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statf writer

ADDY, HOW can they
stand so still?" querled
an amazed youngster,

The boy was referring
to the grand spectacte before him
— a high school marchlng band
standing at attention, flags raised
and batons rendy, as band mem-
bers waited In a Mne-up to take
thelr place n the Memorial Day
parade tn Downtown Farmingion
Monday.

The answer was lost In a loud
cheer as band members began
high-stepping off to the beat of
drums and the blare of tubas,
while three U.S. Air Force plancs
flew over In formatlon in a hazy
sky.
"OK guys, let’s go!” came the
cry a minute later, and the Elks
Lodge of Farmington's motorized
drill team, in red T-shirls, were
off, circling around and through
each other on red motor scooters.

1T WAS ALL part of the excite-
ment of the Farmington Area Vet-
eran’s Council annual Memortal
Day Parade.

Originating at Grand Rlver and
Orchard Lake roads, the proces-
sion follawed a path cast to the
Veterans' Metmorial, just west of
Farmlngton Road.

Spectators lined the entire mile,
which was closed to traffic. Many
brought lawn chairs for more re-
laxed vicwing. Sunglasses and hats
were In evidence as the weather
cooperated (o preduce an Increas-
Ingly sunny day.

The four local senlor high bands
were lead by Farmington High,
which recently refinished fourth jn
Division A in the National Festival
of Muslc competition, held in
Washington, D.C.

Also  participating  were the
marching bands of Clarenceville,
Farmington Harrison and North
Farmington seator highs.

VETERANS GROUPS included
the World War 1 Veterans, Viet-
nam Veterans, Veterans of For-
elgn Wars and American Leglon.

A contingent from the Blue Star
Mothers andseveral youth groups
also took part.

Reminders that the parade was
te honor the war dead were cvi-
dent in the floats. The float of Cub
Scout Pack 162, sponsared by the
Amerlcan Legion Farmington
Post 346, displayed whlite crosses,
{lowers and the slgn, “Remember
Those Who Kept Us Free.” It was
followed by fag-waving Cub
Scouts.

This year, the Air Force was the
honored branch of service. It ¢n-
joyed rcpresentation In the sky
when three Air Force F-4's particl-
pated In a flyover.

In additlon, Bil) Rogers of New
Hudson flew over the route for the
third year in the open cockpit of
his Army bi-planc, used to {rain pl-
lots In the 1940s.

FOR THE FOURTH straight
year, Wally Christensen of Ameri-
can Leglon Farmington Post 346
organtzed the parade along with
his wife, Lorralne.

“The scheol bands were great,”

AT RIGHT: Flutist
Keith Leonard
marches  with
Farmington Harri-
son High Schooal's
Hawks.

Staff photos

by
Aick Smith

Parade marks
Memorial Day

‘I fought for my
country. I'm proud to
be back (after serving
overseas), and proud
to be marching in the
parade today.”
— Harold Rundquist,
senior vice commander
VFW Post 2269
Farmington

Joy Grieco and her 4-year-old daughter, Kara, were among

the many Farmington Hills residents who tined Grand River

for the parade,

said Rita Tesorero of Farmington
Hills after watchling her 20th Me-
morial Day parade. "It shows that
our schools are really putting in a
lot of effort.”

“I'm glad that the people who
gave up. their lives are remem-
bered," she added,

“I can remember when [ used to
bring my young daughter here
when she was a Brownle,” added
her husband, Abe. “It was beauti-
fut. I really enjoyed it.”

“I'm seelng a lot more patriot-
ism versus what was happenlng in
the 60s," sald retired Air Force

land. "I think we ought to have
more of these parades because we
get the younger people Involved.”

Hareld Rundqulst Sr., vice com-
mander of VFW Farmington Post
2269 and a Farmington resident,
served overscas in World War I,
most of the time with the 36th In-
fantry Dlvision, He particlpated in
two Invasions, one of Italy, and one
of Sonth France,

“1 fought for my country,” he
sald, "I'm proud to be back, and
proud to be marching in the pa-
-rade today,”

T
Waving “OId Glory,” 2-year-old Efgnn and her mother, Linda
Larson, of Novi, celebrated Memorial Day at the Farmington

parade, Several famlly members are from the Farmington
area.

Sgt. Francis Bremmer of West-

The American Logion Farmington Post 348 cans who lost their lives in 20th century wars.
Auxillery float was In honor of thoso Ameri-

The Vetorans of Foreign Wars Farmington sion along Grand River from Orchard Lake
Post 2269 Color Guard led the parade proces- Road to the War Memorial,
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