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becoming more the rule than the
“{exception, the Communlty Devel-
‘| epment Division also works closely
with neighborhoods.

“They do serve a valuable fune-
tion. They have always been a
valuable tool or institutlon for con-
trolling thelr own nelghborhoods,
as well as helplng the city,” Farm-
ington Hills Zoning Supervisor Hal
Rowe said. "With about 68,000 peo-
ple In the city, there Is no way four
or five people here can pollee those
neighborhoods,”

FOR THE Farmingten Hills
Planning Commission, association
members fill in minor details about
their neighborhood that might not
otherwise be discussed when site
plans and rezoning requests are re-
viewed.

Neighbors can tell planners
about the back yard that floods or
the traffic bottlencck leading into
their  subdivislon. *They llve
tkere,” Planning Commission
Chairman Philip Arpold sald.

White providing city hall with a
window on the neighborhood, asso-
ctations also form a vital commu-
nication Jink for local politictans
and administratars,

+ “If a ncighborhood wants to be
heard on a problem but they don't
feel they have the expertise, they

will want to reach some key Indl-
vidual at city hall and work
through that person,” Oakland Uni-
verslty Professor Don Warren said.

Developing communication links
benefits both the city and the
neighbarhoods. City officlals can
streamline thelr work by knowing
exactly who must be contacted
within the nelghborhoods. In turn,
by contacting 2 key person or de-
partment In the city, associations
provide the city with a source of
information — a direct link to
homeowners,

“QObviously, we can't have a dl-
rect link with every citlzen,” Cos-
tick sald.

CITY OFFICIALS are finding
there Is almost no better way to
communicate with citlzens than to
cither attend association meetings
or to directly contact assoclation
officers.

Oakland County Commissloner
David Moffitt, R-Blr who

one or two people from a subdivis
slon than try to contact 200-300
people in an arca, Community De-
velopment Manager Richard Lam-
pl sald. Association offlcials func-
tion as Jialsons when the clty is
working with subdlvislons on par-
tleular projects or problems, he
added.

“We have begun to broaden our
contacts with subdivislon associa-
tions whether it's on- paving or
other projects,” Costlck said. “As a
goal, we try to work with them. It's
an excellent way of making desires
known and communicating with
the people.”

CITY OFFICIALS attempt to

meet with subdivislon assoclations *

when asked or when there's a need
to discuss a project or problem.
Currently, however, the city does
not follow a regular meeting sched-
ule with assoctatlons,

T a portion of F:
Hills, agrees with Costick’s assess-
ment.

“If a2 homcowners association
president presents a summary of
complaints, for example, then it's
easler to deal with. The assocla-
tions give us someone (o report to,
It gives us someone to funnel down

It’s casier to communicate with

we may get into
that," Lampi satd. “Rlght now, I
Just don’t have the staif to do it.”
When faced with providing infor-
mation about cltywide concerns, is-
sues or electlon Information, clty
staff generally find it's easier to
mecet with assaciations than to rely
on resldents votuntarily turning out

for an Informational eity council °

meeting.
But seeking out the assoclations

doesn't always spell success for the
city.

‘Two years ago, when the clty at-
tempted to garner voter support of
a 1 mlll levy for capital lmprove-
ments, clty offlclals met with asso-
clatlons to present the need for
such a levy, Unfortunately, only 20
pereent of thie total assoclation
members in the clty attended, Cos-
tick said.

CITY OFFICIALS maintaln they
would llke to hear more from asso-
clatlons, The results would be two-
fold. First, greater communlcation
wouid provide the city with a pipe.
line for informing and educating
the public on city concerns and is-
sues, Second, associatlons can pro-
vide city officlals with an ear on
publlc sentiment.

“If they are officers of an associ-
ation, they are then speaking for an

ations have a voice at city hall |

city officlals.

Springbrook Homeowners Asso-
ciatlon — Increasingly concerned
about di bullding

large number of resldents to Infor-

clatigns, city offictals maintaln.
Sometimes it's diffleult to draw a

It's equally dlf-

and zoning issues along Orchard
Lake Road — has formed what's
called a Clty Councll Pulse Com-
mittee. The committee’s dutles in-
clude keeping pace with what's
happening at council and planning
commission mectlngs.

“WE PLAN to make every Mon-
day (clty councll) and Thur:dnx

flcult to encourage association
members to take as much interest
in cltywide issues as .they do In
ncighborhood issues, .

“['THINK It's a two-way street. I
don't think local government can
be effectlve without thefr input,
And I don't think they can be effec-
tive without input from the clty,”
C Terry Sever sald. :

Springbrook member Jack Joynt
sald. “They (eity offlclals) have to
listen to somebody, not just hulld-
ers and developers.”

:: Pasadena Park Assoélation Is
‘considering recelving council and
‘ptanning commission meeting
agendas as well as regularly at-
tending meetings, president Rox.-
anne ick sald.

at's an {of
public opinion),” Rowe said.

Increasingly, assoclation mem-
bers and officers are — on their
own [nltlative — sending a neigh-
borhood representative regularly
to city councll and planning com-
missfon meetings.

Still others are on the city's
maillng st for council and plan-
nlng commission agendas. When an
item of interest is listed on clther
agenda, a nelghborhood represent-
ative attends a meeting or contacts

‘1 think neighborhood assocla-|
tions are cffective and could play a
more positive role In shaplng ouf
communlty,” he continued.

That expanded role can only be-
gin when firmer communications
lines between the city and associa.
tions are developed.

“The drastic conditlon of our
roads, for example , . . neighbor:
hood

Satisfiéd with the
Parks Homeowners Assoclation’s
work with the city, president Ric-
clo would like even better tles with
the city.

“It’s important to have a close
working relationship with clty offi-
clals,”" she sald. “My deallngs with
the clty have been extromely

00d."

But successful communication
needs continued active involve-
ment of both the clty and the asso-

may say it’s not
our concern. But if they realized It
does concern them, then we might
be able to come up with some solu-
tlons.”

Solutions to many problems re-
quire resident support. The best
way ol garnering support is to pro-
vlde necessary Information to resi-
dents, And the'most effective way
appears to be through a network of
associatlons, Sever sald.
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She upholds women’s rights -

Conlinued trom Page 1

GOOD ALSO recalled with disap-
polntment the flrst time a woman
became involved with the Unlted
States space program and her reac-
tion to of sex .
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tion leveled by reparters.

“She sald she had never been dls-
criminated against,” Good sald In
disbelief. “She didn't know the
bllsters on my feet or hands. . . she
didn't cven know we helped her get
there."

The Hills activist Is also an avid
“red, white and blee patriot,” be-
coming active polltically nat enly
for her feminist views, but for the
love of country. Her acilyltles — 106
workshops, speeches, panels and
meetings during 1985 alone — cal)
her to action on numerous women-
related issues.

“I am emotional about my coun-
lry,” she sald. “I love everything
about Americana, although I don't
like everything we do.” )

One of the things she doesn't like Is
the treatment of older workers in
this country, especlally womien,

“When you get to the golden years,
it's called the ‘golden shove’ — we
don't need you anymore, get out”
she said. “Older women make up the
majority of the country’s poor.” -~

Good notlees the lack of focus and
the divislon presently in the women's
movement, but said, “I think we're
now getting our second breath.
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Treat yoursalf to our skin analysis
clinlc for men, Learn your skin and
halr types and your special care
needs from our Clinique consultant.

and fragrance free,
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