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Choose bedding plants with care

By Margo Alporn
spacial writer

Bedding plants are ready to go the moment you
buy them. They are programmed to bloom from
day one untll the frost kills them,

Because our growing season ls short, many
Michigan gardeners refraln from starting their
plants from seed and get a jump on nature by

Gardeners, even
casual weekend
gardeners, are now
taking the whole

planting secdlings. This way, there is |
landscaping, more assured success and a longer
period of {lowering,

Before heading out to the garden center to buy
your bedding plants, It is advisable to hoe the
flower bed. Spade in some compost, manure or
fertilizer such as 5-10-5, Rake the arca untll it is
relatlvely smooth,

The stand back, visualize, plan, dream a little
and decide what you need, what you want and
what will grow in each arca of your garden. Be
realistic.

SHOP WITH 4 list in hand. There are many
beautiful varietles to tempt you. But If your gar-
den is in full sun, the gorgeous non-stop begonlas
simply won't do. .

Select the approplate plants carefully. Read the
labels, which provide a great deal of helpful infor-
mation. .

Check to see If the plants require sun or shade
Wwill be six inches or 36 inches tall and are the
color you want. Avoid the tall, spindly plantr in
favor of low, full ones.

Try (o see a representative flower of the plants
you are consldertng, but then buy a flat that hasn’t
yet started to bloom.

GARDENERS — EVEN CASUAL weckend
gardeners — arc now tking the whole process of
seleciion very serlously. They are aware that
there are dozens of varictics.

A marlgold isn't just a marigold, it’s Lemon
Drop at §-10 Inches, Inca Gold at 16-16 Inches or
Boubloan at 30-36 inches.

‘There are many varlations of all of the popular
annuals, and not just the sophisticated gardencr ls
“shopping the labels.”

Once you mave made your purchases, give the
plants plenty of tnder loving care, They are very
young and need [t.

‘This care begins when you put them n the car.
Cooking In the trunk is sure death, so go diréctly
home and place the planis in a shady, protected
spot. Mist them lightly and water them well,

Plant the scedlings as soon as possible. Get
hem off (o & good start by fertilizing the entire
flat with a very dilute selution of Miracle-Gro,
Rapid-Gro or Ortho’s Upstart.

Watering the entire flat thoroughly Is an easy
way to full saturate the roots. Allow the fiat to sit
for a while before llfting out the Individual plants.
If they are too wet, they'll pull away from the soil
and come oul barerooted,

If there Is a dense root mass, pinch away about
a quarter of an inch, or at least disturb the tight
rootball to stimulate outward growth.

POP TIIE SEEDLING Into a confortable-size
hole — not too small — and tuck it in flrmly, Be
sure the roots are wet and the plant is upright. If
possible, plant on an overcast day.

1f you must plant on a sunny day, at Jeast wait

pr of selection
- very seriously. They
are aware that there
are dozens of
varieties.
— Marge Alpern

entries of 30-40 seed companles.

For example, there are dozens of marigolds In
one arca. They are grouped by helght, but there
are no names displayed, just code numbers for the
variety and for the company.

The entrics are the result of much research and
hybridlzing. The visitor can readily see and com-

* pare the performance of the different entrles,

At the peak of the scason, an impressive list of
fudges from industry, and b

Troy Okchestra
plans pops concert.

The Troy Communlty Orchestra,
Joan G. Berndt, musie director, will
give a pops concert at 8 p.m. Friday,
June 8, at the Troy Community Cen-
ter,520 W. Big Beaver, Troy. Seating
will be cabaret-style and refresh-
ments will be served.

Tickets are $3 for adults, $2 for

senlors and students and $5 per fam-
ily if bought in advance., Add $1 if
purchased at the door, Address tick-
¢t requests, with cheek or money or-
der payable to TCO, to TCO, Box
1222, Troy, 48099. For Information,
call 588-6677 or 689-6798.

gardens make the selection In all of (he gardens.
The four criterla by which they judge are dlsease
resistance, carly bloom or yield, unlformity, and
improved flower color or vegetable flavor.

1 suggest you look for the red, while and btue
shield emblem of the All-Amerfean Selection and
ask for these plants.

Since 1933, we gardeners have bencfited from

the major seed companles, In 27 vegetable and 32
flower proving or testlng grounds across North
America, sceds from the major companics are
planted with code dentiflcation and thercby test-
¢d In a varlety of climatle condltlons, This deter-
mines which sceds will be glven the All-American
Selection Award for the year.

IN 1978, MICHIGAN State University was cho-
sen as one of the trial gardens for thls process. On
a vislt to these display gardens, you can see the

this p process. This year, ju st one
flower was named, It is cosmos, “Sunny Red,*
which Is deseribed as easy to grow, dwarf and
heat tolerant,

A corn, “Haw Sweet It Is,” and okra, “Blondy,”
were the vegetable winners.

The 1985 winners were celosta, “Century
Mixed,” gazanta, “Mlni-Star Tangerine,” gerani-
um FL, “Rose Dlamond,” verbena, “Trintdad,”
and zlnnla, “Yellow Marvel,” They arc all worth a
try.

Bloomfield's
Best Kept Secret
Is Qut ...
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surroumded by all the warldty
lusuries that makes IHounséicld

S came sce thise sprawding
twar and three-hedrvom residences
that s exe built with care and
auemion rarely seen in this day
and age, .
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Model Open Dally and Weekends:
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855-1066 (Model) or 6262590 (Officc)

uati! late afternoon and then as a cov-
¢r the plants for 24 hours. Shade them with a
Inverted pot or a board clevated by bricks, some-
thing to shield them from the sun.

In a day or two, the plants will overcome the
stress of transplanting and re-establish them-
selves, As soon as the flrst terminal bud appears,
remove It.

You'll never miss it, and this Is the best way to
avold a spindly one-flower disappolntment, for
the plant will quickly branch out and produce a
handsome,. round bouquet with many flowers.
Durlng the summer, water, fertilize and remove
the dead blossoms and you wlll be in business un-
(il the frost,

The annuals we buy were bred for success, and
many are the result of competitive breeding by

Handbell choirs
giving concert

By Corinne Abatt *
statf writar

What muslcal {nstrument can be as small as a
softball or as large as a bowling ball?

Give up? A handbelt,

‘The smallest weighs four ounces; the biggest
welgh 16 pounds. And the handbell choir members
who pick up those 16-pounders many times during
a concert know where their muscles are.

The three handbell choirs of Orchard Lake
Community Church, 5171 Commerce Road, Or-
chard Lake, wil) give their annual Festival of
Handbells at 7:30 p.m. Sunday.

The choirs are the Chapel Bells, dirceted by
June Harting, the Morning Belles, under Dorothy
Berry, and the Bell Cantos, directed by Kim Blsh-
op. Bell Cantos members sing while playing the
bells.

Harting, an instrumental musle teacher, said
handbells are a lot more difficult than many other
instruments. “People have to have a very fine
sense of rhythm.”

THE CHOIRS, whlch range from 10-14 musl-
clans, can play 30 notes, Harting said. The musi-
clans play {rom Lwo to six bells cach. That means
they are all by themselves without other players
in the sectlon to depend on or fellow,

‘The choirs play a wide variety of muslc on 2 set
of 64 Schulmerich English handbells with more
than a five-octave range.

A collectlon will be taken, and refreshments
will be served at this final concert of this year's
Orchard Lake Muslc Serfes.

Announcing
antique show

The Christ Church Grosse Pointe Antiques Show
will be held 7-10 p.m. Friday, May 30, {cham-
pagne preview), 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, May
31, and noon to 6 p.m. Sunday, June 1.

Advance reservations are required for the
champagne preview supper, Gold angel patrons,
$50 per person, will be admitted 7-10 p.m. and
silver angel patrons, $25 per person, will be ad.

itted 7:30-10 p.m.
mThc show wFIl be held at Grosse Pointe South
1lgh School Gymnmaslum, 11 Grosse Pointe
Boulevard, Grosse I’(IJ nte Farms,

il SENIOR SUITES WITH SERVICES B

Southfield, Michigan’s newest
adult rental community.
You spoke... and we listened!

Through focus groups contposed of area senior citizens, and in-depth
research, The Heatherwood development and management teams have
created not only thie.housing, but also the lifestyle that you asked for and
deserve: an elegant living environment that respects your independence
while providing the ullimate in services and value.

The Heathenvood offers one and two bedroom suites complete with
fully-equipped kitchens, along with many of the services of a first class hotel
— delivered to you in style by our trained and dedicated staff. Currently
under construction, The Heatherwood is scheduled for August occupancy.

s

At The Heatherwood your The Heatherwood features these

i private one or two bedroom suite  options:
includes: « Cavered balconies and patios
* Wall-lo-wall carpeting » Cable T.V.

* Draperies

® A second daily meal
: Ful!y -eaup ped kilchen . The Heatlierwood also features:
* Individually controlled heating

and air conditioning : ® Library *
 Heat included © Lounge areas
« Abundant closet space * Arts and Crafts Center
« Emergency alert system + Beauty salon/barber shop
monitored around the clock = Landscaped °°"_”Y“'d
L. . « Three-hole pulting green
Services included in your « Gardening area
monthly rental fee are:
* Weekly maid and linen
service
* Daily meals
“ o Full activity program
* 24-hour monitored entry
 Scheduled transportation
in the Heatherwood van.

(313) 350-1777
22800 Civic Center Drive
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T
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For more informalion please nren
calt Sherrie Dossin, Marketing
Director, or stop in at our lemporary Leasing and Display Center,

Weekdays 9-5+ Saturdays 10-4 « Sundays 12-4

S mm agm
Festival auditions set
Sunday, June 15.

For information, call or wrlte the
Festival offlce, 700 E. Maple, Bir-
mingham, 48011, 645-640, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday-Frlday. .

Auditlons fér the 1936 Michigan
Renaissance Festlval will be 7-10
p.m, Monday, June 2, at University
of Detroit Architecture Building'and
at the Festival site in Holly 1-4 pm.

‘\—="When the
Excitement is Building Up North
Get the hard facts Now

Thinking about building that  complex simple. Just check
wacation getaway? How much  whatyouwant, andwe'lladd it
would it cost‘to build your up—for free. The excitement is
dream liome — away from building in the Grand Traverse
Tiome? You tell us your region — write or call us at,
fantasies, and we'll el you 10238 Cherry Bend Road,
what they're worth, Our Trverse City, M1 49684
computer check list makesthe  616/941-1448, and find out
why - today. .

paul maurer

GENERAL CONTRACTING, INC.
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[PHASE ‘I NOW OPEN

In the Hills of West Bloomfield

For purchase

2and 3 bedroom detached
Jm homes of
quality and character,

ary

is a private estate-lik
community situated on over 130
spectacular acres of pond, trees and
rolling hills, Entry Is off Drake Road,
between Maple and Walnut Lake
Roads, through the 24 hour monliored
gatehouse. .

The Manor Homes at Aldingbrooke
are open for your inspection daily from
12to 6 p.m. :
From $177,800

661-1750
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Phasel S

Sold Out :

Now Selling Phase 11

® Exclusive sites with walkout lower levels
* Natural wooded setting s

The Uitimate Condominium

Open daily & wook-ends 12-5 p.m. (Closed Thursdays) -
SQUTH OF WALNUT LAKE ROAD, JUST ONE (1) BLOCK
WEST OF DRAKE ROAD IN WEST BLOOMFIELD '

Priced from . 661-0338 .

$129,990 557-2080
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