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© ARTS FESTIVAL MOVES

Livonla Aris and Craft Festival
will be held in a hew lecation this
year. Instead of its usual site on the
grounds of the Livonla City Hal), the
two-day cvent has becn moved to the
city's historic park, Gr at

By Victoria Dlaz
spaclal wrltor

the corner of Nowburgh and Elght
Mile roads. From 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday, June 21 and 11 am. to 6
p.m.Sunday, Junc 22, visiters can
roam the picturesque setting looking
and buying from over 200 artlsts
who will be partlclpating, There is
no admisslon charge and plealy of
free parking. For more Information,
calk{thc Livonia Arts Hotllne, 425-
2327,

© © HERITAGE FAIR .

Greenmead wlil also be the scene
of the annual Herltage Falr, spon-
sored by the Livonia Historleal Socl-
ety from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday,
Junc 1. There is no admission charge
and free parking ls avallable off
Newburgh Road. Highlights witlbe a
country store, crafts, flea market,
food and muscum and historle vil-
lage tours, Proceeds are carmarked
for the re-location of the the Alexan-
der Blue House, from its

HERE'S A rumor that St.
Mary Ignatius, long.
time art teacher at the
Mércy High School
complex in Farmlington Hills, Is
retiring.
Don't belleve it
Seven years ago, when she “re-
tired" from her teachling dutles at
the high school, she simply en.
tered a dlfferent phase of her ca-
reer, moved aver te Mercy Cen-
ter, and began teaching art to
adult students days and evenings.
Now that she's actunlly con-
cluding her 62-year-long teaching
career, she's nat really retiring,
according to her. Maybe “shifting
gears' a bit, but not retiring.

“I DON'T
‘retlre,’ “she sald,

Talking recently at her large,
light-fllled studio In Mercy Cen-

use the word,

Road home to the Greenmead histor-
ical village where it will be restored
to its 1841-vintage look.

© 0 MADONNA EXHIBIT

Artistic works by Juan Munoz will
be exhihited throughout June in the
Exhibit Gallery at Madonna College,
Livonla. The gallery will be open
Mondays through Fridays, 9 a.m. to
8:30 p.m; and Saturdays and Sun-
days, 1-4 pm. Exhlbited works In-
clude watercolors, oll paintings and
drawings, Items may be purchascd.
Admisslon Is free. For more Infor-
mation, call 591-5187. Madonna Is Jo~
cated at 1-96 and Levan Road.

O G ARTISTS SOUGHT

Artlst and craft persons-are belng
sought to participate In an establlsh.
ed juried craft fair with a country
flair, Called the Scarborough Falr,
the event wlil be held.in the Cam-
bridge Adult and Community Educa-
tlon Center In Garden City from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 13. En-
try fee is $20. For more information,
call Donna Eilis, 422.7198.

© © STITCHERY WORKSHOP

Farmington Hills Embrolderers
Guild of Amerlea will hold a work-
shop on how to prepatc your stitched
plece for framing. The sesslon, open
1o the publle, will be at 10 am.
Wednesday, Junc 4, at Faith Cove-
nant Church, at 14 Mile and Drake
roads. For more information, call
348-0068.

© O DANCE RECITAL

Students of tap, Jazz and ballet
dance classes at the Farmington
Community Center will be hold their
15th annual dance recital 3 p.m. Sun-
day, June 1, at Mercy High Schoot,
Farmington Hills. Admission Is $2
{for adults, $1 for chlldren under 12,
Mercy is located at Eleven and
Middlebelt roads.

ter,’ the 70.y 1d artlst told
how she’s slowed down a bit since
suffering two serlous heart at-
tacks a year ago — but only a lit.
il

e

“A dear lady gave me that tele-
visfon," the lequacious artlst said,
referring to a TV sct in a small
room off the studlo. "But I never
watch it.

“I just don't have the time. And
that  beautiful maple rocking
chair pver there — the glrls gave
that to me when I left the high
school,

“I've never sat in it — don't
have time. No, take that back. I
did sit in It once, to have my pic-
(ure taken. :

“It's _ beautiful to look at,
though, isp’t it? And all my guests

‘cansitin it

“And when I get old, I'm going
to sit In it, maybe.”

AS FOR NOW, she's mostly
wrapped up with the extenslve
monih-long exhibit of 201 student
works on display in the hatiways
of Mcrcy Center, Taking a visltor
through the exhlbit one recent af-
ternoon, she remarked not only
about many of the warks’in de-
tail, but also about the back-
grounds of each artist-student
who had created them.  *

*1 fell in love with every stu-
dent I ever taught. And I have
dearly loved teaching.”

Born In Owosso, she grew up on
a farm near Pinconning and en-
tered the novitiate in 1922 at
Grand Rapids Mount Merey.
‘Though she’s been teaching art
now for almost 40 years, she be-
gan her long career as a teacher
in the clementary grades, where
worked for 18 years.

“Finally, 1 was sent to teach
art for the first time in Grand Ra-
pids (at Mount Mercy Academy)

St.

Ignat

] have enough
(Venetian glass) to .
make 15 good-sized
mosaics and I plan to
spend all my energies
in that area, when I'm
" no longer teaching.’
—Sr. lgnatius
beloved Mercy
Center instructor

in 1942, after some sentor nuns
had retired. You have to remem-
ber that, in those days, there were
not nearly so many art depart-
ments in the schools as there are

now.

“IN THE MEANTIME, though,
the Sisters of Mercy were prepar-
ing me to become an art teacher
because every aptitude test I taok
polnted toward an abllity In that
area.” )

She cnded up at Mercy High
School In 1949, sct up the art de-
partment at the newly bullt
school In Farmingten Hllls in
1965, then began teaching art to
adult students In a studio in Mer-
cy Center in 1979,

Since 1979, she says she's
taught students ranging in age
from 17 to almost B0, but she sees
no real difference in high school
art students and those of any age
in adult education, she sald.

“There's this continulng thread
running through all ‘art people.’
‘They have this creative urge to do
something. .

“THEY'RE DRIVEN to do lt,

. and they don't realy think of it as

* work. 1t's “somethlng they'vé

elected to do, and there's this en-
thustasm, no matter that their

age.

“When I left the high school, I'd
been teaching younger students
§5 years. I fclt that teaching at
that level for 55 years was a won-
derful experience, but that teach-
ing adults would be nlee, too, and
by doing so, I could help those
people who had so longed to take
the classes,”

Barbara Blatz of West Bloom-
fteld, who began with a basle pen-
cil, pen-and-ink drawing class
five years ago, and is now work-
Ing watercolor, was one of the
earlier students. She signed up for
her first art class at Merey Cen-
ter shortly after secing an exhibit
of student work from St. Ignatlus”
classes, '

“I was so lmpressed with the
work of her students that I
couldn’t get there (to sigh up) fast
enough,” Blatz said. Blatz had
never taken an art class before.
“She Insists on perfcction — but
with a very gentle hand, and her

us

Noted art instructor ‘shifting

Alice Hoch of Farmington Hills and St.

class taught by Sr. ignatius.

biggest dellght Is always when o
student’s work get better."”

“MY REGRET IS that I didn't
meet her sooner,” said G9-ycar-
old "Allce. Hoch' of . Farmington

" Hills, who has been a stident of

Slster Ignatius’ for the past two

years. * L .

:“I think she's just an absolutely
wonderful teacher, She expects a
Jot from students, so you find you
do your best In her classes, Hoch
sald.

“Sometimes, stnce she expects
se much, you'd think she'd be
maybe stald, or a little humor-
less, but she has. this fantastic
sense of humor and freedom of
splrit, and she’s not at all judg-
mental. She's been, really, an in-
spiratlon?’

Although many students' draw-
ings and paintings are on display
in the studlo, the only evidence of
Slster Ignatius’ art work is a ¢ir-
cular, multi-colered mosale wall
hanging,

‘ALTHOUGH SHE camc o
mosaics relatively late in her ca-
reer, the medium has come to be
a favorite, she sald. She looks for-
ward to.working mainly with
mosaics In her post-teaching ca-
reer,

RANDY BORST/stali photographer

She exccutes mosales as mav-
able hanglngs (and not as tiles af-
fixed permanently in wet plaster

*_onawail). . e

"+ Slstet--Ignatius - fifst “worked © -

" 'with the Venetian glass creations
when the new: high.school, and .
chapel wero bullt ag 11 Mite Road -

and Middlebelt in 1865, - ;-

AT THAT TIME, she ‘put to-
gether the 15-by-14-foot mosaic
design behlnd the crucifix In the
main chapel and, later, she exe-
cuted more than 20 wall hangings
for the high school.

The tiles were obtained from
the tate Andrew Maglia, a Detroit

ovor an

in the adult art

FIRST, THOUGH, there’s a
luncheon In her honor, given by a
large number of° studemts —
young and 0)d — on June§. . |

*Then, maybe just a short teip \o
visit with family In Bay Clty.- =+ *

. But 300n It'l] be time:10 start

“'work again. ("Actualty; my work-§"

i my vaction.”) " * Lo
‘There’s & mosaic to do for a

" new church In Livonia, plus all

the others she wants to put to-

gether for the Merey Center.
Between times, she'll be telp-

ing. former students with their

work, or guiding them or glving

them to

mosalc designer, who
mosaics for churches across the
United States and was a principal
source for Venctian glass In this
country.

“Mr, Maglla proved to be a
wonderful benefactor and friend.
I-pald for (the orlginal mosalc

" tile), but he only charged me a

very nominal price.” .
Later, on his dcath, a substan-

tlal amtount of the valuable glass

was be donated to St. Ignatius,

“I have enough to make 15 -

good-sized mosales. And I plan to
spend all my energies in that
arca, when I'm no longer teach-
ing.”

plete, or
helping them complete thé as-
signments. \

Oh, and yes, she wants to get
back to dolng more palntings.
And then there's. . . .

-~ In the meantime, that rocking
chalr will make a nlce objet d'art
and won't really be gathering all

 that much dust,

‘There’ll be plenty of friends
dropplng by the studio, and it'll be
a comfy spot for them to sit in,
while reminlscing about old time,
maybe having a cup of tea — and
hearing about all the:latest proj-
ects Sister Ignatius has planncd,

She Is employed by Vaseular Studles Inc.of Garden City

Novelist ‘nurses’ unfinished story to completion

Gail Qust
niew romance writer

By Carmina Brooks
speclal writer

A NOVEL THAT lay untouched on a shelf for four years
wIL hit arca bookstores in June. .
A “Sweet Poasession™ written under the pseudo-
nym Eilzabeth Turner I3 a historical romance set
In southern Indlana in the 1850s against a background of
political unrest, Intrigue, danger and the Jegendary under-
ground raileoad. The widowed herolne lives a secret life
helplng runaway slaves cscape to safety.

“This s the first time I have been published and the first
time I have been interviewed,” sald author Gail Oust re-
cently in her West Bloomficld Township home. T

Qust will moke a personal appearance at™Tales and
Tapes In Garden City 1-3 p.m. on Saturday, June 7, to intro-
duce her book during city’s spring festival. .

“I almost quit writing completely. Then I went to & writ-
ers’ confercnce and showed a one page summary to an
editor and she llked it. She sald, ‘Send me 100 pages,'”
Ourst recalled, - .

But getting published wasn't that casy, Oust was to
learn.

Followlng up on the encouragement from Linda Marrow
of Pocket Books in New York City whom she met at the
Writers National Conforence held in Washinglon,

Oust will make a

‘personal appearance at

Tales and Tapes in
Garden City Saturday,
June 7, to infroduce her
book during Garden
City's Spring Féstival.

D.C., In 1983, Oust malled her three chapters. And the wait-
ing began, Three months went by and nothing happened.

IT WAS AGONY, OUST REMEMBERED the first rojec-
tion of her novel by an agent shée had queried four years
carller who Knd told her *it sounds good.” When it was later
rejected, Oust set the novel aside and wént back to work as
a full-time purse.

*I thought 1 was golng to be rich and famous,” she
laughed. “I was making plans to be on the Phil Donahue
Show.”

*Wriling is a craft,” she conlinued. "You must have a
natural talent, a flair for the dramatic, but you must devel-

op that story. My characters wero there, but rather mud-
dled.

v PR

‘The kids were growing up

too fast, They would come
home and say, ‘What’s to

ealt?’ or ‘I'im going to a

friend’s house.’ | was
discouraged with my life. |
began to write for the L

challenge.” .
- —Author Gail Oust

“That was when I put my book en the shelf. Historleals
were flooding the market place then and seemed to have
bottomed out,” she sald. R

On her second time around, Qust didn't walt long to learn
her novel's fate. She phoned an agent, Joyee Flaherty in St.
Louis whom she had met at the same writers' conference.

“Joyce sald she would look into it for me, and she discov.
cred hat they had mislald the manuseript,” sald Qust. .

Just before Eabor Day In 1984, Qust did a revised iy-' °

nopsls for a Ionger book and Flaherty resubmitted it to the
publisher, In April, 1885, Oust received a phone call from
Flaherty informing her that Tapestry Divislon of Pocket
Books “really llked It and will make an offer with a dead-
line of five months.” .

_HER PUBLISHER DID, HOWEVER, change the title
frofn “Sweet Wicked Witch” to “Sweet Possession.” .

Gall Oust, 43, nee Gall Bolleau, grew up in Marine City,
She attended Providence Hospital School of Nursing. She
hios been married for 20.years to Robert Oust and they
have two children, Ellzabeth, 16, and Greg, 14 -

- Lo B (RN

2
as a vascular technologist working out of a mobile office
and laboratory. Oust does imaging of carotid arterles to
detect a stroke victlm in the making. She often drives as
far north as Flint and south to Toledo to serve doctors’
otflces, clinfes and aursing homes,

For years the budding author daydreamed over the iron-
ing board or while baking cookies.

“The kids were growing up so fast. They would come:
home and say, ‘What's to cat?’ or ‘I'm golng to a'friend's
house.” I was discouraged with my life. I began to wrlte for.
the challenge,” Qust sald, .

She Is already at work on her sccond novel which she
calls "a riches to rags story” (*In reverse, but it is more fun
that way,” she sald.) Qust’s heroine In the prelogue of this
story Is born into English nobllity. In chapter one, she be-

- comes an indentured servant in bendage.

.INDIANA WAS CHOSEN BECAUSE the siate was a
crossover polnt between the north and south on the under-
ground railroad route to freedom. Cust ereated a fictitious
town, Oak Ridge, located south of Indianapolis for her nov:,
ol “Sweet Possession.”. - . K

“I come up with a situation, {Ind a character and setting
and look for a situatlon where somebody could assume 4.
person's motives and make a faulty assumption. I base the -
story line on Lhat,” sha said, o

*A Tot happened politically In 1850, There was a fugltive
slavelaw which made my herolne gullty of a federal ofs -
{ense,” she continued, - : . :

Oust chose her grandmother's name, Ellzabeth Turner,
forherpenmame..’ . C o -0 ov v

“There aro advantages and disadvantages to a pseudo-
nym, My friends don't connect me to the author, could
have used my maiden name, Bolleau, but nobody could pro-
nounce It or remember it,” she sald, P

Oust Is a fast learner and ihe noxt time around will be
casier, she belleves, : H

*Right now It fecls gond. It's a wonderful {ecling of ac:
complishment,” sho sald, K :

.




