drive away atong the scenic peninsu-
la, has an cntirely different ambi-
ence; this is where upscale travelers
g0 for a quiet vacation In a sprawl-
Ing old inn beside the sea,

WHEREVER YOU stay on thls
north coast, you will never be able to
photograph all the rugged coastllne
scenes or try all lln.- tiny cafes In the
tewn,

We usually avo!d tourlst restau-
roms In favor of those enchantlng

. European restaurants where the lo-
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tals cat, so we cxplore down the
whitewashed streets until we find
Restaurante El Pozo.

In a country eourtyard, with green
trees and flowers set agalnst a
whitewashed wall, I have Sopa Mal-
lorquina, a dry bread and vegetable
soup eaten with a fork, and the won-

- derful cheese of Mahon, capital ity

of the sister island of Menorca,

The .wine of Majorca Is too brown
and rough for me, but the local beer
Is good and the white wine from the
malnland Is perfect for thls Island
sctting.

IF YOU ask about the palntings
on the restavrant wall, you will
learn that they are painted by local
artist Miguel Ferrar, who is also the
head waiter here at El Pozo. ‘

By dinnertime we are back in Pal-
ma, capltal city of the Istand, ready
te ey a typical country restaurant
for dinner,

Whenever we get lost In Palma,
which is every time we take our
réntal car out of the parking lot of
the Hotel Son Vida, we end up in
Genova, a village on 2 hiil above the
sca three miles from downtown Pals

ma.

We would be looking for a broad
avenue marked on the map, but the
street signs are marked on'the map
but not on the street, so sooner or
later we would flnd ourselves tao far
west down the coast, swing uphtit be-
hind the Tower of Belveder and end
up in Genova.

WIIEN WE want to find Genova,
of course, we can't find [t at all. The
young deorman at the Hotel Son
Vida has carefully drawn a raute on
the map so that we can find our way
past the military camp and left
downhill into the village to Ca'n
Pedro.

This small restaurant is exactly
what we asked him for, a Spanish
eatlng place where ordinary local
people gather and nothing Is distort-
ed for tourists.

If you have ever been in a “local”
European restaurant where the food
and atmosphere s stylized for the
teur bus, you know what I mean; you
don’t get cither Amerlean or Euro-
pean food, just Tocal food ruined to
m:cet what Is Imagined to be a Nnrlh
Amerlean taste.

WHAT WE arc lecking for isCa'n
Pedro — the Majorcan way of say-
ing Casa Pedro, or the house of
Pedro — recommended to us,as one

Majorea is the largest
of the tive Balearic fe-
lands in the
Mediterranean Sea off
the coast of Spain.

of the two lyplcn! kinds nt Mallorcan
restaurants,

THE FIRST is the popular fish
restaurant found along the water-
front, a treasury of fresh {ish and sea
views, The second Is the busy, nolsy-
but-fun and very Spanish type place,
like Ca'n Pedro.

Parking the car is atways the first *

consideration — in fact we agreed
thau If we can’t find Ca'n Pedro we
will go downhill to the sea, take the
{Isst avallable parking place and eat
In the elosest restaurant to be found.
Not nceessary.. We park uphill and
walk through the dark Tuesday night
streets; the village is qulet and
asleep but we feel absolutely safe
and comfortuble” on these streets
alone. Wiwr, we open the door to

Ca'n Pedro the light and noise
amazes s,

WE IIEAR plates being banged
agalnst bare wooden tables, voices
raised (o the hams hung high from
the beamed celling, the whirring
scund of the expresse machine.

The tocal familles and couples and
leacrs are there, with baby carriages
tucked into corners and volees rising
te all the Interesting things hang
around the room.

‘The serving bar that divides the
reom in two s hung with baskets,
gourds, ceramle plates, but the most
initeresting sights are the people,
mostly Spanlsh, but also German
and English and other voices, :

‘Two young mcn cat bread with oil,
tematoes and ham, plus a plate of
snails and another with pork on a
stick. 1 eat onee again the wonderful
dry Sopa Mallorea and paella of rice
and shelltish 'sceved in the bow! in
whlch It was cooked.

For information, contact Na-
tianal Tourist Office of Spain, 45
N. Miclugan Ave., No, 915 E. Cm-
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