Hawk all- American enshri

By Larry O'Connor
slaff writer

for both Harrlson and EMU,
At Harrlson, where he was an all-

Bruce Howell might've been the
last one into the pool, but certalnly
not last once In It .

Which Is why t)‘xc former Farming-

and all-state swimmer,
Howell won the state Class A cham-
plonship in the 100-yard breaststroke
during the 1974 season. Howell won

seven Mid-American Conference ,

ton Harrison was named
as an Inductee into the Eastern
Michigan Athletic Hall of Fame ro.
cently. Howell, who didn't start
swimming competitlvely unthl he
was a sophomore at Harrison, Is
being cnshrined in bls first year of
eligibility. R -

Despite the delayed start, the late
bloomer turned into a big boomer

mostly in the breas-

troke events, and was selected *Out- .

standing Senlor Swimmer” In the
MAC while at EMU,

His school-record time In the 200-
yard breaststroke of 2:05.5 still
stands after nine years, school
mark of 58.4 n the 200

Howell made it into the hall of fame
in only his firat year of eligibilty?
Hereltls: N

“He's probably the best swimmer
we've ever had,” sald EMU conch
Mike Jones, '

That did i£. Tho bronze plaque was
practically engraved with that state-
ment,

The 20-year coach, whose team
has won elght conference champion-
ships since Joining the MAC In 1973,
doesn’t pass out such accolades like
leafiets,

Such

didn’t fall until this season,
O.K., NEED another reason why

are

ecarned,
And Howell started earning them

in an unusunl fashien, One day, while
in the school pool, Harrison coach
Mark Holdridge happencd to be
watching, .

Holdridge asked Howell to swim a
S0-yard breastsiroke just for the
heck of it.

“The next thing I knew Bruce was
standing at the end of the pool,” re-
called Holdridge. “I said, ‘Bruce, you
sure you finlshed the whole thing?*”

Howell was kicking In the
breaststroke ever since.

“I WAS KIND of a late bloomer,”
safd Howell, who teaches in Long
Beach, Calif, *I was a recreational

" t awl

Fans of gymnastics in this area
will get a rare oppartunity to wite

fied for the two-day event Satur-
day, May 31, and Sunday, June 1.

Gymnastics regional in Flint

a.m.-1:3¢ p.m. Sunday; Class 1 and
Class II optionals, 4:45-8;30 pm.

g In lakes
and stuff,”

Howell considers his Inte start in"
swimming as both a help and a hin-
drance, With swimming In a relative
shart time, Howell avolded the bur.
nout that some swimmers encounter.

Thursday, May 20, 1986 OLE

ned at EMU

With a few moro years of season-
ing, though, he felt he could've at.

ined more success In the pool, cs-
pecially after he graduated.

Howell made it to the finals of the
United States Olymple team trials In
1980, He was then disqualified In the
finals for putting his head under wa-
ter during a turn,

That was the year the U.S. boycot-
ted the 1930° Moscow . Olymples to
protest the Sovlet Involvement In Af-
ghanistan,

“We found out about it sometime
in June (1980),~ sald Howell about
the boycott. *We kept awlmming, but
the Intensity kind of left.”

Howell won't be boycotting the
dinner, honoring him and other hall
inductees June 13. He's belng ensh-
rined with former Piltsburgh Stecler
defensive back Ron Johnson,

“I WAS surprised,” sald Howell

(70

about the inductlon. “You have tobe
out of school at least scven years to
be inducted,” .

Only one other swimmer inbabits

the EMU
Jones, whom Howell credits with
making the EMU swimming pro-
gram what it Is today, i

And Howell also eredits Jones for
the type of swimmer Into which he
developed,

hall. His name is Mike °

“He's there 12 to 13 hours a doy

and glves 100 percent of himself,”
sald Howell of his former coach, *As
far as I Jound him, he was Jike a fa-
ther to me in college. I could always :
go to his offfce and sit down and

have a cup of coffee with him,”
“With that talent he had, plus the {*

work ethic he developed here,” sald '
Jones of Howell, *it was an unbeat.
able comblnation.” R

And made last-place {lnlshes
unheard of,
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Several of Wayne State's
bascball team recelved all-Great
Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Asso-
clation honors recently,

Pltcher Kevin Diaz, a grad, of

Oulflelder Brad Silversteln of
West Bloomfleld made-the all-GLI-
AC second team after batting 264
thls season with a .862 fielding aver-
age. Sllversteln, who transfered

* Redford Blshop Borgess, was select.

¢d to the all-GLIAC first team after
a 4.1 season in conference play,
Diaz, a sophomore, finished second
in the GLIAC in terms of earned run
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and full rain fly.
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LU X R

from the U, y of Teledo, was
the only Tartar to appear in all 33
games this scason, .

Pitcher Rich Wood, a product of
Livonia Franklin, was selected on
the all-GLIAC honorable mentlon
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Some 174 have quall- st C‘G&':;uﬁ?' s moll‘;.:r& A rese Valleyelub |- o TARTARS MAKE GRADE average, posting a 2,98 ERA. team. Wood, who was on the all-GLI »

AC first team In 1984, was still |
tabbed on the honorable mention
squad despite leading the league in .
game appearances (8), and complete
games (4), Wood was also third in the
conference in strikeouts (26) and sec.
ond in saves (3).

. W5U was third In the GLIAC with

a 10-8 mark. The Tartars were 19-14
overall,
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