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Not all changes
are for the better

ULES, RULES, RULES, Can't live with them
and can't live without them.
Sports are particularly vulnerable to this
yaradox. Where else are rules so strletly, so
visibly defined?,

But it’s never enough. People, you see, share a
common deficiency. They are never satisfied.

They constantly tinker wlth long-cstablished
standards. Some {irmiy belleve thelr suggestions for
change are for the good of the game; others will
reeite such rhetorle, but their true Incentive, kidden
and unspoken, is how the change will beneflt them,

Change [s good? It reficets a changing society? It's
evolution? .

Perhaps. But like the rules sometimes are, change
isn’t always right. It doesn't always mean
improvement.,

Three changes in sports: One is alrcady on the
books, one Is currently under strong consideratlon, a
third Is in Its Infancy.

IN THE BOOKS is the NCAA rule regarding three-
point ficld goals In basketball. The cotlege rule
awards three points for any shot made from behind
an arc 19 feet, nine inches from the basket.

Coaches withIn the Observer & Eccenirle coverage
area were split on the change ~ two In favor
{Schooleraft College coach Rocky Watklns and
Orchard Lake St. Mary's coach Tim Domke), and two
agatnst (Oakland Unlversity coach Greg Kampe and
Oakland Community College coach Lynn Reed).

The reasoning of each coach was, well, reasonable.
But understand, each also had his own, personal
incentive. OU's Kampe, for examp)e, has worked to
build a big, strong team capable of deminating in the
paint. Now that his goal Is within reach, the game Is
being taken away from the blg men and given to the
Jump shoater. .

OLSM and SC are known for strong perlmeter
shootIng. Getting three points fer their jumpers
instead of two will greatly enhance their victory
chances.

LOST IN THE argument is recrulting. Blg, strong
players are still in demand, but thelr value has
dipped slightly. And the guards most teams sought
before were at thelr best driving to the hoop. No
more. Why drive whza a 2d-footer will carn three?

Nate, too, why a player like North Farmington's
Rick Anderson remalned unsigned for so long. Before
the change, Anderson was bordesline Diviston 1. But
his strengths — namely, 6-foot-5 height coupled with
& great outside shot — increased his value. Eastern
Michlgan finatly won a drawn-out battle for
Anderson, beating out Kent State, Bowling Green and
Western Michigan.

Qne point all four local coaches did agree on, and 1
with them: The three-point line Is much too close,
Moving it back to 21 feet would be more reasonable.
There's going to be a ot of Spud Webb-type heroes
next year, -7 guys hitting from less than 20 feet,

Defenses will suffer, too, and that's a shame, No
one can afford to play a zone wlth a three-point shot
available. My feellng is the change takes away part
of the attractlon of college basketball. What
separated the NCAA game from the pros was
defense.

CHANGE NO. 2: Look for the Michlgan High
School Athletie Associatlon (MHSAA) to adopt a
revised foatball playoff format in the next two

fick has to attend
Michigan University next fall. The North
senior chose EMU over Western Michigan,
Kent State and Bowling Green.

I1eel very lucky fo have
beem'in the position | was
in — héving a choice.
between'sctiools. To: .. .-
have four schools =~ '~
. _interested in.me, I mean, .
. alotof guys don'tgef-.
_ anyone looking at the O3
* I'm grateful, but 'm also ..
“‘very relieved it’s'over.’ . .
: ~~Rick Anderson :

RS
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"limb by saying this: Rick Anderson

‘Y‘m a Huron’
North Farmington’s Anderson -
selects Eastern over 3 others

By Chris McCosky
staff writer

With one quick, short sentence
Rick Anderson removed a tremen-
dous welght off his shoulders and
made another man very happy.

“Coach, I'm a Huron.”

‘That was all it took for Ander-
son, the two-time All-Arca basket-
ball star from North Farmington,
to make Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity bagketball coach Ben Braun's
day,

- S don't think I'm going

Baptist, David Clum out of Flat:
Rock and Brlan Nolan out of

the most sought-after
«basketball player in Observeriand,
was caught in the middle of an in-
tense but very clean recrulting war
between Eastern, Western Michl-
gan, Kent State and‘Bowling Green
— all NCAA Dlvision 1 Mid-Amer-
clan Conference schools.
¥Oh, man, we're very happy,”
said Braun, who became EMU's
head coach on an interim basis af-
ter Jim Boyce regigned mldway
through last season, Braun was gly-
en the job outright last month, :
*I don't think I'm golng cut ona .

can pass the ball. We
especially like the fact
that he's a.team- -
orlented player. We're -
impressed with so
many things about
Rick, you could write
book.” . '

— EMU coach

Ben Braun .

g 2 Heights, was"

out on a limb by saying ready to sign on. S
this: Rick Anderson “Gelting those guys might have
has the most potential swayed me more than anything,”
. ot ” Anderson said, “I've gotten to know

of anyone we've them a Jttle and they are good*
signed, and we've . guy;. Brian Nolan gllf 6-9, 235, I'm-

ready to go through the program!,

elgned some good . with him, Having a blg guy on the*
recruits. He's a good floor will make it casler for me” |
n & ‘Thus, Anderson Is a Huron, He Is
shooter with both flattered by the recrulting at-

i range who tention and glad itz finally over,

“Lfeel very lucky to have been in
the position I was in — having a
chofce between schools,” he sald.
“To have four schools interested in
me, I mean, a lot of guys don't get -
anyone looking at them. I'm grate.
ful, but I'm also very relieved it's,
over. At first it was fun, all the

+ .phoncs calls and letters. But when

it got down to the last three weeks,
I was getting 20 calls a day. I was .
actually losing sleep over it. I'd go
10 bed at 11 p.m. and just lay there
staring at the clock.”

has the most patential of anyene
we've signed, and we've signed
some good recruits,” he sald. “He's
a good shooter with tremendous
range who can pass the ball, We es-
peclally llke the fact that he's a
team-orlented player. We're im-
pressed with So many things about
Rick, you cauld write a book,”

ANOTHER ASPECT of Ander-
son that will soon Impress Braun is
the young man's level-headed, ma-
ture -approach to pressure situa.
tons. Braun got a gllmpse of that
while scouting Anderson through-
cut the scason. Anderson was a
marked man throughout his senlor
year, often drawing two and three
defenders. Anderson responded by
averaging 19 polnts and 13 re-
bounds per game, He shot 49 per-
cent from the floor, g

But Anderson showed ie full
force of his maturlty throvghout
the recruiting war.

“Coach (Tom) Negoshian, my
parents and 1 sat down Wednesday
night to talk things out,” Anderson
sald. “We ended up tatking for
three haurs. Bastcally, what we did
was sort everything out Into three
sections: basketball, academics and
social ife. Then we talked about
the four schools’ strengths and
weaknesses In those areas,

“The academle portion was
equal, Basically, I would get a good
at anyone of those four

weeks. The one drawing most favarable .
would keep the expanded version (16 teams per class,
instead of eight), with the ninth game as the flrst
round of playoffs.

As you may recall, both last year and this year the
calendar had an extra week In the season, s0 an extra
week of playolfs could he added without altering the
regular season or the Saturday-after-Thanksgiving
date for the finals. That changes in 1987,

The MHSAA has to make a decislon for 1987, and
the ane favored by their playoff commiltee is finc.
The alternatlves were apening the season a week
earller — but that's befare Labor Day and ofttimes
prior to the start of school — or going back to the
eight-team format. )

‘THE PLAN endorsed by the playoff i
’| wauld have teams qualify for the state playoffs after

cight games. Whoever they scheduled as thelr ninth-
game opponents would then play each other,
One problem with this plan is Its interfercnce with
the playof{ formals for the Catholle League and
Western Lakes Activitics Association, which
normally play thelr champlonships on the ninth
week. That ean be circumvented by opening league
play a weck earlicr and eliminating an early-season
ron-league opponent, . .
Ilike this change. And in an MIISAA survey of the
schoals that partlcipated in the expanded playoffs
last year, the consensus was strongly (roughly two-
to-one) In favor of keeping the 16-tcam-per-clasg
farmat.
CHANGE NO. 3; OK, so there isn’t a major
clamorlng among state high school baseball coaches
to follaw the Catholle League's examiple and switch
toa 3-2 rule. I think there should be.
Arguments against range from it Isn't true
baseball — the rule allows three balts for a watk and
two sirikes for a strikeout — to that it wouldn't
make any dlfference,

~ Ihave to betleve It vrould. Games certainly would
be shorter, and In Michigan's unpredictable weather
that would be a blessing. It would be particularly
'] Benedlctal in after-school double-hcaders; where
darkncss sometimes intervenes,

- 1think the number of walks would decrease, too,
| Batters would have to be more aggressive.-

BUT THE GREATEST bencfit would be to'the
pitchers,

A 3-2 rule would save pliches, which In turn would
reduce the strain on young arms,

It's something worth consldering,

schools. The soclal thing, well, 1
Just figure that wherever you go
it's up to you to get as much out of
itas you can, If I'want to have fun,

T will

SO THAT left it up to the basket-
ball programs to win or lose An-
derson,

“Baslcally, I was looking at what
type of kids were in the program
and what kind were comlng in and
what kind of coach was there, I fig-
ured that this was golng to be my
family for the next four years; I'il
be basleally living with those 12 or
15 guys for the next four years,

Anderson hit'it off immedlately
with bath the current Huron play-
crs and the incoming freshmen.

“Our players toak to Rick right
away,” Braun sald. “I've scen many
situations where current players
shy away from recrults, bist these
guys really warmed up to Rick.”

‘The two things, though, that may
have iced Anderson’s decislon were
the hlring of Braun and the three
other EMU recrults.

“When coach Braun got the job,

- that really helped,” Anderson sald,

“He was the one who recruited me,
he was at just about 21l my games.
I really respect him, He's a terrific

‘guy. the kind of guy I could play
or,”

, AND WHEN Braun signed Brad
Soucte out of Allen Park Inter City

‘THE BIDDING for Andersan in-
tensified after the NCAA instituted
a three-polnt shot rule. Anderson is
6-5 with deadly long-range shooting
accuracy, : ;

“With his size advantage, he'l) be
able to shoot over the smaller
guards. And his range, he's a zone- |
buster. He proved that last year,™:

raun said, v

i

But it is not likely that Anderson;
will step right into a starting rolat
at tern, Braun graduated just
one starter off last year's squad:
point guard Percy Coaper. i

“How much Rlck plays next year !
1s niot up to me,” Braun sald. “T al-
ways believe that the players de-
cide how much they play. Strength!
will be his biggest nd]ustmen!n!
He'!l have to improve his strength.:
But wiih his work ethle, he should'
nat have a problem making the ad.
Justment.” :

Anderson will be playing behind!,
two standout MAC players next':
year In Mike McCasklt (Southfleld) ;
and Léwls Scott (Bishop Borgess)!!
.~ both wing players in Braun's of-)
fensive gystem, N

“Those two (Scott and McCaski
will be among the top players in;,
the league next year. Playingil
agalnst those guys in practice can'!
only make Rick that much better,"’
Braun sald. i

OUsports '
OU recruits
Alaskan star

The bigger, the better — that's the strategy In Oak-
land University basketball coach Greg Kampe's eurrent
recruiting sesslon. .

The Ploncers were victimized during Kampe's first
two years a3 conch because of thelr lack of size, That
shouldn't be a problem In the next few years, .

Jolning a class that already Includes players 6-foot-5,
6-4 and 6-3 will be 6-8, 240-pound Skip Townsend, it was
announced Tuesday, | .

Townsend starred at Anchorage Bartlett Righ School

In Alaska. He helped lead Bartlett to the state cham.

plonship, and was sclected to the all-state tournament
team. As a senlor, Townsend averaged 12.7 points, 7.2
veboundd and three blocks, and connecled an 52 pereent
of his floor shots. . -, T

Townsend caught Kampe's cye at several .summer
basketball camps. He visited OU and, later, verbally
committed. School officials had been walting to recelve
his national letter of intent in the mail.

OU WOMEN'S COACH Bob Taylor has also been
busy, Taylor, who recently was seleeted to succeed Sue
Kr has recelved from a pair of

Class D all-staters — Hastings’ forward Amy Atkinson .

and Troy Zlon Christian guard Dawn Lichty.

Atkiuscy, 5-9, averaged 19.2 polnts, 10 rebounds, four
assists and four steals for Hastings, whlch reached the
state quarterfinals before flnishing 19-4, She was an all-
state selectlon in both her Junior and senfor scasens.

Lichty, 5.8, was recruited by Kruszewski and had ver-
bally: committed before the coaching change. Alter
speaking with Taylor, Lichty declded to remain with
ou.

— C.1. Risak
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Thoughtwere

3 Days Only!! - Quantities limited

Truck Load Sale!!

If you've been looking for those hard to find bargalns for your

parsonal computer, comae to Computer Connaction in Farmington Hills -
this Thursday, Friday and Saturday and SAVE a bundle on names like-

MONGERAM™  @Lotus’
Epson’ INFOCOMN 27

Farmington Hilis
Store Only!!

iy

Software from '

el put youin control.
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COMPUTER
CONNECTION
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AP Earmington Hills .
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249?31;“ 38437 Grand River mnx_nn Arbor Rood
{617)694-4594 (313)477-4470 {313)455-2983
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