Throwing out the first pitch
was Eddle’s honor down at
Tiger stadium In 1982,

News veteran Eddie E

The Stroller is gone, .

Wilson Wllilam “Eddic" Edgar,
88, a Journalist whose name was sy-
nonomous with Detroit-area sporting
cvents for half a century and a re-
porter and fixture of suburban jour-
nallsm for 70 years died Sunday af-
ternoon in St. Mary's Hospltal, in
Livonla.

He had been hospltallzed since
April 30, He dled of heart fallure and
complications from surgery, accord-
Ing to Sister Mary Modesta, presi-
dent of St. Mary Hospital.

WorkIng for the Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers for the past 22-
years, Edgar was best known for his
colummn, The Stroller, in which he
made observations about the subur-
ban scene, He also served as a re-
porter and cdltor at the newspaper.

HE WAS s0 well known that when
calling news sources, he ldentified
himself only as “Eddic from the pa-

er.”

Before coming te the O&E, he
worked at the Detroit Free Press, in-
cluding a stint as sports editor. He
teft the Free Press In 1948 1o be-
come executlve sceretary of the De-
troit Bowling Proprictors Assocla-

tion and Lo organize a state bowling
associatlon,

A 4B-year resldent of Livonla, he
played a lcading role In that clty's
incorporation In 1950 and was the
vice president of the flrst Llvenia
Clty Council.

He also was a longstanding mem-
ber of the Plymouth Rotary. where
he was honored In 1976 as the “fron-
man of journalism.”

“Eddic not only helped make the
Ohserver and Eccentric Newspapers
what they are teday,” saild O&E
chalrman Philip Power, “but he also
helped make the suburbs what they
are today, I can think of nobody who
combines personal drive, journallse
tie verve and clvic Involvement in
the way that Eddic did."

dgar was among - those instru-
mental in initiating the “slster city”
exchange with Plymouth, England,
and has been a major flxture since in
keeping allve that relatlonship.

In 1977, the city of Llventa re-
named its sports arena after Edgar,
He was honored as Livonia's First
Citlzen In 1978,

“WE ALL will miss Eddie, For
years we've been treated to his sto-

Leona, Eddie’s wife of nearly 58 yoars, was al-
ways thera to shoro tho Joy and happiness.

A young Wilson W, “"Eddle™ Edgar came to De-
troit from Pennsylvania In 1824 to begin work

5

at the Delrolt Froe Press, In 1984, at the age of -
67, ha joinod the Observer papers.

ries of sports legends,” sald manag-
Ing editor Steve Barnaby.

“A much younger staff always
was amazed at Eddie's energy and
determination to remain an actlve
reporter, He truly Is to be admired,”
said Barnaby.

Alter suffering a heart attack ear-
lier this year, Edgar returned to
waork just days later and wrote a col-
umn about his experlence.

Edgar decided on retirement only
tast month. He was the oldest work-
Ing journallst in the state.

Learning {rom his doctors that he
only had a short thme to live, Eddle
told his colleagues, “I just want to go
home and spend a little time in my
garden. I've got a beautiful place,
you know.”

A member of the Michlgan Ama-
teur Sports Hall of Fame, the Mlichi.
gan Media Hali of Fame and the De-
troit Bowling Hall of Fame, Edgar
for many years covered and devels
oped {ricndshlps with prominent
state and natlonal sports figures.

For ycars, Edgar took to the
luncheon and dinner cireuits telling
stories about Heavywelght Boxing
champion Joc Louis and boat raclng
champlon Gar Wood,
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“A conversation with Eddie over a
cup of coffee would caslly mean a
story about onc of many sports
greats — Ty Cobb, Mickey Co-
chrane, Schoolboy Rowe, Knute
Rockne,” said OXE photographer
Art Emanucle, a close friend of
Edgar's.

Emanuele noted that Edgar and,
him had met for years in the cafete-
ria calling themselves the 9:14 club,
“becatise we always met at 8:14 in
the mornlng.”

EDGAR WAS especially proud of
his Tiger bascball openlng day
record, This year he marked his 63rd
consecutive Tiger opener,

But Edgar admitted that hls very
fivst Tiger opencr was his biggest
thrlil,

dgar dies at 88: {g

In a recent column he recalled
that chilly afternoon when “this ro-
tund disciple of Pennsylvania Dutch
heritage climbed the ladder and
crasscd on a cat walk to his place In
the Tigers press box for the first

time,

“Never can he forget hls first sight
of the immortal Ty Cobb swinging
three bats as he walked to the plate
for his first time at bat,

“Oh, there has been many a thrill-
Ing moment while seated high up in
the press box. But thrilling as they
were, none ever will match the joy-
ous and almost unbelievable theill he
had on hls {flrst trip to this seventh
heaven of sports writers.”

FOR MORE than 20 ycars he
broadeast bowllng matches over ra-
dio station WJR. He is generally
credited with making bowling a pop-
ular sport in the Detroit area.

In 1920, he became a reporter
with the Catasauqua Dispatch In
Pennsylvania, He moved to Allen-
town, Pa,, the next year.

His 1924 move to the Free Press

. Edgar thought Guest was telling hlm

e

took place because’ of a misunder-
standing during a conversation with
poct and Frce Press employee
Edgar Guest, who was visiting Alle
town,

“Try the Free Press,” Guest told.
hlm, meaning try reading the paper.

,to apply for a job.

Guest found Edgar sltting on the
steps of the Free Press when he re-
turned to Detrolt. He stayed with the
Free Press for 25 years,

Edgar became a Livonta resident
in 1938.when the community wWas e
still a townshlp with 8,000 residents. 3
Besldes serving as a charter com-""
missloner, he helped develop the
Livonta Chamber of Commerce, St.
Mary Hospital and Madonna College.

Although forced to leave high “x
‘school before graduating because of -
his father’s death, Edgar recelved an
honorary diploma frem Garden Clty
West High School in 1873, In 1982 he =
received an honorary. associate of i
;n'ls degree from -Scheolcraft Col-.

ege.- N

In 1979 Edgar and his wife, Leona,
were made honorary cltizens of
Piymouth. Edgar marrled Leana in-
1028, They have llved on’ Grove "
Street In Livonia for the last 48

cars. s

Funeral services will be at 1 pm. *
‘Thursday In Schrader Funcral Home
in downtown Plymouth and St.
Matthew United Methodist Church in
Livonla, Friends may visit from 7-9
p-m. Monday and frem 3-5 p.m. and
7-9 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday, A .
Masonle tribute is scheduled at 8 |
p.m. Wednesday. Burial wiil be in
Parkview Cemetery in Livonla.

Memorial contributions may be
sent to the new Intensive eare unit at
St. Mary Hospltal, 36475 Flve Mile,

ivonia, Mich. 48150.
Edgar Is survived by his wife,

——

Joe Louls, Detrolt's “Brown Bomber,” one of the greatest
heavyweight fighters, had grest holp along the w.y rom one o!

and closest
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“DIMENSIONS" SATIN STRIPED TABLE LINENS BY TIMELY

Soll r

dusty green, du;ty rose,

't press polys

gray, taupe, navy, wedgwood blue, whits,
peach, yellow or pink; 52""sq., $13; 52x70"'ab. or ov., $18;

60x86''ab. or ov., $24; 60x106"ob. or ov., $28; 60x126"ob. o ov,, $34;

70"rd., $26. Matching napkins enhance the over-all setting, 2.60 each.

- Jacobson’s

Belge, seafoam,

Wo wolcome Jacobson's Charge Card or The Amorican Exproas® Card: .

Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Until 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuosaday, Wodgonuay and Saturday .
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