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Our River

Thursday, May 29, 1986
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Volunteers drag logs, branches and o
of the Evans Branch of the Rouge Riv
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ther debris from a clogged section
er in Southfleld, This 1972 cleanup

Cleaning up

Volunteers have helped
clear away clogs, clutter

An cnormous of volunteer cffort
- and a bit of pald effort accounts for most of
what has been done so far to clean up the
Rouge River.

Much of this effort has invelved trash re-
moval and clearing log jams, both Import-
ant In kecping the river corridor open and
flowing, said James Murray, chalrman of
Michigan’s Water Resources Commlttee.

While most of the efforts are modest,
there are lots of them, sald Bruce Monson,
director for both the Rouge Rlver
Watershed Council and Friends of the
Rouge.

For 15 years Steve Marshall, a fleld su-
pervisor with the Southfield Plannning De-
partment, has been organizing annual
cleanups by valunteers on the first weekend
in June. Marshall has shared these experi-
cnces at workshops with offlclals from
nelghboring communities,

On June 7, a massive volunteer effort in-
volving 10 les, private busi

particlpated in these ps, and at the
organizatlonal meeting of the Friends of the
Rouge River on Feb. 27 he showed slides of
huge piles of trash he had helped to remove.
The foltowing week Franklln died, He was
83 years old.

Members of the Rlverside Park Clvlc As-
soclation of Detroit regularly clean trash
from the river bank In the park. Volunteer
members of the Brightmoor Concerned Citl-
zens do the same in Eliza Howell Park.

In 1983 nearly 2,000 volunteers from
Wayne, Livonla and other communitles
helped county employees elear trash along
Edward Hines Drive.

That same year, 242 Michigan Youth
Corps members cleared 17 tons of debrls
from the river, Including a broken down
shanty or outh , three Voil and
§0 railroad Ules.

Since January of this ycar, crews with the
Detrolt Water and Sewage Department
have been removing log fams and aban-

and governmental resources will
efforts In the “Rovge Rescuc "86 Cicanup.”
. WIBK-TV Is coordinating the event that is
“ being partially underwritten by the Ford
Motor Co.

doned automoblles, Other cities, Marshall
said, have also paid for cleanup, but usually
on an as-needed basls,

The Wayne County Sheriff's Department
launched a jalt work program Feb, 24 and
distriet court prisoners from five communl-
tles are working five days a week on river

Every summer Jim Bally of Redford
h p or I volunt for ¢l p
throughout the Volunt use do-

nated township cqulpmc})l.

ONE SUCH volunieer, Franklin Wert,

p. Additlonal district courts are ex-
pected to partlelpate in the program, Sher-
1£f spokesman Dale Jurcisin said.

Janice Brunson

T
o phoio
etfort was one of more than a dozen Southfield officials and volunteers
have Initiated to clean the waterway of natural and manmade obatacl
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George Veach, shown here in a photo taken in September 1972, adds the
rejected remainder of a blicycle to a plle of junk hauled out of the river
during 2 “Rescue the Rouge” project, Yoash, & Weatiand Jaycee, joined
more than 3,000 volunteers to help clean sectlons of the Rouge in Wayne
County. :




