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Taxpayers also pay when the fire
department must respond to extln-
Buish a mallciously set flre. And they
pay in mental anguish when personal
property is maliciously burned or
when 2 famlly member or co-worker
is injured or dics in an arson fire.

Injuries also can result in Jong-
term costs involving burn care and
reconstructive surgery. And proper-
ty damage can blight a ncighbor-
hood, affecting property values, he
added,

AT LEAST half of all actua) fires
in Farmington Hills during the last
five years — other than grass or
dumpster fires — were labeled ar-
son, suspected arson or suspicious,
Baldwin sald,

In 1985, there were 33 such fires,
with a related dollar loss of
$431,285. The year before, 73 fires
snch fires were logged, with a relat-
ed dollar loss of $356,610.

Of the 33 such fires last year, 17
invalved vehicles. Vehieles are more
apt to be torched when their owners
are in debt. Says Baldwin: “People
find the value of the car is not as
great as the money they owe, or are
having trouble with the car and can’t
sell it. So, in essence, they sell it to
the insurance company to get some
value out of it.”

Through mid-Apri} of this year, 15
arson, suspected arson or suspicious
fires resulted in a property loss of
§702,000. Damage ir a blaze at the
Big Boy Restaurant on Halsted was
ustimated at $600,000, Baldwin said.

In Farmington, arson, suspected
arsen or suspicious fires totaled
thie in both 1985 and 1984 -~ com-
pired to actual fires of 58 and 57,
respectively. The related dellar loss
was $10,000 in 1985 and $500 in 1984,
No such fires have been reported
this year.

A lack of undeveloped places is
why Farmington experiences few
vehiele fires. “With every arca of
our three square miles built up, you

Arson Awareness Week

just don't have the privacy to do
that,” Wigglns said.

IN HIS cxccutlve declaratlon of
Arson  Awareness Week, Gov.
Blanchard underscored that arson
can only be stopped when people
recognize the (hreat It poses.

“Cities, communlties and neigh-
borhoods are blighted by arson fires
by erosion of the tax base and the
loss of employment. Our cducational
system can be disrupted and frre-
placeable historica) buildings and
artifacts can be destroyed as a result
of the erime of arson, Natural re-
sources can be rendered useless for
long periods of time. And countless
human deaths and injurles are need-
less tragedies,” he wrote,

‘The governor pralsed the efforts
of the Michlgan Arson Prevention
Commlttee’s 11-year-old arson con-
trol reward program.

A reward of up to $2,000 will be
patd for information leading to the
arrest or convictlon of arsonlsts.
Anonymous Informants are wel-
come. Representatlves of law en-
forcement agencles, flre depart-
ments and Insurance companics are
not eligible for rewards.

Suspicious or untusual actlvity that

could be {lre-related can be relayed
to elther the fire department serving
your area or to the State Arson Con-
trol Center: 1-800-44-ARSON. Nearly
$125,000 in reward money has been
pald to tipsters.

“WE CAN come In as a fire de-
partment to determine that the
cause of a fire was arson, but we still
require informatlon about Individy-
als who may be Involved,” Baldwin
said,

“We stlll need witnesses to tle in
an indlvidual who might have sct the
fire or who might have had a strong

motive for setling the fire. Unless,

we have evidence agalnst an individ-
ual, we can't prosecute.”

Wiggins polnted out that bystan-
ders often arrive at a fire before the
fire department. "And they might
see someone around a bullding or a
vehlcle leaving — something suspi-
cious,” hesald,

“Even during a fire,” he added,
“bystanders have given valuable fn-
formation that the firclighters, obvl-
ously preoceupled, missed.

*'People sometimes see things they
don't think are important but which
may be the missing plece of evl-
dence needed to solve a case.”

Call is out for volunteers

To paraphrase a slogan, the Amer-
ican Red Cross, Southeastern Michi-
gan Chapter Js looking for a few
guod kids.

1f you are between the ages of 14
and 17 and enjoy meeting and work-
ing with peeple, want to serve your
community or explore career appor-
tunities, Red Cross has a place for
you In its youth services program.

Have you ever ihkcught abeut
waorking with handicapped children
or adults? As a Red Cross youth val-
unteer with the Easter Seal Camps,
you can do just that, Camp activities
include: assisting  with outdoor
games, crafts or on fleld trips to
places Hke Baoblo Island, the Belle

Isle Zoo or the Detroit Institute of
Arts,

Da you like to clown around? As a
Red Cross youth volunteer, you can
be a member of a clown troop, enter.
tuining people and inspiring smiles.

EVER THOUGHT about becom-
ing a doctor or nurse? Red Cross can
place you in a hospital or nursing
home to ebscrve what they do by vo-
lunteering with them side-by-side.

These are just three cxamples of
the many volunteer opporlunitics
Red Cross offers young people In the
tri-caunty area, Other include: as.
sisting at a blood collection center, a
day care center. or a senior eltlzen

center. Red Cross youth volunteers
telephone donors for speclal blood
needs, perform clerical duties, or tu-
tor children with reading problems.

Youth can choose to vélunteer
from onc to three days a week,
working flve to six hours per day in
the area they choose. All assign-
ments are on a [flrst.come, flrst-
served basls.

Volunteers are signing up now for
summer placement. For more infor-
mation about becoming a youth vol-
unteer, call Red Cross in Wayne
County at 494.2858, in Macomb
County at 778-5600 and In Oakland
Ceunty at 3343575,
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A Michigan Arson Committee arson control roward program poster.

O News that's closer to home & News that's closer to home @ News that's ¢

DESIGNER
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Jacobson’s

Meet necklace designer

Jeanne Hackeft . .
May 9, 41 a.m.-5 p.m.

Fashion Jewelry, Birmingham
See the colorful and creative

necklaces of Birmingham
designer Jeannse Hackett.
Innovative mixes of beads,
pendants, and antique
collectibles. Primitive

fo semi-precious
“avant-garde”

in design.

Wo welcome Jacobson’s Chargo Card or The American Expsess® Card.

Shop until 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Until 8 p.m. on Menday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday .
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Fashi est For Less

STUDENTS’ AND BOYS’
PREWASHED JEANS

e |
BOYS’ PREWASHED DENIM
JACKETS

Great transitional

$19 99 outerwear in 100%

REE. ,’29_99 cotton, Sizes 1220,
GUYS’ PREWIS\SHlElD JI%_ANS
s lr{:{! it e ?“. ing in

16.99 ai
?lEUAY'I%éSTRIPED DENIM
$ Choose prewashed or

;ﬁ,l;)).q;'(?'aslmd in sizes

REG. '.27,99
GUYS’ STRETCH DENIM
JEANS

$ 19 '99 Super fit ESP+ stretch

REG. $2¢.44

denim in sizes 32-40.

GALS’ LONDON RIDER
JEANS Strined o sofid den
$19 .99 s s enim

REG. $28.99

VISA* and Mastercard® accepled.
Prices sood through Saturday, May 100, 1984,

GUYS’ WILD WHEAT* AND
KABOS* OUTERWEAR

0/ UFF  Roomy and comfartable et a
1} scasonal outerwear in 2R KA )
TICKETED PRICE sizes S K. Clothes You Live In
* TEL-TWELVE MALL NEXT TO MELJER® ON: :

* WESTLAND MALL * FORD ROAD AT CANTON CENTER
¢ NEXT TO MEIJER® IN ROYAL OAK » PARDEE AT EUREKA IN TAYLOR R




