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Western Lakes track tit

Girls title
there for
the taking

By Chris McCouaky
staft writer

Livonian Stevenson’s glrls track
team is ranked No. 1 in Observer-
land. Unbeaten In dual meets, It Is
1he champion of the Western Lakes

- Lakes Divislon. And it won the Ob-
“ serverland meet.

. So let's not fool around. Let's
- crown the Spartans Western Lakes
“ champs right now and forget about
» Wednesday's 12-team league mect at
- Walted Lake Central. Just rubber

stamp it, it's a mere formality.

Uli, not exactly.

“1 don't see It that way at all,” sald
* Paul Holmberg, Stevenson coach, “I
. don't see any clear-cut faverite. We
+ won on our depth, we get the seconds
Zand thirds and our share of firsts.
. But those people whe were getting
+ {irsts In dua) meets may find It very
- hard to score points in a 12-team
. meet.”

s point 1s well taken, The West-
“ern Lakes meet will cenhance the
. chances of teams with premier indi-

vidual talent. Teams like Westland
* Jehn Glenn, which had great difficul-
ty winning dual meets, will likely
»score well Wednesday. Why? Be-
- cause a sterling performer llke
Karen Opp alone can win her tecam
40 points.

“BUT 40 points won't win the
league mect,” advises Plymouth
Canton coach George Pryzgodskl,
whose team won the Western DIvi-
slon tltle and is among the favarites
to win Wednesday.

“First-place fircpower s definlte-

* ly golng to decide this meet, but for

- Glenn to win, Karen Opp Is golng to
have to run in 10 events,” he said.
“This could be the closest league
meet ever. You know, I Iook at this
thing and we may not score in six
events. We have just an outslde
chance at winning.”

If the two division champs are
leary of their chances, who can win
it?

Realistically, any of six or seven
1eams, Stevenson, Canton and North
Farmington top the list. Livonia
Franklin, Livonia Churchill, Plym-
outh Salem and cven Farmington
could make a run at It

The indlviduals will decide the is-
sue, so here's a look at the top people
in cach event:

Shot put: Good battle here be-
- tween Nancy Cothran of North, Sta.
- ¢y Graham of Glenn and Patt! Bran-
< don of Franklin,
. Discus: Brandon and Cothran will
-score, but Satem's Karen Marelnlak
will be the one to beat,
;. High jump: Angte Miller of Canton
-and Tammy Spengler of North have
.both reached 5-0 this year. Walled

A

Craig

k. a rog in the
shot put and state qualitier in the diacue, will

be among the leaders for Farmington at the

Lake Western's Pam Rosclle was a
regional champ at 5-2.

Long Jump: Kathy Long of Steven-
son has been at the (op of this event
all season. She'll be challenged by
Canton's Sherry Figurski, Franklin's
Lisa Domlnato, Daniclle Price of
Western and Opp.

100-meter hurdles: Dominato and
Stevenson's Karen Mitlen are the top
guns here. Salem’s Amy Johnson will
also challenge.

300 hurdles: Farmington's Lor|
Casaroll and Millen have recorded
the lowest times in the league to
-date,

100 dnsh: Long and Amy Hollman
glve Stevenson outstanding point po-
tential here. Keep an eye on Dena
Head of Salem.

200 dash: North Farmingten’s
Spengler twins, Terry and Tammy,
could do serlous damage. Michelte
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" Harrison Junlor Mark Schmidt fired a no-hitter at Fenton in a
Class B predistrict contest Friday. He walked five and struck
out one. Harrison advancus to the district round at Doxter Sat-

urdny.

Jablonski of Western will also be In
the hunt.

400 dnsh: This Is Karen Opp's race,
She is the only Observeriand runner
to erack 1:00.00 In this event so far,
Ttlela Carney of Canton and Julie
Garczynski of North have the unen-
viable task of chasing her,

800 run: Opp has the area's best
time here, also. Suzanne Moore of
Stevenson, Carol Sulick of Churchilt
and Anna Quenncville of Farming-
ton will all be In the chase.

1,600 run; Jenny Anderson of
Farmington Harrlson has emerged
as the class of thls event with her
stunning 5:19.3 run at the Class B re-
gional, Karen Kantor and Shella
Taormina of Stevenson and Marie
Jarosz of Canton witl give her a good
run.

3,200 run: Anderson agaln has the
top time (11:47.8). Rachel Mann of

les on line

~ Farmington boys
- among favorites

" RANDY BORST/atat photograsher

Western Lokea boys track and field meet
Wednesday at Livonia Churchlll,

Canton, Kantor, Ginger Rowland of
Glenn, Michele Economou of Steven-
son, Nicole Jelley of Farmington and
Donna Chuba of Nerth are all con-
tenders here.

400 relay: Up for grabs, Plymouth
Salem has a real good team (52.3),
Stevenson can put together a good
one, so can Walled Lake Western and

Tih.

800 retoy: North Farmington's
race here. Salem, Stevenson and
Franklln could also do well.

1,600 relay: Harrison has done
4:16.3 here, A repeat of that would
be hard to beat.

By Chris McCosky
staft writer

One coach will sceretly tell you
that Livonia Churchill Is the team to
beat Wednesday at the Western
Lakes boys track meet.

Anather will tell you to keep your
cyes on North Farmington. Still an.
other will say Farmington and
Plymouth Canton are the favorites.

Nobody really knows, and that Is
the beauty of Wednesday's confer-
ence meet at Churchlil,

“This s the most balance I have
ever seen in this meet,” sald Plym-
outh Salem coach Gary Balconi,
whose team shouldn't be overlooked
in the st of contenders,

“Any one of flve teams could win
this meet,” said North Farmington
coach Dave Thorne. “It all depends
on who does what to who,”

Farmington, the champlons of the
Lakes Dlvision, and Canton, champs
of the Western Division and the Ob-

High fump: Steve Genyk has
jumped 6-3 for Canton this year, but

* Churchlil's Jim Rintilta will be hard

to beat here,

Long Jump: Canton's Tyrone

Reeves should win thls event. The
regional champ has the area's Jong-
est leap with o 22-3%. Teammate
Roger Trice also will score highly
here, -
Pole vault: Churchitl could go 1-2
here wlth Etic Brandemlh] and Eric
Gudeman, Salem's Ron Piwko could
be a surprise, as cauld Andy Holliday
of Farmington and Eric Wise of Har-
rison.

100-meter dash: Scott Selzer of
North Farmington and Salem’s Bri-
an Neuhardt both have run 10.9 this
year. Harrison's Aaron Yaverski
atso whl challenge.

200 dask: Selzer and Neuhardt
have the top times, although Neu.
hardt will most lkely run the 400.
Yaverski and Canton’s Brian Carney
also may be factors,

400 dash: Neuhardt Is a reglonal
champ In this eMvcnl and should win it

ar)

serverland meet, are d to be
frontrunners Wednesday. The teams
are loaded with depth and have top-
llne i..dividual competitors.

North Farmington esses the
league's best sprint team and one of
the top field-event teams. They also
have a strong distance runner in
Kirk Armstrong.

CHURCHILL IS an extremely
deep team, but short on flest-place-
caliber individuals (with the excep-
tion of pole vault and high jump).

“Don’t count us out,” sald Balconl.
“We'll kick and scratch and if any-

rone messes up, hopefully we'll be

ready to step in, We're going to gam-
ble. When you do that you can elther
win it all or go broke. We feel we
hkave nothing to lose.”

An Intangible factor which could
affect the outcome of the meet is the
state meet, scheduled for Saturday,
two short days after the league
meet,

Some coaches, llke Farmington's
Dave Catherman and Thorne, may
have to declde to limit the activity of
their front-line people.

Here 1s a look at the top competi.
tors In each event. Keep in mind that
this was done prior to the meet’s
sceding meeting. This listing Is based
primarily on the Observerland list-
ings complled by Churchill coach
Fred Price.

Shot put: 'A regl war here between *

3,200 relay: {9:54.3) and
Canton {9:56.0) will stage a nlce race
in this one.

‘The fleld events wiit begin at 3:30
pm. with track prellminarles at 4
p.m. Track finals are scheduled for 6
pm.

Hawks’ Schmidt

Mark Schmidt saw one carlier in
the seasan and decided he'd Thke to
try one Friday in Farmington Harr}-
son's Class B predistrict baseball

ame.

Schmldt, who was one the losing
end of Adam Kocik’s no-hitter In a
game against Plymouth Canton cay-
lier this season, threw one of his own
as the Hawks blanked Fenton, 10-0.

Harrlson {11-12) goes on to district
play Saturday at Dexter.

And Schmldt's curve ball Is what
helped get the Hawks there. In slx
Innings' work, he watked five and
struck out one.

“He's a curve ball pitcher,” said
Harrison coach John Herrlngton of
the junior right-handed pltcher. “He
kept the ball down.”

Harrison backed up the no-hit bid
with some excellent flelding, turning
four double plays. .

Sam Rincer helped out at the
plate, connecting for three hits,
Rincer’s three-run triple fueled a
four-run rally by the Hawks in the
slxth innlng.

Harrison, with a ninc-hlt attack,
posted a three-run lead after the
first two innings. The Hawks added
seven runs In the final two Innings to
make it a rout.

FARMINGTON 4, W.L. CEN-
TRAL 3: Friday, the Falcons
snapped an 18-game losing streak
against Walled Lake Central in a
Class A predistrict game.

And it couldn't have come at a bet-

s Cralg F
North's Wes Pringle and Franklin's
Chris Forry.

Discus: Agaln, Petersmark and
Pringle battle, with Stevenson's
Matt Pullck and Westland John
Glenn's Harold Lovelace,

hurls no

baseball

ter time as Farmlington (2-18-1} ad-
vances to the distrlet round Saturday
ogalnst the Wailled Loke Western-
Northvlite winner at Walled Lake
Western,

Agairist Walled Lake Central, the
Falcons used a little seventh.inning
magic to trjumph. Steve Howell
knocked In the winning run on a sin-
gle that scored Chris Boyee from

nd.
Boyce reached on a fielders’
cholee and then stole second to set

of
North and Jim Young of Canton
could give a battle here,

800 run: Farmington's Al Stebbins
would win this event if he ran it; his
best time of 1:57.7 easily tops the
league. But Catherman may use him
in the 1,600 only. Glenn's Kyle Szu-
kaitls, Harrison’s Chad Burgess,
Franklin's Scott Butler and Steven-
son's Matt Gerwols could challenge,

1,600 run: Stebbins'is a regtonal
champ here. Hls 4:20.0 tops Ob-
serverland, North's Kirk' Armstrong,
Glenn's Dan Liedel and Churchill’s
Rob Annett also are very good kere,

8,200 rup: Chris Inch of Farming.
ton owns this one. The reglonal
champ has been as good as 9:25.2 in
this cvent, Liedel and Armstrong
will chase,

110 high hurdles: Canton is awful.
y good here with Bryan Whiteley
and Dan Houdek. North's Chrls
Wojtowycz should score as well.

300 low bordles: Salem (Chris
Hill), Canton (Houdek) and North
(Wojtowyez) will score here.

400 relay: Give it to North. The res
gional champs went 43,5 at Hazel
Park, Canton and Salem chasc.

800 relay: Salem, Canton and
Franklin are 2-3-4 in Observerland.

1,600 relay: Agaln, Salem and Can-
ton but Farmington, North and
Churchill could put together strong
teams,

3,200 relay: If Farmlngton wants
to, 1t can win thls one going away.
The Falcons have run an 8:07.3 this
season. Harrison also has a good
team, as does Churchlll.

Field events will commence at
3:15 p.m. with the track prelimlnar-
ies at 5 pam, The flnals wlll begln at

.

-hitter .

up the winnlng run.

Eric Green had a pair of defensive
gems, throwlng out runners at home
from center ficld In both the flrst
and sixth (nnings. The plays were
crucial as Walled Lake Central came
back In the fifth with three runs to
tie the score, 3-3.

Bob Curtis was the winning pltch-
cr, striking out six and altowing flve
hits.

B.H. ANDOVER 4, N, FARMING.
TON 0: The Ralders cauld muster
just two hits as Bloomtleld Hills An-
dover won the Class A predistrict
game,

Bryan Bosscawcn and Trent Hiner
had the two hits for North Farming-
ton (11-11). -

Mercy pounds Falcons; Raiders ousted

Farmington Hllls Mercy was
rough on Farmington Friday in a
predistrict softball game.

‘The Marlins had the Falcons call-
ing uncle after five Innings, winning
14-0 In a mercy-rule-shortened con.
test.

Merey will advance to the district
round of the Class A stale tourna.
ment Saturday at Southfleld Civie
Center, where the Marlins play
Southfield at 10 am. The winner of
that eantest plays the winner of the

Livonla Livunla Franklin
game at noon,

Mercy (21-1) rapped out 13 hits,
Flve players had had two hits each:
Michelle Fryatt, Amy Edwards, Ter-
ri Nolodka, Kristin Orlandonl and
Linda Raymond. The Marlins scored
flve runs in the fourth to put the
game away.

“They bunted us crazy,” sald
Farmington coach Rich Roy. “They
did what they wanled.”

Nalodka and Edwards combined
for a two-hitter against the Falcons,

softball

Julle Gallagher and Tracey Schroen
had Farmington's two hits.

Lisa Edwards look the loss for
Farmington (8-14).

Tuesday, in a predistrict qualifier,
Merey knocked off Redford Union 9-

0.
Nalodka and Edwards combined

for the pitchlng win as the Marlins
provided & ninc-hit attack, Molly
McWood, Judy Janilz and Jean Was.
senberg cach had two hits. Wassen-
berg also had three RBIL

W. BLOOMFIELD 11, N, FARM-
INGTON 0: Jill Krumm beat the
Ralders at both the plate and on the
mound Friday in a predistrlct mercy
game.

Krumm, who pilched a two-hitter,
drove in flve runs Including o two-
run homer, West Bloomficld Is 16-0.



