Ethel Simmons editor/644-1100

-l

ntertainment -

@he Eccentric Newspapers—-

a0

it

Thursday, Moy €9, 1988 OLE

Eﬁ Dan Greenberg
special writer

W

+ plays?

His chafacters are invariably
real humon beings drawn from
Alda's cssential spirit, that of a
warm, unaffected family man who
has nicely. avolded the pitfalls of
stardom. Ho remains a good guy
whom everyone can love.

Alda blitzed the metropolitan
Detroit, aréd last wee: in what
must havebepn a tremendously tir-
Ing day with back-to-back press in-
terviews from dawn to dusk pro.
moting his'litest film, *Sweet-Lib-
erty” (to bereviewed in Monday's
paper). It s testimony to one of the
country’s favorite actors that he
maintained-his good humor and af-
fabllity throughout that taxing day,

After a-8:45 am, arrival from
Toronto, Alds made the rounds,
among others, of “Kelly & Compa.
.oy” and' JPT, McCarthy's “Focus”
show and ‘afgived at Machus' Sly
Fox in Blrmingham at 12:20 p.m.
After a 10-minute interview with
this reporter.for OCC-TV's *Arts in
Review”. (cablecast weckly
throughout _Oakland County by
Oakland Community College), Alda
answered a wide range of questions
for an hour-gnd-a-half press lunch-
con. e

o

T 1S SO APPEAL-
NG about Alan Alda
and the roles he

. He'slovable
% film or in person, Alan Alda remains a

IN SPITE OF the day’s rigorous
schedule, Alda sald .., it was

" casler than making a movie . . "

and he was happy to have the op-
portunity to travel widely talking
about “Sweet Liberty,” which he
w‘;cto and direeted and in which be
8

18,

He “comparimentalizes the
three functions and I overprepare
at cach atage, so when I'm direct-
ing I don't have problems with the
script'— I did a dozen drafts before
we started,”: '

In spite of all the pre-production
preparatlon, changes . occurred.
One of the film's funnlest lines,
“It's a musket, moron,* was im-
provised because Alda kept calling
them “rifles,” much to the chagrin
of the 300 amateur historians,
members of the Brigade of the
American Revolution, a group that
re-enacts Revoluntionary War bat-

es.

Alda had hired them for their
historical knowledge and to stage
an authentle battle in the movie
within “Sweet Liberty,”

Alda described the rewards
working with an all-star, talented
and very professlonal cast includ.
ing Michael Caine, Michelle
Pieiffer and Lillian Gish. Gish, who
will be 90 in October but only ad-
mits to 86, was marvelous to work
with, “She was like a kid, irylng to
do her very best at every step,”

ABQUT PFEIFFER, “People

Actor Alan Alda made a recent swing through metro De-
troit to promote his now movie, *Sweot Liberty.” Alda not
only stars in the comedy, he also wrote and directed It.

don’t realize what a handicap being
pretly is to an actress because jt's
hard to sce her talent” -

Alda sald, “Michael Calne is so
good, he comes in with 0 much
that I didn't divect him at firat and
I'm so relentless with everybody
else, But he wouldn’t practice fenc-
Ing for those difficult sword-fight-
Ing scenes.” .

Alda said Calne retorted, with
typleal British aplomb, “No, no,
dear boy, I fust have to look good
for 30 seconds.”

and about 1,000 shots, each one of
which was described n written de-
tall and storyboarded before pro-

people., . . tolaugh.’

“SWEET LIBERTY" Is about
the Interactions hetween a Holly-
wood movie company on.location .
in a small college town and the -
town's inhabitants,

"I really wasn't trying to satirize
Hollywood,” he sald, “If I wanted
to put them down, 1 could have
been viclous. ‘Sweet Liberty is
about people. It scemed Inéeresting
to combine two dlverse worlds.”

Querled about his high lovel of
publle recognition and having been
voled ‘the man with whom most
women would like {0 lunch, Alda
responded with a family-oriented
atory. Upon learning that he had

good guy
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Her resporse: ~That's about
Alda spoke affectionately about
his father, Robert

business, *I'm a typleal father, I
warned them agalnst A
wrote parts for them in my films*

., . i
ALTHOUGH HE IS politically | ,
active, he doesn't want to run for

duction began. . Alda, who |«
“That kind of preparation left  starred at Warger Brothers, Dur- |,
me time to act, . ing World War I, when Alan Alda |,
“I'vo had the great pleasure of , was 9, his father took him to the .
sercening the film in about 20 cit. ' Hollywood Cantesn where they did |-
ies where the atdlence didn't know * Abbott and Costello rougines to en- |*

- I wasin the back of the theater, It  tertainthe servicemen. - :
was very satisfying to hear their “I was short and fat so I played {2
laughter. The fiim is not for peopla  Costello,”
wlth pencil in hand (eritics) but for As for his own children in show [~

1t apd then [

office, ol

“T go to a lot of trouble to keep [
political beliefs out of my films,” |:
::lmlt:. "I.vlvitln:ﬂt’a bave a theatri-

, not a po experience.”

That is not to say that films
should not be political, Two of the
best current’ films, according to
Alda, are “The Officlal Story” and
“When Father Was Away on Busl-
ness” . = .

“They ough
BUL They show Kow the power bal- |

upcoming

things to do

tlobedliydoubln::;'

voted as recognizable by 95  ance-filters into dally life, on the fvew
Alda fs very proud of *Sweet Lib- -ereent of the population and liked  polltical right and left — and peo-
erty.” Yy 65 percent, he sald be told hin*  ple’s lives reflect the power strue- |
“It's my most complicated . wlfe, Arlene, “That means thoy - ture, Everyone suffers in intimate
project and it took 2 % — 3 years only llke me two-thirds of the -~ ways and that's what's wrong with
to make, It has a cast of thousands e - power.” . .
R S — e —————————————
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Hot Rize, a Colorado bluegrass band, will be one of the groups
highlighting WDET e seventh annual Motor City Bluegrass Fas-
tival on Sunday, June 1, at the Meadow Brook Music Festival

® MEADDOW BROOK *

Blues, folk, pop, a wide spectrum
of jazz and a Christian rock concert
are some of Meadow Brook Music

" Festlval's, pon-series offeringé this
- summer. on_the; Oakland: Univeraity -

campus In Rochester HILS. Prioe to
the offlclal opening Wednesday, June
18, the outdoor festival will host
WDET's Motor City Bluegrass Festl.
val on Sunday, June 1; fazz planist
Michacl Franks with jazz saxophon-

Ist George Howard on Friday, June.

6, and Earl Kiugh & Friends, Satur-
day, June 14,

Other attractions this summer in.
clude Tangerine Dream, Monday,
Junie 23; guitarist-singer B.B. King
and harmonica performer James

“Cottan, Wednesday, June 25; Spro

Gyra, with special guests the Yellow
Jackets, Tuesday, July 1; Joan Baez,
Don McLean and Livingston Taylor

Wednesday, July*

" Roger Whittaker, Tuesday, July 15

{followlng his Monday, July 14, se-
ties con

July 16; Emmylon. W

day, July 23; the Preservation jk!!,l_l,h
‘ean-

Jazz Band, Tuesday, July 29;

Luc Ponty, Wednesday, July 30; sax.
ophonist David Sanborn, Thursday,
Aug. 21; Manhattan Transfer, Fri-
day, Aug. 22; “General Hospltal” star
Jack Wagner, Saturday, Aug. 23, and
Petra's Christian rock concert, Mon-
day, Aug. 25,

Al concerts are at 8 p.m, in the
Baldwin Pavilion. For more infor-
mation, call the box office at 377-*
2010.

@ BROADWAY REVUE

The Myth-Begotten Players of
Southeast Qakland Country will
present the musical and dramatic

cert); Oregon, Wednesday,

dren and senlors, are avallable by
calling 873-1348, or at the door,

o
S seslor 3801 59 oz
prised of senlors ag

mcﬁ-nt $5 for adults, $3 for dzll-

be ‘special” t
‘when Sam Kinison stars n‘e‘fmd 10
pam. Monday, June 2, at Bea's Coma-
dy Kitehen in Detroit, In addition to
his David Letterman Kinleon
is featured_rnonthly on “Saturday
Night Live” and has snagged a part
- In John Landis' upcoming comedy

©® BRASS QUINTET
Th

will kick a summer schedule of
monthly Friday concerts at 6:30 p.m.
Friday, June 6, at Hunters Square,

- Tally Hall Shopping Center 1o Farm- .
ington Hills.
tures sclections ranging from
cal to jaxz, played by the chamber
musie ble,

® COMEDY KiTCHEN

western, “Three Amigoa.” Tickets at
48 are on sale at all Hudson's and
Ticket World outlets. For mare In-

¢ Renalssance Brass Quintet  formation call 4288666

® ATPROCK'S -
‘The free concert fea. Dick
class!-

p.am. to 1:30 am. Frida
through May 31 at Prock’s In Claw-

Joe Nlpote from WRIF's “Mornlng -

Beautiful beginnings.
Happy endings.

W E ST

- Elegant dining
instde the world of
The Somerset Inn

Big Beaver & Coolidge,
“a.  Reservations suggested 6436992

. THE
'BROADWAY BRUNCH
The All New Troy Hilton
Sunday Brunch Buffe; R

——

A star Is born,.. The Troy Hilton's
all new Sunday Broadway Brunch it -
Buffet starring live Broadway
plano music, an exclting chance w @
win two theater tickets plus an §
appetizing cast including a chefs
carving, creative omelettes and
Internattonal specialtles made to
urder, chafing dish selections, fced
shrlmp, smoked salmon and bagels,
endless pastries plus much moret

The All New Troy Hilton -
Sunday Broadway Brunch
Buffet...You'll come back
for an encorc!
Every Sunday L
10am-3pm
Adults 112.95 S
Scnior Citizens $11.95
Children under 10 7
$7.95 + tax. z
i
1455 Stephenson Highway E@
Troy, Michigan 48084 N

(313) 5839000 - G

——————— t
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Troy Hilton inn




